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7 andeitt sarcophagi found near motorway 

CAIRO (AFP) — Seven andern sarcophagi have been discovered 
^ paly a few metres from a motorway slicing past the pyramid the 
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" the pharaonic sarcophagi were found in tombs carved m the rock 
One contained a scroll belonging to a pharaoh named Ibn Shams 
along with a large quantity of porcelain pots and offerings. A final 
decision on whether to continue the construction of the motorway 
will be taken by the end of this week, officials said Monday. 

president Hosni Mubarak last month ordered a halt to construc- 
tion work on die road, which will pass within 2.5 kilometres of the 
Sphinx and the three pyramids at Giza, just outside Cairo Said 
Zulfikar, an expert from die United Nations Educational Sden^ 
rifle and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), has described the 
motorway as illegal and in violation of both Egyptian and 
international law on the protection of the world’s be mage. 
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Saleh pardons southern leaders 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdallah Saleh 
announced an amnesty Wednesday for 16 southern breakaway 
leaders who fled the country after their defeat in the MayOuly dvil 
war. "We have pardoned all those who wen: involved in the war. 
We even pardon the 16 fugitives who fled abroad. Let them return 
home." Mr. Saleh told the Kuwaiti daily A1 Siyassa. "We shall not 
call them to account, because the Yemeni people warn to heal 
their wounds.” Mr. Saleh, a northerner, did not say when he 
would sign the amnesty decree. He announced a pardon on May 24 
and confirmed it after northern forces won the war. but it excluded 
former vice-presndem Ali Salem Al Beidh and fifteen other 
southern leaders. Sanaa said the 16 should be tried for "war 
crimes.” Mr. Beidh, who proclaimed a southern breakaway 
Yemeni Democratic Republic on May 21, fled to neighbouring 
Oman after the fall of his southern stronghold, the port city of 
Aden, on July 7. Mr. Saleh also told Al Siyassa that almost 4,000 
northern Yemenis were killed and 12,000 wounded in the dvil war. 
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King urges umma to unite, shun violence, backwardness 

‘ Jordan will not accept any sovereignty over Jerusalem except that of God’ 


\'.v I i born I 


CASABLANCA (J.T.) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday told Islamic lead- 
ers at the Casablanca Summit 
that he was pained to see that 
the Islamic leaders failed to 
fulfil the aspirations of the 
Muslim nation. 

He said that the Muslim 
peoples were attaching great 
hopes on the summit to unify 
their ranks and help them 
confront the challenges fac- 
ing the umma. 

The King said he wished 
the conference would lead to 
attaining solidarify among 
the Muslim countries and en- 
ding their differences. 

Reminding his fellow lead- 
ers that the world was witnes- 
sing the formation of blocs 
among nations which had 
been in conflict in the past, 
the King said that Islamic 
countries should avert disuni- 
ty and join forces to confront 
foe requirements of foe mod- 
em age. 

He said the sweeping 
changes in the world around 
us could not wait for the 
desperate, the fearful or foe 
hesitant. 

The King sad that the Isla- 
mic faith provided real power 
for foe Muslims to embark on 
meaningful action that would 
fulfil foe Islamic countries* 
legitimate aspirations. 

Urging Muslims to resort 
to dialogue and adopt scien- 
tific approaches to solving 


problems, the King said that 
that could help various na- 
tions to reach understanding 
and open new avenues for 
progress, justice and demo- 
cracy. 

In outlining Jordan's posi- 
tion on the peace process. 
King Hussein said that all the 
Muslim leaders were aware 
of the circumstances that sur- 
rounded the Axab-Israeli 
conflict which lasted for de- 
cades and caused so mnch 
suffering to all parties. 

He said the time had come 
for conflicting parties to 
come to an understanding to 
reach a just and durable 
peace based on U.N. resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

“On this basis, we con- 
vened foe Madrid conference 
as a beginning to the peace 
process and together with the 
rest of the Arab parties we 
moved ahead towards attain- 
ing a just peace/’ he added. 

He said that foe Palesti- 
nians had reached agreement 
in Oslo and before that Egypt 
had signed a peace treaty 
with Israel. “It was Egypt 
which originally led the Arab 
World into conflict with 
Israel.” 

He said Jordan signed with 
Israel a peace treaty which 
had restored to the country 
its territory, water and secur- 
ity, and paved the way for a 
comprehensive peace. 

Referring to the question 


of the Holy Shrines in Jeru- 
salem, the King said Jordan 
has succeeded m turning the 
world’s attention to foe Holy 
Gty as a question of people 
and religious places. 

The Palestinan leadership 
is the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people and is responsi- 
ble for regaining their terri- 
tory and rights, including foe 
City of Jerusalem in accord- 
ance with Arab summit re- 
solutions since the 1974 
Rabat Conference and the 
Islamic summits. 

“Bat as, to the Holy 
Shrines, we ought to avoid 
difference of views and misin- 
terpretation of positions 
around this issne,” he said. 

The King said that the 
Holy City was meant by God 
to be a meeting place for foe 
followers of the monotheistic 
faiths so that they can co- 
exist peacefully inside it as 
these shrines are holy to them 
all. 

“As Hashemites and 
Jordanians, I would like to 
stress that the shrines (in 
Jerusalem) axe a trust in our 
hands as we have rescued it 
with the blood of our sons in 
tiie 1948 war and we have 
constructed it three times on 
behalf of foe Islamic nation. 

"It is in our care and we 
will continue to provide pro- 

(Contimed on page 7) 


Bosnia dominates summit 


CASABLANCA, Morocco 
(.AFP?— Islamic leaden held 
talks here Wednesday on 
forging a common stand over 
Bosnia as the Muslim contact 
group agreed to meet its 
Western counterpart in 
Geneva, a Moroccan official 
said. 

- The Islamic contact group 
Avas also to ask leaders at the 
Organisation of foe Islamic 
Conference (OIC) summit to 
toughen their planned state- 
ment on Bosnia, Taieb Fassi- 
Khri, Morocco’s secretary of 
state for foreign affairs said. 

T unisia meanwhile plan- 
ned to urge foe summit meet- 
ing to adopt a legal and bind- 
ing document on fighting 
Islamic militancy. 

The contact group of fore- 
ign affairs ministers and ex- 
perts from seven Islamic 
countries has also decided to 
“respond favourably” to a 
German government request 
to meet with their Western 
counterpart, Mr. Fassi-Fihri 
said. 

Such a meeting will take 
place “as soon as possible” in 
Geneva among ambassadors 
to prepare for a meeting at 
ministerial level, he added. 

The Western group is com- 
posed of Germany, the Un- 
ited States, France, Britain 
and Russia, and the Islamic 
group is made np of Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Iran, 
'Malaysia, Pakistan, Senegal 
/.nd Turkey. 


Such a meeting is likely to 
rfeveal differences between 
the Muslims and the Western 
contact group over French 
and U.S. proposals to offer 
the Bosnian Serbs the possi- 
bility of a confederation with 
Serbia in exchange for a ter- 
ritorial settlement in Bosnia- 
Heizegovina. 

The Islamic countries are 
also likely to press the West- 
ern contact group to streng- 
then peace-keeping opera- 
tions. 

The Bosnia contact group 
also “discussed a draft state- 
ment” to be submitted to the 
summit Wedensday and de- 
signed to “strengthen foe re- 
solution” adopted in prepara- 
tory talks for foe summit, Mr. 
Fassi-Fihri said. 

The resolution advocates 
increasing the size of the 
24,000-strong U.N. Protec- 
tion Force, more NATO 
strikes on Serb positions, and 
an end to the arms embargo. 

Malaysia announced from 
Kuala Lumpur it would send 
377 more soldiers to beef up 
its 1,633-member team 
already serving with foe U.N. 
force in Bosnia, even as foe 
United Nations was planning 
to withdraw from foe war- 
tom country. 

The summit was also ex- 
pected to adopt an unpre- 
cedented “code of conduct” 
on terrorism. 

The plan calls for OIC 
members to refuse to finance 


or support “terrorist acts” 
and to ensure that their terri- 
tory is not used by violent 
groups to 'plan or cany out 
operations. 

Tunisia wanted foe resolu- 
tion to be binding. 

“We must approve an 
accord that will be binding 
for everyone,” according to a 
speech to be given at the OIC 
later Wednesday on behalf of 
Tunisian President Zein Al 
Abidine Ben Ali. 

The Tunisian leader is rep- 
resented here by his Prime 
Minister Hamcd Karwi. 

Tunisia helped draw up the 
document along with Alger- 
ia, Egypt and Turkey, but a 
copy of the original draft 
obtained by AFP does not 
say it would legally require 
the 51 OIC members to abide 
by it. 

King Hassan n of Morocco 
and Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak hit out at reli- 
gious extremism at Tuesday's 
opening of foe summit 

Algeria and Egypt have 
both been trying to stamp out 
militant violence for the last 
three years, while Turkey 
and Tunisia are worried ab- 
out foe threat from extrem- 
ists. 

Oman had called for refer- 
ences to “religious extrem- 
ism” to be included in the 
resolution, but foe proposal 
was rejected by Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, Arab and African 
delegates said. 


Tal denies charges that 
government manipulating judiciary 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Minister 
of Justice, Hisham Tal, has 
dismissed as “baseless” re- 
ports of government in- 
tervention m foe independ- 
ence of the judiciary, 
saying there were people in 
the Kingdom who wanted 
to disparage him and 
undermine the role - of the 
judicial system. 

The minister denied 
charges that the _ govern- 
ment intended to interfere 
with the work of tlw judici- 
ary through instiganng the 
recent wave of resignations 
and appointments, and ac- 
cused certain “parties” of 
fomenting those accusa- 
tions against him. 

Mr. Tal did not say who 
those “parties” were, but 
categorised them into two 
groups: Those who were 
(Aegatively affected by re- 
form measures adopted by 
foe Higher Judicial Coun- 
cil, and others who abase 


democracy and threaten 
the state’s stability and 
security through using 
different fora like “mos- 
ques, newspapers and poli- 
tical parties.” 

“None of them is or will 
be allowed to implicate foe 
judiciary as a cover for 
their destructive deeds," 
Mr. Tal told the Jordan 
Times in an interview, 
adding that although foe 
Kingdom's judicial system 
is not perfect, its integrity 
and independence are 
above reproach and suspi- 
cion. 

According to widely cir- 
culating reports, the gov- 
ernment is said to have 
interfered in a number of 
reshuffles and appoint- 
ments of members of foe 
Judicial Council, which has 
the mandate to appoint, 
promote and retire judges. 
The delay of several cases 
to be represented before 
the court because of their 
sensitivity and in order to 
avoid public intrigue and 


criticism, has also been 
attributed to government 
intervention. 

Charges of interference 
reached a climax when 
judges Abdul Karim Mhath 
ana bis successor, Ali 
Na’asan,. submitted their 
resignations to the Higher 
Judicial Council and Judge 
Fayez Mubaideen was pen- 
sioned. 

“The Judicial Council, in 
line with its constitutional 
authority, acted indepen- 
dently vis-a-vis the resigna- 
tions of the judges In ques- 
tion,” affirmed Mr. Tal, 
adding that the ministry’s 
role was restricted to nomi- 
nating certain judges for 
retirement or resignation 
based on foe finding? of foe 
government’s Judicial In- 
spection Committee. 

"But it seems' that it has 
been a long lime since foe 
ministry activated foe role 
"of the inspection commit- 
tee making it look, despite 

(Continued on page 7) 
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His Majesty King Hussein waves to the press as he arrives at 
the royal palace In Casablanca Wednesday for the second 
day of the Organisation of the Mamie Conference summit. 


King Hussein later left Casablanca leaving Prime Minister 
Abdul Sahun Mq'ati to head the Jordanian delegation (AFP 
photo) 


House cables full support for King 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Wednesday voiced its abso- 
lute support for His Majesty 
King Hussein's efforts aimed 
at unifying the Arab World 
and restoring Arab rights. 

The House said in a cable 
signed by Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour that “The Jorda- 
nian people follow up with 
deep pride your endeavours 

PLO 

rejects 

Israeli 

election 

offer 

CAIRO (AP) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Wednesday insisted 
that Israeli troops pull out of 
Palestinian cities and towns 
on the West Bank to make 
way for self-rule elections, 
rejecting an offer for a partial 
withdrawaL 

The disagreement 
threatened implementation 
of the autonomy agreement, 
which Israel appears to want 
to slow down following 
attacks by militants bent on 
wrecking the peace process. 

However, PLO officials 
denied the dialogue had 
foundered. 

“There is ho impasse, no 
deadlock in the negotiations. 
There are some disagree- 
ments,” said the PLO plan- 
ning minister, Nabil Shaath. 

Israel and the PLO agreed 
in their September 1993 self- 
rule accord that Israeli troops 
would withdraw from urban 
centres in foe West Bank 
before elections for a self- 
governing Palestinian assem- 
bly. 

However, Israeli fears that 
a withdrawal might proride 
greater freedom of move- 
ment for Islamic militants 
have been heightened by con- 
tinued violence. The Israeli 
government is concerned ab- 
out the safety of 120,000 Jew- 
ish settlers living among the 
one million Palestinians in 
foe West Bank. 

Last weekend, PLO nego- 
tiators said, Israel put forth a 
compromise entailing a re- 
duced Israeli presence in the 
cities, but with a limited num- 
ber of Israeli soldiers remain- 
ing in joint plainclothes pat- 
rols with Palestinian police- 
men. 

The proposal appeared 
aimed at reconciling Israel's 
security concerns with 
Palestinian sensitivity to a 
risible Israeli presence on 
election day. 

PLO negotiators "abso- 
lutely rejected” foe idea, said 
Mr. Shaath, calling on Israel 
to abide by the autonomy 
agreement. 

“Elections cannot be held 
with the presence of Israeli 
troops,” said Palestinian 
Youth and Sports Minister 
Azmi Shuaibi. 


at the Casablanca Islamic 
summit which aim at rcesta- 
bishing solidarity among 
Arab and Muslim countries. 

“The Lower House backs 
Your Majesty’s relentless 
effort aimed at ending foe 
conflicts in Bosnia and 
Afghanistan as well as your 
relentless efforts to ensure 
continued care and protec- 


tion to the holy places of 
Jerusalem and preserve its 
Arab and Islamic identity,” 
the statement added. 

The Lower House also sent 
another cable to King Hassan 
n of Morocco, voicing sup- 
port for foe Islamic confer- 
ence and demanding that Jor- 
dan retain its role as custo- 
dian of the Islamic shrines in 


foe Holy Gty of Jerusalem 
until the final status of the 
city has been determined. 

Lauding King Hassan’s 
role at foe Islamic confer- 
ences, the House's statement 
said that the House was look- 
ing forward to foe confer- 
ence supporting Jordan’s en- 
deavours to ensure its con- 
tinued trusteeship of the 
holy shrines. 


Minister briefs Parliament: 

"* *** T — 

Food subsidies continue, 
wheat alone at JD 40 million 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government will continue to 
subsidise basic food commod- 
ities and has budgeted JD 40 
million as this year’s subsidy 
of bread alone, Minister of 
Supply Adel Qudah said 
Wednesday. 

In a speech before the 
Lower House of Parliament 
outlining the main features of 
the supply policy, Mr. Qudah 
said that the government con- 
tinues to subsidise the prices 
of wheat, flour, sugar, rice, 
dried milk, frozen chicken 
and olive oil. He said that all 
these commodities were im- 
ported at international prices 
and sold to the people for 
much lower prices, with the 
treasury covering the differ- 
ence in price. 

He said that subsidy policy 
would continue despite the 
fluctuation of prices in inter- 
national markets. He added, 
however, that basic subsi- 
dised commodities were only 
sold to families whose annual 
income is less than JD 6,000 
a year. _ . . • 

The minister said during 
tins year the price of a tonne 
of wheat rose at the interna- 
tional market from $119 to 
$175, sugar from $340 to 


$462, rice from $280 to $418 
and dried milk from $23 a 
carton to $35. 

He said that in addition to 
these rises the transport of 
each tonne of these commod- 
ities cost $20. 

Bread, the minister said, is 
being sold at half cost. 

He said the government 
will continue to issue food 
coupons that would enable 
limited income groups to 
purchase basic staples at re- 
duced prices and was provid- 
ing animal feed to farmers at 
cost price. 

The minister presented the 
House with figures that show 
a dear rise in the cost of 
living over the past 11 
months. 

According to the figures, 
the cost of living index reg- 
istered 110.3 points last 
month, compared to 104.6 
points at the end of 1993. He 
said that cost of food com- 
modities rose to 116.7 points 
last month, up from 102.6 
points at the end of 1993. 

The commodities include 
meat, poultry, fish, dairy pro- 
ducts, eggs, cooking oil, 
fruits, vegetables, dry 
legumes, nuts, sugar, tea re- 
freshments and tobacco, Mr. 
Qudah said. 


Prices of vegetables and 
fruits, foe minister noted, 
registered a high rise this year 
because of severe weather 
conditions that adversely 
affected crops and the open- 
ing of new markets before 
Jordanian products. 

Coffee prices, he said, rose 
by 50 per cent last December 
due to the hikes at the inter- 
national market, but tea 
prices fell noticeably. The in- 
crease in the prices of 
clothes, shoes and bousing, 
be said, remained the same. 

Violations of food stan- 
dards and quality controls 
were on the rise, he said. 
Ministry inspection teams 
have recorded 14,273 viola- 
tions by merchants during 
1993, up from 9,617 in 1992 
and 13,000 violations since 
the start of 1994. The viola- 
tors are fined by courts and 
issued warnings by the minis- 
try which has set up several 
offices for receiving public 
complaints and grievances, 
the minister added. 

Following the minister's 
address, the House referred 
his statement to a special 
committee to scrutinise all its 
details and report to the 
House for a final debate. 


Minister warns charities, 
unions not to play politics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
minister -of interior, 
Salameh Hammad, 
Wednesday warned charit- 
able organisations and pro- 
fessional unions not to in- 
tervene in politics. 

In an interview with Jor- 
dan Televiaon, Mr. Ham- 
mad said certain groups 
registered with different 
ministries under cultural or 
charitable organisations, 
sometimes deal with poli- 
tics. 

This, he said, is prohi- 
bited by law and the minis- 
try has foe right to stop it. 

The minister urged pro- 
fessional and trade unions 
to direct their attention to 
their own professional 
issues and reminded them 
that they are not allowed 
by law to practise political 
activity. 

Mr. Hammad denied 
that any tension existed be- 
tween his ministry and the 
political parties but con- 
ceded that there were dif- 
ferences on political issues. 


The Ministry of Interior’s 
main task is to implement 
the law. and its mandate 
does not place it m conflict 
with any political party, 
Mr. Hammad said in the 
JTV interview. 

“We respect the political 
parties, but we are also 
expected to protect the 
people and ensure the rule 
of law in the country," he 
said. 

Mr. Hammad told JTV 
that he believed differences 
in views with the political 
parties — provided they 
are constructive — are 
bound to enrich the process 
of democracy and that he 
fully supported that tine of 
thinking. 

He said he did not 
approve of opposition par- 
ties’ intention to march in 
protest to peace with Israel 
because he was keen on 
preventing hostile elements 
from infiltrating the mar- 
chers and causing damage 
to property.. 
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But the minister added 
that he had allowed the 
political parties to stage sit- 
ins at the Prime Ministry 
and at the political parties’ 
headquarters to express 
their opposition to the 
opening of the Israeli mis- 
sion. 

Stressing that the law 
stipulates that no political 
activities can be conducted 
at schools, mosques and 
official institutions, the 
minister said that the par- 
ties have foe right to orga- 
nise rallies in public places 
tike cinemas and others. 
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Israel runs bus 
service to Jordan 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Jordan 
has agreed to let Israel run 
daily bus services to link 
Haifa and Tel Aviv with Am- 
man and Eilat with Aqaba, a 
transport ministry spokesman 
said Wednesday. The agree- 
ment in principle was reached 
at negotiations by the Dead 
Sea, spokesman Eli Danone 
said. He could not say when 
the service would start. Israel 
and Jordan, who signed a 
peace treaty on Dec. 24, have 
recently opened their borders 
to tourists. 

Hotels to serve 
kosher food 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Three 
Jordanian hotels have agreed 
to serve kosher food to 
attract religious Jews follow- 
ing the signing of a peace 
treaty with Israel, a travel 
agency said Wednesday. 
Kitchens at the hotels in Am- 
man, Petra and Aqaba will 
observe Jewish dietary laws, 
said Shai Ogev, director of 
the Shai Bar-Ilan agency 
which specialises in tours for 
orthdox Jews. Some 500 
observant Jews from Israel 
are due to visit Jordan in the 
coming months following the 
hotel agreement. Israel and 
Jordan opened embassies last 
Sunday following the Oct. 26 
peace treaty. 

U.N. sends food 
convoy to Bihac 

ZAG REB (R) — The main 
U.N. relief agency sent off a 
10-truck aid convoy on 
Wednesday for the Serb- 
besieged Bosnian enclave of 
Bihac where people are re- 
ported to be desperately 
short of food. “We have re- 
ceived clearances from the 
Serbs and the convoy car- 
rying 106 metric tonnes of 
food left Zagreb in the after- 
noon,” said spokeswoman 
Alemka Lisinski of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees' office. 

U.S. gunman held 
by police 

NEW YORK (R) — An 
armed man who was holding 
hostages at the state universi- 
ty of New York in Albany on 
Wednesday has been arrested 
by police, CBS radio re- 
ported. The report said at 
least one person was shot, 
but there were no further 
details. About 40 students 
had been held in the base- 
ment of a lecture hall from 
about 9.50 a.m., police said. 

Civilian dies in 
Bihac shelling 

ZAGREB (AFP) — A civi- 
lian died and another was 
injured on Wednesday when 
a shell hit the town of Bihac 
in northwestern Bosnia- 
Heizegovma, a United Na- 
tions official said. UN Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) 
spokeswoman Gaire Grimes 
said a 120 mm artillery shell . 
hit the mainly Muslim town, 
which is besieged by Bosnian 
Serb forces and lies within a . 
UN-designated “safe area.” 
A Bangladeshi soldier died 
Tuesday after a rocket attack 
on an armoured vehicle in the . 
north- of the Bihac enclave. 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia on Wednesday 
called on the United Nations ' 
to take action to prevent 
similar attacks m the future. 

ICRC convoy 
arrives in Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — A 10- 
track convoy from the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) arrived 
here Wednesday with 120 
tonnes of food for the resi- ■ 
dents of the embattled 
Afghan capital. The supplies, 
which included wheat flour 
and edible oil, will be distri- 
buted is areas controlled by 
Afghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani and the opposi- 
tion Hezb-i-Islami faction of 
Gnlbuddin Hekmatyar, . 
ICRC officials said. An" 
ICRC convoy of six trucks 
brought medicines to Kabul 
earlier this month and an 
ICRC official said there were 
plans to send more relief 
convoys. 





Middle East News 


‘No single cause found 
for Gulf war syndrome’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— A clinical study of more 
than 1,000 veterans suffer- 
ing from so-called Gulf 
war syndrome has unco- 
vered no single cause to 
explain the broad array of 
symptoms they complain 
of, the Pentagon said late 
Monday. 

No connection was 
found in the Department 
of Defence study between 
the ailments and exposure 
to chemical or biological 
weapons, said Stephen 
Joseph, assistant secretary 
of defence for health 
affairs. 

According to Mr. 
Joseph, 85 per cent of the 
cases resulted in multiple 
diagnoses for the symp- 
toms reported — most 
often fatigue, joint pains, 
headache, memory loss, 
disturbed sleep, poor con- 
centration. skin rashes, 
and muscle pain and de- 
pression. 

“If you look at the 
broad range of diagnoses 
that we find and what we 
understand of the multiple 
causes of those multiple 
diagnoses, we don’t find 
any magic bullet, any in- 
dication of a single agent 
or a single casuality that 
would cover that broad 
spectrum,” said Joseph. 

In 15 per cent of the cases, 
no clear diagnosis was 
reached and those patients 
will be referred to two spe- 
cialised medical centres for 
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further testing, said Mr. 
Joseph. 

In theory a single cause 
may still be found among 
those cases but so far the 
evidence “points very strong- 
ly away from a single diagno- 
sis or disease," he said. 

“We don't see anything in 
terms of the clustering of the 
symptoms, partial diagnoses, 
other clues,” he said at a 
news conference. ‘To dace 
we see no correlations across 
that group, but that's what 
we'd be looking for in the 
specialised care centres." 

Mr. Joseph said no correla- 
tion had been found between 
the unexplained ailments and 
either military units or geog- 
raphical locations. 

An army computer prog- 
ramme is in the works that 
should some day be able to 
locate all 700.000 servicemen 
by unit and locations on any 
given day, but it has yet to be 
completed, he noted. 

The 1,019 patients in the 
study were among 11,000 
who" have contacted a De- 
fence Department hotline. 
Although Mr. Joseph de- 
scribed the study's findings as 
preliminary, he said they 
were based on fairly com- 
plete results on the first 
thousand. 

A similar study of 17,000 
patients who signed up with 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) turned up simi- 
lar results, said Robert Ros- 
well, who's coordinating gov- 
ernment action on the Gulf 
syndrome. 

‘ Of those. 20 per cent re- 
ported symptoms for which 
there was no clear diagnosis. 
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he said. 

“It seems certain, based on 
the analysis of information in 
this registry we're dealing 
with multiple causes giving 
rise to unexplained illnesses, 
as opposed to a single agent," 
said Mr. Roswell, chief of 
staff of the Birmingham. Ala- 
bama Veterans Administra- 
tion Medical Centre. 

Pentagon and the VA reg- 
istries now hold the names of 
about 45,000 Gulf veterans 
complaining of possible Gulf 
war syndrome ailments. 

Mr. Joseph said the vast 
majority of the patients 
whose ailments have been 
diagnosed were responding 
to medical treatment. 

The Pentagon has estab- 
lished specialised medical 
centres in Washington and 
San Antonio, Texas to con- 
tinue treatment and testing of 
Gulf war veterans with unex- 
plained ailments, Mr. Joseph 
53 rd. 

"Further research will cer- 
tainly be needed to identify 
aii the potential factors that 
have contributed iu the cur- 
rent health problems of Per- 
sian Gulf veterans," said Mr. 
Roswell. 

Large epidemiological stu- 
dies will be conducted early 
next year to compare the 
incidence of unexplained 
illnesses among the Gulf 
veterans to the general 
population, he said. 

The VA has established 
three national environmental 
hazard research centres to 
investigate a wide variety of 
factors that might have 
affected the health of the 
veterans. 
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Beirut reconstruction 
put on hold as 
archaeologists cry foul 


RAGE OF HAMAS: A Hamas activist Wednes- ance Movement Hamas celebrated the seventh 
day stabs an Israel! soldier begging for mercy anniversary of its foundation. Tbe soldier, who 
after he lost his way in the West Bank town of was in uniform, suffered “moderate” wounds 
Rama Hah and drove into a demonstration by before being rescued by border guards and 
Islamic ftindamentafisK. The Islamic Resist- taken to hospital (AFP photo) 


‘Israeli-run jail like Nazi camps’ 


BEIRUT (R) — A prison run 
under Israeli supervision on 
South Lebanon is similar to 
Nazi death camps, the head 
of France's human rights 
commission said Tuesday. 

"Khiam detention centre is 
a death camp similar to the 
Nazi camps during World 
War II." monique Picard 
Weyl told reporters in Beirut. 

"Many (captives) are 
blind, lose limbs, ears and 
eyes and are sick." Ms. Weyl 
said, citing reports by a com- 
mittee of former prisoners. 

About 250 Lebanese and 
Palestinian prisoners are held 
in Khiam by the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia but ultimate 
control is with Israel, which 
has 1,000 troops in South 
Lebanon. 

Ms. Weyl said the jail was 
dosed to outside inspection 
and she had been refused 
entry by the SLA and the 
Israelis. This, and reports of 
conditions inside from former 
inmates and their families 


were her reason for compar- 
ing it to Nazi camps, she said. 

"If it f Khiam) is not a 
concentration camp they 
have ot open it to the Red 
Cross and to visits by 
lawyers." Ms. Weyl told 
Reuters. 

"If it was a good and nor- 
mal prison it would be possi- 
ble to go in. In Nazi times no 
one could go into Nazi jails. 
You can visit a jail when the 
conditions are normal." 

Ms. Weyl said a former 
prisoner named Selim Awada 
died a week ago at the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut, 
four days after being released 
from Khiam. Press reports m 
Beirut have said his three 
sons are still held in Khiam. 

Ms. Weyl said the aim of 
her visit to Lebanon was to 
publicise the plight of Khiam 
prisoners and of Lebanese 
prisoners held in Israel. 

"These things should be 
known outside Lebanon." 
she 53id. She is meeting 


senior Lebanese officials in- 
cluding President Elias Hrawi 
as well as former prisoners 
and their families during a 
week-long stay. 

Ms. Weyi said when she 
returned to’ France she would 
contact Israeli officials to get 
SLA Chief General Antoine 
Lahd's permission to allow 
her to enter Khiam. 

"I tried to visit it. I didn't 
succeed so far. The Israelis 
say ask Lahd and Lahd says 
ask the Israelis." Ms. Weyl 
said. "It's ping pong game." 

“Even in Israel many peo- 
ple think it is not normal that 
Khiam is not opened (to 
visits). 1 met people in Israel 
who were with me." she 
added. 

She said she met six 
Lebanese captives in Ashke- 
lon prison in Israel two weeks 
ago but did not see Muslim 
militant leader Mustapha Al 
Dirani, who was kidnapped 
by Israeli commandos from 
eastern Lebanon in Mav. 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — The 

mulci-million-dollar recon- 
struction of Beirut city centre 
has been put on hold after a 
bulldozer rammed into an 
ancient wall, prompting 
archaeologists to cry foul. 

The experts charged that in 
his haste the contractor in 
charge of rebuilding the in- 
frastructure had destroyed a 
wall dating back to the 13th 
century B.C. 

The Moawad contracting 
firm 'is destroying, and has 
dumped into the sea over the 
past three weeks, a section of 
a site dating back to the 
second millenium beforee 
Christ." charged archaeolog- 
ist Freddy Naccache. 

The wall destroyed last 
Wednesday was part of the 
surrounding wall of ancient 
Beirut which was excavated 
seve3l months ago. he said. 

The wall destroyed Iasi 
Wednesday was part of the 
surrounding wall of ancient 
Beirut which was excavated 
several months ago, he said. 

Beirut MP Mohammad 
Kabbani echoed the accusa- 
tion and called on the inter- 
national community to help 
safeguard Beirut’s ancient 
heritage. 

“Archaeologists cannot 
keep pace with the giant bull- 
dozers." he said, calling for 
coordination between con- 
tractors and archaeologists. 

On Nov. IS Moawad and 
the Italian consortium Con- 
sorzio Cooperative Construz- 
zioni clinched a contract 
worth S63.7 million to rebuild 
(he infrastructure of the war- 
shattered city centre of 
Beirut. 
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Under the deal signed with 
Solidere. the private coft 
pany in charge of devetopfe- 
and rebuilding the city 
ore. Moawad pledged to cut 
the work from four to tfoct 
vears in exchange for an ®dk&. 
tion S13 million. ~ \ 
Thousands of fragments^ 
potterv are scattered aero* 
the site overlooking the 
Mediterranean Sea. The wp. 
rounding wall has been fi#. 
tened. ” 

Leyla Badr, archaeology 
at the American Univo*gy 
of Beirut in charge of thesht,- 
said that if the bulldozmbtd: 
deviated from their it it&d 
course by five metres 
vandalism would have bee® 
avoided." . 

Moawad, insisting it was 
not to blame for the daman, 
suspended work to allow for 
greater cooperation with tit 
experts. 

But the firm’s director 
said: "If we have to stop dj®. 
bulldozers each time we ttti 
fragment of pottery it wffl 
take us 50 years before 
can rebuild the city centre." 

Soliderc's archaeology 
consultant H.ircth Bust&t 
played down the importaWe 
of the damage. •- 

■■Accidents happen on b» 
construction sites," he Slav 
stressing Solideie’s commit 
ment to‘ preserving the larger- 
possible number of archeolo- 
gical sites. 

Mr. Bustani complained 
however that not enough 
archaeological teams wert£ 
working on digs because "the’: 
official of antiquities does nor 
have the means to hire more, 
people." 
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With British Airways, everyone can now collect free miles to fly further 
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V.'HB Royal Highness Crown Prince Hmmo the Pakistan National Atomic Energy Cor- 
K t, lr •tew ,;»>>* Wednesday confers with Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad of poration (Petra photo) 

" ■ !l t«J.|||\>|| ^ , ''tlffj .iffas ■ , * 

A;: 1 ;;:;,,, :"j Jordan, Pakistan explore cooperation 


«';r$i£,in peaceful use of nuclear energy 

'AMMAN (Petra) — Pros- preservation processes. scientists to 

H n ,, j* 4 - r pects for cooperation be- In remarks at the meeting, plan, which, 

... / :,I m \ tween Pakistan and Jordan in the Regent suggested that the enable the I 


1 ' fin !r ‘ the peaceful use of nuclear 
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" ... pi ' 1 ‘ .Mr. c.’ 1 ;[>w Royal Highness Crown 
T". l " l,i :ii L * Prince Hassan, the Regent 

‘ V ’ - ' ' and a delegation from the 

Hj K . Ui Pakistan National Atomic 
^ Energy Corporation led by 
• ‘ ”*• J-:aua- ids. Ishfaq Ahmad. 

\.vi.vn»s f, Discussion covered the 

%?| , lf - r possible use of nuclear ener- 
iTJtui;; ; ,| lv! ■*: J^gy by the two countries to 

:m ii: :•> ^ .-.^increase agricultural produc- 

{MMir.i.- . "''t\-.tion, in medicine and in food 
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preservation processes. 

In remarks at the meeting, 
the Regent suggested that the 
two sides form an objective 
concept that would enable 
Islamic nations to become 
self-reliant in nuclear energy 
generation, and would be 
supported by the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Dr. Ahmad lauded Prince 
Hassan’s ongoing efforts to- 
wards Jordan's progress in 
science and technology and 
invited the Regent to preside 
over a meeting by Muslim 


scientists to draft a working 
plan, which, he said, would 
enable the Muslim world to 
enter the 21st century equip- 
ped with the required scien- 
tific knowledge need for 
progress. 

Present at the meeting was 
Minister of Enregy and 
Mineral Resources Talal 
Uteiqat, Secretary General 
of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology 
(HSCST) Hani Mulki, and 
Pakistni Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Tariq Khan Afridi. 
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AWARDING SERVICE: His Royal High- upon Dr. Tell in appreciation of his efforts 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, during his service at the department. Dr. 
Wednesday presents former Director Tell resigned earlier this year and is 
general of the Antiquities Department currently working at the University of 
"i |Sahran Tell with A1 Katdtab Medal of the Jordan (Petra photo) 

['.‘j Second Order. The medal was conferred 

|Princess Basma Hospital suffers 
• from lack of facilities — - staff 


further. 


: 'flRBID (J.T.) — Administra- 
; 1 tors and physicians at the 
•_ -Princess Basma government 
hospital in Irbid Wednesday 
r- complained of the lack of 

! sufficient facilities to cope 

; with emergencies, particular- 

i ly cases of carbon monoxide 

■ poisoning from kerosene and 

I gas heaters which always in- 

crease during winter, 
i Addressing a meeting. 
I organised at the hospital to 

! tackle problems related to 

[ emergency services, hospital 

1 Director Nasser Zoubi said 


the meeting was convened to 
focus particularly on the 
number of suffocation pa- 
tients admitted to the hospit- 
al, many of whom die, he 
said. 

Dr. Nasser said that too 
often such fume poisoning 
victims are brought to the 
hospital, and staff stand help- 
less to treat them for lack of 
facilities. 

Nidal Obeidat. a physician 
at the hospital, told the Jor- 
dan Times that at least four 
to five cases of poisoning. 


mainly from carbon monox- 
ide inhalation are admitted 
daily. 

Last month such cases led 
to at least four deaths, added 
Dr. Obeidat, who took part 
in the Wednesday “Science 
Day” meeting opened by 
Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh. 

Dr. Batayneh pledged that 
the health ministry would 
make available the required 
facilities and create the suit- 
able atmosphere at the gov- 
ernment medical unit. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 



( TV following listings are compiled from 
fhnthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
land place with the concerned institutions. 


FIELD TRIP 

☆ Field trip to the Nymphaeum and the 
Citadel in Amman (organised by the 
Friends of Archaeology Society) on Friday. 
(Departure will be from the FoA Centre in 
private cars at 9:00 a.m.). 

FILMS 

■fr Ffim entitled '‘The Jungle Book” at the 
American Centre on Thursday at 5:00 
pjn. 

Film entitled “La Corte Del Faraou” at 
Institute Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural 
Centre) on Thursday at 4:00 pjn. 

CONCERTS AND PIANO 
RECITAL 

☆ Concert (playing pieces by Verdi, 
Donizetti, Mascagni and others) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 
8:00 pjn. Also presenting a piano recital 
by Mr. Walid Howrani on Friday at 8:00 

p.m. 

A Concert by the students of the Jordan 
Musics! Academy at Philadelphia Hotel on 
Friday at &00 p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

"^Dialogue with artists Isma i l and Tamam 
Shammoat at Abdul Hameed Shoman 


Foundation oh Thursday at 5:00 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of paintings on leather by Iraqi 
artist Rakan Dabdonb at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art. 

☆ Paintings and water colours exhibition by 
Sahail Ma’tooq at Bafadna Art Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by Am mar Khammash and 
Fuad Mind at Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre). 

☆ Exhibition of home furnishings and furni- 
ture entitled “Colours and Crafts’* at the 
Queen Aha Fund for Social Development 
new offices, A1 Madina Ai Mtmawara 
Street. 

■ft Exhibition of works by Mahmud Obaidi at 
Darat Al Fmam. Also showing an exhibi- 
tion of portraits by FahreLoissa Zeid and 
the exhibition of contemporary Arab 


4r Exhibition of oU p ai n ti n g s fay Salman 
Abbas at Alia Art Gallery. 

<r Exhibition of paintings by Ismail and 
Tamam Shammout at Abdul Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation. 

☆ Exhi bition of paintings by Saifik Kwaish at 
the French Cultural Cadre. 

* Exhibition by Akram Nqji Shaker at 
Ab’aad Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Dr. Ali Al Ghoul 
at the Italian Language Centre (Tel. 
669348). 

•ft Exhibition by artists Lattif Al Khateeb and 
Mnhy Khaleda at the Housing Bank Gal- 
lery- 


RJ marketing conference looks to 
service- oriented, market-driven future 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In 1994 Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) fell short of 
its targeted revenue by 
S45.9 million, the most im- 
portant objective for 1995 
therefore, is to increase 
productivity and efficiency 
levels that will generate 
rates of profitability, RJ 
President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Nader Dahabi 
said Wednesday. 

To meet the demands of 
growing competitiveness 
and new challenges antici- 
pated in the wake of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
(and the peace process in 
general), RJ plans to adopt 
stricter service standards, 
greater dynamism and bet- 
ter marketing policies, 
according to the national 
carrier’s senior manage- 
ment. 

“Our organisation has to 
go through a radical change 
from the bureaucratic and 
rigid to a service-oriented 
and market-driven (one),” 
Mr. Dahabi said at die 31st 
annual marketing confer- 
ence yesterday. 

The government’s deci- 
sion to commercialise the 
airline in preparation for 
privatisation in about two 
years, should provide flex- 
ibility, better efficiency and 
productivity: all compo- 
nents necessary for a dyna- 
mic market-driven phe- 
nomenon, he said. 

Constant training and re- 
training is required, he 
added, to keep pace with 
new technology. 

“Technology... can be 
obtained in a fairly short 
span of time, albeit at high 
capital cost. What we lack 
and need to develop is the 
human expertise to absorb 
this rapid onslaught of new 
technologies,” Mr. Dahabi 
explained. 

Training programmes 
will be supervised by fore- 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Chairman Basel Jardanefa 
Wednesday addressed the national carrier’s 31st 
annual marketing conference. On the podium are RJ 


President and Chief Executive Officer Nader Dahabi 
(right) and RJ Vice President of Marketing and Sales 
Majdi Sabri (Photo by Hatem Ali) 


ign specialists and will aim 
to enhance the quality of 
service. He said mat train- 
ing would be concentrated 
upon personnel in reserva- 
tions, ticketing and the air- 
port services sectors in 
addition to aircraft cabin 
attendants. 

“Demand for our ser- 
vices will depend on air- 
craft types, departure and 
arrival times, frequency of 
service, air fares, in-flight 
service, the quality of 
ground handling and other 
features,” said Mr. Daha- 
bi. 

Highlighting 1994 per- 
formance, he said that RJ 
aircraft had flown 2.2 per 
cent more hours than in 
1993, passenger traffic in- 
creased by 4.5 per cent 
over 1993 and cargo traffic 
by one per cent. 


However, translated into 
acutal revenue yield, RJ 
experienced a drop of $8.7 
million in comparison to 
1993’s yield, Mr. Dahabi 
said. 

Studies have identified 
the passenger routes which 
incur major losses, and 
they have also determined 
that long-hanl cargo routes 
are not profitable either. 

Modernisation of the RJ 
fleet is another target, with 
the intention of phasing out 
some of the Tristars and 
the older Boeing 727s to 
begin in 1995. 

But the cost of replace- 
ment, Mr. Dahabi said, is 
high. 

To cope with expected 
tourism in the region, more 
small-sized planes with a 
passenger capacity of be- 
tween 30-60 will operate 


between Amman and 
Aqaba, Hurgbada, Luxor, 
Alexandria, Larnaca, 
Damascus and Beirut, Mr. 
Dahabi announced. 

With a view to cutting 
costs and as part of the 
prelude to the privatisation 
of RJ, the government will 
seD 75 per cent of the Alia 
Gateway Hotel and 50 per 
cent of toe duty free shop 
at Queen Alia Internation- 
al Airport (QAIA). 

Commercialisation of the 
catering and training facili- 
ties, maintenance and all 
cargo operations has also 
been proposed, he added. 

Mr. Dahabi said that 
targets for 1995 would re- 
sult in a growth of 17.5 per 
cent in passenger traffic 
and excess baggage and 9 
per cent in cargo, which 
should stabilise present re- 


venue yields. 

“I am confident these are 
realizable figures consider- 
ing the new long haul route 
to Japan and the expected 
upsurge of tourism. This 
should help us to reach a 
break-even point with total 
costs or hopefully record a 
small profit on a revenue of 
JD 293 million,” he said. 

The one-day conference, 
which included a working 
session and several 15- 
minute presentations by va- 
rious departments, was also 
addressed by Chairman of 
the Board of Directors 
Basel Jardaneh and RJ 
Vice President of Market- 
ing and Sales Majdi Sabri. 

The conference was 
attended by about 100 
marketing and sales per- 
sonnel from Jordan and 
around the world. 


Tafileh woman accidently 
shoots herself — CDD 


By Rana Husseini port, the men .had cooked*, 
Special’ tefuie ‘Jordan Times' md eaten chicken that had” 
AMMAN — A 23-year-old been fhwen when they punch- 

woman from Ableb town in , ■ 

Tafileh, who shot herself * CT)D oflictaJ said one 
accidentally while cleaning f!~ er P 615011 residing with 
her father's hunting rifle! th ! °*= r ® orkers , bed not 
died Wednesday in Prince «ten from the meal. -It was 
Zaid hospital, according to wh .° mformed us aboM the 
Civil Defence Department smd the official 

(CDD) reports. 0 th , e ? os P It ^ 

The victim’s mother told o®? 3 !’ “ m P l “ £ «?°d 
police that while her daugh- “f 1° detenran ^ 

ter was cleaning the gun, what kind of bactena caused 

accidentally one bullet was *e food poisoning, 
fired, striking the vonng „ ^ 13 workets have re- 
woman in the neck. ' . ,0 w0 T k “!? .«« 

Hospital sources said the P 0 " 1 ? i n “nihtion, the 
victim, identified as Adla hospital official said. 

A.K., was declared dead on Accordmg to the CDD 
anfval official, such group poison- 

Tafileh police contacted by 'ngs among wotkets are com- 

the Jordan Times refused to ra ??‘ . . .. , 

release further details and He saidthat often workers 
said they seized the rifle and “ ml ”S ™. m neighbouring 
are investigating the incident, countries live together m 
b ° groups in small houses and 

Poisoning victims released one meal for 

from hospital themselves. 

v In some cases, they cook 

Meanwhile, 13 Egyptian extra proportions for the next 
workers in Wadi Sir, who on day, and do not store the 
Tuesday suffered a mild form food properly or leave the 
of food poisoning, reportedly meal outside un refrigerated 
left Al Bashir Hospital for the rest to eat,” the offi- 
Wednesday. cial said. 

The 13 men, aged 17 to 32, In other cases, he added, 
were reported to have been workers may store food in 
complaining of vomiting and aluminium containers, where 
diarrhoea, and were treated chemical reactions can render 
at the government hospital, the contents unfit for human 
According to a police re- consumpiton. 


Joint committee meets in Aqaba 

AQABA (Petra) — The Jordan ian-Israeli Joint committee for 
the Red Sea cities of Aqaba and Eilat Wednesday held a 
meeting here under the co-chairmanship of Aqaba Region 
Authority President Fayez Khasawneh and Israeli Deputy 
Defence Minister Noah Kayari. The committee discussed 
crossing preedures between the two cities in accordance with 
article 23 of the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty signed Oct. 26. 
The two sides agreed to resume their talks in the first half of 
January. On the Jordanian ride the meeting was attended by 
directors of the Aqaba Ports Corporation, the Jordan Electric- 
ity Authority, the Free Zones Corporation and the Secretary 
General of the Aqaba Region Authority. On the Israeli side it 
was attended by representatives of tne ministries of Tourism 
and Transport, the charge d’affaires in Amman and the 
director of Israel’s regional projects. 


For the most selective collection of 
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Located off the main lobby of 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental. 
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Visiting U.S. Congressman Tom Lantos Wednesday meets with members of the board 
of the Jordanian Businessmen’s Association 

Visiting U.S. congressman pledges help 
in opening Gulf markets to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Visiting 
U.S. Congressman Tom Lan- 
tos Wednesday met with the 
chairman and members of the 
board of directors of toe 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association (JBA) and 
pledged to back toe associa- 
tion’s bid to re-open markets 
in the Gulf countries to 
Jordanian products as well as 
Jordanian labour. 

According to a JBA state- 
ment Mr. Lantos also prom- 
ised to do what he can to help 
the Palestinian economy re- 
main closely linked to the 
Jordanian economy. 

Congressman Lantos, who 
on Tuesday met His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, is a member 
of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives Foreign Affairs 


Committee. 

Saying that it was difficult 
to expect a rush of invest- 
ments in the Middle East 
region following five decades 
of war and tensions,” Mr. 
Lantos, a Democrat from 
California said toe Middle 
East was in need of a Mar- 
shall style plan which was 
implemented! in the recon- 
struction of Europe after 
World War H. 

The visiting congressman 
promised to encourage 
American investment com- 
panies to make contacts with 
the Jordanian market, 
according to toe JBA state- 
ment. 

JBA Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa presented the asso- 
ciation’s views concerning in- 


vestments in the Kingdom in 
the peace era, urging the 
United States to play a key 
role in this regard. 

Mr. Tabbaa also requested 
that Washington help re- 
open the Gulf states' markets 
to Jordanian exports and en- 
sure that toe markets of the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip remain closely linked 
economically with toe King- 
dom. 

Noting that Jordan has sus- 
tained heavy economic losses 
over toe past five decades, 
resulting from forced migra- 
tions of people, Mr. Tabbaa 
said the Kingdom was in ur- 
gent need of U.S. assistance 
to help it deal with such 
chronic issues as unemploy- 
ment and poverty. 
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Youth fades, love drops, the leaves of friendship fall, but 
our mother's secret hope outlives them all. 

In the words of Khalil Gibran, “ the aggrieved and the 
injured say, “ Beauty is kind and gentle. Like a mother 
half-shy of her own glory she walks among us. ” 

In her thought she can measure the time into season, she 
can let each season encircle all the other seasons, 
And most important of all, she can let today embrace the 
past with remembrance and the future with longing. 
And we do share this blessing and know our Mother's 
worth, 

We would not trade her love and care for anything on 
Earth. 

With all our love and respect — 

Your son and daughter. 

Tamir and Tamara Hassan Shaaban 
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Major announces first fruits 
of Northern Ireland peace 


3 ELFAST ( R ) — British 
?rime Minister John Major 
said Wednesday large invest- 
ment projects by British. 
U.S. and Japanese firms were 
the first economic fruits of 
Northern Ireland’s new- 
found peace. 

At a Belfast Investment 
conference, called to cash in 
on a “peace dividend" after 
rival guerrillas laid down 
:heir arms. Mr. Major said 
optimism in the province was 
zi its highest for 25 years and 
appealed to business leaders 
for more investment. 

He said the dogged deter- 
mination shown by” Northern 
Ireland's people during times 
of violence was the most 
compelling reason for them 
:o invest in the province now 
peace had come. 

“What rerror knocked 
down, the brave people of 
Northern Ireland have re- 
build. in some cases again 
and again." Mr. Major told 
more than 250 delegates from 
!3 countries. 

“They testify to the deter- 
mination and enterprise of 
Northern Ireland's people, to 
human qualities which cannot 
cs taught or manufactured. 

“You wiJJ find these hu- 
man qualities the most com- 
pelling reason of all for tak- 


ing a stake in Northern Ire- 
land." 

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown backed him. tell- 
ing reporters after the meet- 
ing: “People expect their 
lives to change when peace 
comes and you have to be 
prepared to meet those ex- 
pectations." 

The forum is the latest step 
in a rapid but fragile peace 
process which formally began 
a year ago Thursday with the 
Downing Street Declaration, 
a joint” Anglo-Irish peace 
plan. 

But the meeting was shun- 
ned by the IRA’s political 
wing Sinn Fein, whose six 
local councillors picketed it in 
protest at the half-hearted 
invitation Britain made them 
at the last minute. 

Sinn Fein, which last week 
sat down with British officials 
for the first formal talks for 
more than 70 years as a re- 
ward for the Irish Republican 
Army's (IRA) ceasefire on 
Sept. 1. said it was being 
discriminated against. Britain 
denied this. 

British officials are to talk 
Thursday to allies of Protes- 
tant guerrillas, the JRA's 
arch-enemies, who 
announced their own truce in 


October. 

They want Northern Ire- 
land to stay British. The 
IRA. backed' by some of the 
province's Catholic minority, 
fought for 25 years to end 
British rule and Ireland's 
seven decades of partition. 

The troubles turned a 
booming, industrialised eco- 
nomy into one dependent on 
British state hand-outs and 
public-sector jobs. Mr. Major 
hopes peace could restore it 
to its former glory. 

Mr. Major announced that 
the five companies from Bri- 
tain. the United States and 
Japan had derided to invest a 
total of £60 million ($94 mil- 
lion) in the province. 

The biggest investment, 
just over half that sum. will 
come from telecommunica- 
tions giant British Telecom 
whose office expansion pro- 
jects will creaie more than 
100 new jobs. 

Ford cars, the chemicals 
giant Du Pont and Nacco 
Forklift truckmakers ’ are 
bringing the U.S. investment 
and Japan's Fujitsu computer 
group has also announced' 
plans for the province. 

Mr. Major also said Britain 
will launch an initiative to get 
the long-term unemployed in 
the province back to work 


with a community work prog- 
ramme which wi'll give 1,000 
of them “stimulating and 
meaningful work" over the 
next two years. 

Northern Ireland is a jobs 
blackspot with unemploy- 
ment at 12.7 per cent. 

Replying to U.S. criticisms 
that minority Catholics were 
still discriminated against by 
employers in the province. 
Mr. Major pledged: “Ensur- 
ing the fairest possible em- 
ployment conditions is an 
essential objective for the 
British government.” 

Mr. Brown, heading a 
strong American delegation 
to rhe forum, said he was 
convinced the economic 
problems could be solved. 

He said he had studied 
apparently intractable econo- 
mic problems in many parts 
of the world such as 'Russia 
and rhe Middle EasT. "This is 
one that I think is do-able.” 
he told reporters. 

Mr. Brown welcomed Mr. 
Major's commitment to end 
job discrimination. “The fact 
that Mr. Major raised in his 
speech was, I think, very 
important. It is clearly one of 
the most serious underlying 
problems. Discrimination 
leaves many scars.” he said. 
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MEMORIAL DAY: Relatives or Bang- lectua] Day to remember intellectuals, indud- 
ladeshi inteQecmals, killed on the eve of mg teachers, doctors and journalists killed by | 
Bangladesh's 1971 independence after a the Pakistani army and militiamen, two days j 
bloody liberation war against Pakistan, lay before their surrender on Dec. 16, 1971 to the I 
wreath at a memorial in Dhaka Wednesday. Indian-hacked Liberation Army (AFP photo) : 
Bangladesh observers its 23rd Shaheed Intel- 

Lang says ‘probably’ will not stand 


rimea parliament chairman offers to quit Pakistan 

SIMFEROPOL, Ukraine Mr. Tsekov has effectively meat's agenda and other O j if/-\ 

y R) — The chairman of par- become the most powerful issues of procedure. Many Oi 1 1 1 LvZ^ 

ii ament in Ukraine's pro- man in Crimea's hierarchy deputies refused to take part 

Russian Crimean peninsula since parliament stripped in debates, blocking the porjnr 

announced Wednesday he Crimea's President Yuri chamber’s work and promp- ICuUd 

was resigning after a dispute Meshkov of most of his pow- ting Mr. Tsekov’s resign a- 

over the composition of the ers in September. tion. VAfO fD C ('“\T 

parliamentary leadership. He played the pivoral role Crimea, where two-thirds * v I I I O V-/ 1 

Sergei Tsekov announced in parliament's power strug- of the 2.7 million residents \y i • 

:o deputies that he was step- gle with Mr. Meshkov in are ethnic Russians, has been 3 T 3.C l) I 
ping down after a week of September during which the pressing for closer ties with w 1 1 ‘ 

Turmoil over proposals to president locked deputies out Russia. Ukraine's parliament + k 

change the make-up of par- of their building for two days, la st month rescinded dozens 010000311} 

lament's presidium, but a ^ 

subsequent vote rejected his 
resignation and deputies 
•vere meeting to find a solu- 
tion. 


Mr. Tsekov has effectively 
become the most powerful 
man in Crimea’s hierarchy 
since parliament stripped 
Crimea's President Yuri 
Meshkov of most of his pow- 
ers in September. 

He played the pivoral role 
in parliament's power strug- 
gle with Mr. Meshkov in 
September during which the 
president locked deputies out 
of their building for two days. 

The week-long dispute fo- 
cused on demands by some 
parliamentary factions for 
greater representation in the 
presidium, which parlia- 


ment’s agenda and other 
issues of procedure. Many 
deputies refused to take pair 
in debates, blocking the 
chamber's work and promp- 
ting Mr. Tsekov’s resigna- 
tion. 

Crimea, where two-thirds 
of the 2.7 million residents 
are ethnic Russians, has been 
pressing for closer ties with 
Russia. Ukraine's parliament 
last month rescinded dozens 
of pieces of legislation viewed 
as separatist 3nd threatened 
to take further action unless 
the region abided by the 
Ukrainian constitution’ 


... .... PARIS (AFP) - Former 

Mr. Brown welcomed Mr. Culture Minister Jack Lang. 
Major's commitment to end ripped as the French left's 
job discrimination. “The fact front runner for presidential 
that Mr. Major raised in his elections next spring after 

speech was, I think, very Jacques Delors pulled out. 
important. It is clearly one of said Wednesday he “prob- 
the most serious underlying ably” will not’ stand as a 
problems Discrimination candidate. 

leaves many scars.” he said. ,, T . 

2 Mr. Lang, who has 

emerged as the most popular 
Pol/icf OH leftist figure after the with- 

i drXloLClf l draws! of the European 

_ f " Commission president from 

vJ K 1 1 the race at the weekend, said 

0 till L\s the left should take its time in 

1 . deciding its next step. 

P?}MPr .Asked on French radio: 

^ ^ ' "So you won’t be a candi- 

. . daw*?'*’ Mr. Lang replied: 

W H I NS HT “That’s vour prediction, and 

1 w w 1 you are probably not wrong." 

1/ adding: “We have to reflect. 

r\di ClC/l 1 1 take our rime, not rush into 

things." 

blOOd b 3th Mr Delors’ pullout has 

unjUUUatl 1 shattered the French left, 

KARACHI. Pakistan (R) - * hich * 3S °™S? * 
A militant Shiite Muslim 

leader Wednesday urged the 5?. nd J datc 10 **}“ on ^ ,IS1 


U.N. troops swoop on Rwandan 
camps to detain thugs, seize. weapons 


KIGALI (AFP) — U.N. 
to ops launched massive pre- 
dawn raids on two refugee 
2 amps in southeastern Rwan- 
da Wednesday to disarm and 
detain Hutu extremists who 
have been killing and wound- 
ing fellow refugees, U.N. 
spokesman Sammy Buo said. 

He said around 2,000 
troops went into the Kibeho 
and Ngago camps, adding 
that those detained for pos- 
sessing weapons — about 25 
by the middle of the day — 
would be turned over to’ the 
new Tutsi-led Rwandan au- 
thorities. 

The operation was con- 
tinuing late afternoon under 
the direction of the acting 
commander of the U.N. 
Assistance Mission in Rwan- 
da (UNAMIR), Brigadier 
General Henry Anyidoho of 


Ghana, who was on the spot, 
Mr. Buo said. 

Doctors working for the 
international charity Mede- 
dns Sans Frontieres (Doctors 
Without Borders) were on 
standby at their hospitals, in 
the region, but Mr. Buo said 
the operation was going 
smoothly. 

No shots had been fired 
and the camp residents had 
welcomed the U.N. troops, 
he said, adding that normal 
humanitarian operations had 
been suspended for the day 
but would resume Thursday. 

“There have been scenes 
of violence in the camps late- 
ly," Mr. Buo said. “The 
troops are weeding out those 
elements, and removing gre- 
nades and so on." 

The troops had seized 
around 200 weapons, he said. 


mostly machetes and spears, 
using metal detectors to find " 
those that had been hidden. 

He added rhac the raids 
had been carried out after 
consultation with the new 
Tutsi-dominated government 
in Rwanda. 

The camps in Rwanda — 
like those in neighbouring 
countries — harbour mem- 
bers of the majority Hutu 
tribe who were defeated by 
the Tutsis in a savage civil 
'war that ended in July after 
the Tutsis captured Kigali. 

Members of the Hutu in- 
terabamwe militias mas- 
sacred hundreds of thousands 
of Tutsis and Hutu opponents 
— butchering men, women 
and children with machetes 
and garden hoes — and have 
since come to dominate many 
of the camps. 


Clinton runs into Democratic flak 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Some of Bill Clinton's fellow 
Democrats, still reeling from 
November's electoral deba- 
cle, have begun going their 
own way even as the presi- 
dent prepares to lay out his 
agenda and define his rela- 
tionship with the new Repub- 
lican Congress. 

House of Representatives 
Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt all but declared his 
independence of the presi- 
dent on economic policy 
Tuesday, and former Senator 
Paul Tsongas, once a candi- 
date for the Democratic pres- 
idential nomination, began 
laying the groundwork for a 
third party in 1996. 

Mr. Clinton was to address 
the nation from rhe White 
House at 9 p.m. EST (0200 
GMT) Thursday. He cleared 
his schedule of ail public 
events in advance of the 
speech to hold budget and 
policy meetings which will 
help shape its content. 

But in a speech Tuesday 
which he made despite admi- 
nistration pleas to delay it, 
Mr. Gephardt drew a clear 
distinction between the poli- 
cies of the Democratic forces 
in Congress and those of the 
Democratic president. 

“Our agenda will come 
from America's houses, not 
from the White House and 
not from anywhere else.” he 
said. 

Political analysts view Mr. 
Qinton's address as a pivotal 
part of his effort to recover 
from the drubbing handed to 
him and his party in last 
month’s elections. 

Aides said Mr. Clinton 
would speak from the re- 
sidential pan of the White 


House rather than the Oval 
Office, to give his first major 
post-election policy pro- 
nouncements a folksy, per- 
son-to-person tone. 

White House spokes- 
woman Ginny Terzano said 
that Mr. Clinton’s speech, 
which was expected to in- 
clude a proposal for a middle- 
class tax cut, was “an oppor- 
tunity for him to say what we 
can do as a nation to get 
things back on track.” 

Except for two economic 
speeches during his first 
months in office, until now 
Mr. Clinton has used the 
majesty of the White House 
only to announce U.S. milit- 
ary actions. 

Asked if the major U.S. 
television networks had 
agreed to carry his speech, 
Ms. Terzano said: “As of last 
night. I don’t think there 
were commitments. 

“We certainly invite them 
to cover it. It’s an important 
speech.” she said. 

Ms. Terzano said no final 
decisions had been made on 
the shape of the tax cut prop- 
osal that Mr. Clinton is con- 
sidering. 

While the president pon- 
dered, Mr. Gephardt acted, 
proposing a tax break for 
families making less than 
$75,000 to counter tax cuts 
included in incoming Repub- 
lican House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich's “contract with 
America." 

“Let's face it: Many of 
America’s richest families 
wo- ild get a big giveaway 
under the (Republican) 
plan.” Mr. Gephardt said in a 
speech laying out his prospec- 
tive political battle plan to 
the centre for national policy. 


a Washington think-tank. 

"Under our proposal, 
we’ll allow the families that 
really need tax relief to stop 
paying taxes on part of their 
income," be said. 

During a news conference 
later Tuesday, Mr. Gephardt 
denied he had upstaged Mr. 
Qinton, telling reporters: 
“Believe me, you don’t up- 
stage a president. There is no 
effort to do that." 

But administration sources 
said that Mr. Gephardt had 
been asked to delay his 
speech and had declined. 
And as the Missouri lawmak- 
er was delivering what 
amounted to a declaration of 
independence, another 
prominent Democrat began 
laying the groundwork to try 
to deny Mr. Clinton reelec- 
tion in 1996. 

6en. Tsongas told the Bos- 
ton Globe he was circulating 
a memorandum proposing a 
third party led by a presiden- 
tial candidate such as retired 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff colin Powell. 

Sen. Tsongas said he be- 
lieves “a passionate centre 
party that's inclusive socially 
and prepared to make the 
hard choices fiscally ** could 
succeed “if it is led by the 
right person.” 

“The currency here would 
be the moral authority, the 
kind of moral authority the 
administration dearly does 
not have and that the ‘con- 
tract with America’ cannot 
provide, since it is poJl- 
driven.” the former Mas- 
sachusetts senator said. 

Sen. Tsongas said that 
Gen. Powell has received a 
copy of his sine-page memor- 
andum, but they have not 
discussed the proposal. 


government to move quickly 
to stem religiously motivated 
attacks in Karachi, where at 
least 92 people have been 
1 killed this month. 

“The government should 
i act fast to prevent the spread 
of sectarian violence dr 
i Karachi will witness another 
bloodbath," Hassan Turabi. 
general secretary of the 
1 Tehrike Jafria Pakistan (TJP) 

! group, told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

“We are finding it difficult 
to hold back our men from 
taking action against the kil- 
lers of their brothers." he 
said, blaming a rival Sunni 
Muslim group for attacks on 
TJP workers. 

He was speaking one day 
after gunmen killed three 
Shiites in separate incidents 

Police said two gunmen 
broke into the clinic of a 
35-year-old doctor known as 
a TJP supporter in central 
Karachi Tuesday and shot 
him dead in front of his horri- 
fied patients. 

The bullet-riddled body of 
a TJP activist who had been 
.kidnapped earlier was found 
at a nearby construction sire. 

Another TJP militant was 
shot dead in a central area 
and a Shiite man was killed in 
eastern Karachi Tuesday 
morning. 

Mr. Turabi accused the 
radical Sunni faction Sipah 
Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) of 
killing a total of 14 TJP party 
workers since gunmen 
sprayed bullets at a Sunni 
mosque Thursday. 


and Paris Mayor Jacques 


Chirac. 

In opinion polls published 
since Mr. Delors’ announce- 
ment Mr. Lang, a Euru-MP. 
has consistently appeared as 
the most popular alternative 
with voters, although he 
would still nor beat Mr. Bal- 
ladur or Mr. Chirac, accord- 
ing to the polls. 

Mr. Lang Wednesday 
echoed comments by maver- 
ick politician Bernard Tapie 
made the previous calling for 
the left to rally round a single 
candidate to avoid the risk of 
splitting its support. 

“1 think it is a good idea to 
gather together people who 
have ideas, proposals." he 
said, praising Mr. Tapie's 
“combatitiveness and ener- 
gy." 

Mr. Tapie. also tipped as a 
possible candidate, said 
Tuesday he was not a candi- 
date. but declined to rule out 
running if the struggle within 
the French left could not be 
resolved. 

Meanwhile, French law- 
makers overnight voted in 
favour of sweeping changes 
in the funding of politicians. 


Mandela intervenes in row 
between Buthelezi, Zulu king 


PRETORIA (AFP) — South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela Tuesday intervened 
in a simmering row between 
Home Affairs Minister Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi and Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini, 
Mr. Mandela’s office said in a 
statement. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joel Netshitenzhe said Mr. 
Mandela had persuaded Mr. 
Buthelezi. who is leader of 
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP), not to 
lead a march on the king’s 
palace at Noagoma. a remote 
village in the heart of 
KwaZulu-Natal province. 

Mr. Netshitenzhe said Mr. 
Mandela had spoken to Mr. 
Buthelezi by telephone to ex- 
press his concern that a 
march Zulu chiefs would 
heighten tension in the 
already volatile province. 

“He received an undertak- 
ing from Chief Buthelezi that 
he would seek to stop the 
march,” Mr. Netshitenzhe 
said. 

Mr. Mandela invited the 
Zulu chiefs to discuss com- 
plaints that his African 
National Congress (ANC) 
was interfering in provincial 
matters in KwaZulu-Natal, 


which is controlled by the 
IFP. he added. 

At a day-long meeting of 
dozens of chiefs in Ulundi. 
Buthelezi’s headquarters, it 
was derided to send a delega- 
tion to Pretoria to meet Man- 
dela. 

At the heart of the row are 
claims by Mr. Buthelezi and 
the IFP that, since historic 
all-race elections in April, 
King Zwelithini has been man- 


ipulated by ANC-aligned . claims that King Zwelithini’s 


Zulu advisers. 

The king has repeatedly 
snubbed requests by Mr. 
Buthelezi, KwaZulu-Natal 
Premier Frank Mdlalose and 
the chiefs to meet him and no 
longer treats Mr. Buthelezi as 
his traditional prime minis- 
ter. 

Until the election, which 
was won by the ANC, King 
Zwelithini was in Mr. 
Mr. Bntbelezi’s pocket because 
the Zulu leader, as head of 
the now-defunct KwaZulu 
tribal homeland, paid his sal- 
ary. 

But King Zwelithini’s 
office is now funded by the 
central government and the 
monarch has moved quickly 
into the ANC camp. 

The king refused to meet a 


safety had been under threat. 

The ANC, the IFP added, 
was meddling in the affairs of 
the Zulu royal house and had 
succeeded in isolating King 
Zwelithini from his subjects. 

King Zwelithini’s spokes- 
man. Prince Sifiso Zulu. 
Tuesday accused Mr. 
Buthelezi and the IFP of 
manipulating the chiefs in 
order to pressure the king. 

The march. Prince Sifiso 
added, was “intended to mis- 
lead the nation as if the 
Amakhosi (the chiefs) are 
rebelling against the king." 

He maintained the Icing 
was not at odds with his 
chiefs, who were welcome to 
approach him provided the 
correct channels were fol- 
lowed. 


Political donations set to make comeback in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Major 
Japanese corporations keen 
to gamer influence are poised 
to resume political donations 
after the creation of a huge 
new opposition party, 
businessmen said 
Wednesday. 

But things are not going to 
be as cosy as in the past for 
Japan’s grand old party, the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), which used to reap 
the bulk of corporate 
largesse. 

Now business has a range 
of conservative parties from 
which to choose. Many will 
hedge their bets. 

Interest in fund-raising has 
also quickened because of 
widespread speculation about 
early elections if Prime 
Mi n i s t e r T o m i i c h i 
Murayama’s fractious Social- 
ist Party splinters and forces a 
collapse of the ruling coali- 
tion. 

Elections are technically 
not due until mid- 1997. 

Corporate political con- 
tributions died down in mid- 
1993 after Japan's most 
powerful business group de- 
rided to halt its 32-year prac- 
tice of funnelling donations 
to political parties. 

The decision by the Japan 


Federation of Economic 
Organisations (Keidanren) 
was prompted by the arrests 
of several politicians involved 
in money-for-favours scan- 
dals. 

Keidank that the organisa- 
tion would not again “coor- 
dinate" political donations 
from its 1.200 member com- 
panies. bur each firm or in- 
dustry association was free to 
make" contributions. 

With the creation last week 
of non-Communist opposi- 
tion parties, companies are 
considering resuming dona- 
tions.- officials at the firms 
said. 

In response to requests by 
political parties, they plan to 
make contributions to one or 
more of the alternatives — 
the new opposition group, 
the LDP. or the Sakigake 
Party. 

The LDP and Sakigake are 
partners in the Socialist-led 
coalition. 

Both the New Frontier 
Party and Sakigake consist 
largely of parliamentarians 
who have broken away from 
the LDP- over the past year 
and a half. 

Pundits say the emergence 
of the New Frontier Party, 
the second-largest political 


grouping in Japan, could be 
the start of a two-party sys- 
tem after nearly four decades 
of one-party rule by the LDP. 

Car makers will make poli- 
tical contributions to the 
three parties through the 
Japan Automobile Manufac- 
turers Association (JAMA), 
a JAMA official said. 

JAMA, which groups 13 
automobile makers, had been 
making political contribu- 
tions to the LDP and the 
Democratic Socialist Party 
(DSP) until last year. 

The prolonged recession 
would make it difficult for the 
association to increase dona- 
tions, the official said. “Its 
contribution will likely be less 
than the total 95 million yen 
($950,000) it gave last year to 
the LDP and the DSP." 

Apart from the JAMA 
donations, car makers also 
make individual contribu- 
tions to political parties. 

Japan's largest steel mak- 
er. Nippon Steel Corp. is 
considering contributing to 
the LDP and the New Fron- 
tier Party. Chairman Hiroshi 
Saito told reporters Tuesday. 

“If the company decides to 
make political contributions 
this y tar, the total amount 
would be less than 50 million 


yen ($500.0001.” a Nippon 
Steel spokesman said. 

Mr. Saito. who is nfco 
chairman of the Japan Iron 
and Steel Federation, said 
the federation would leave 
each company in the group- 
ing to decide a plan on poli- 
tical contributions. 

Banks including Sumitomo 
Bank Ltd are likely to follow 
suit. A Sumitomo Bank 
spokesman said ir would soon 
make a decision on political 
donations. 

Tf we do, we may extend 
donations to the parties re- 
bted to the LDP is we usif 
to do, he said. 

Yasuoki Takcuchi. ehair- 
man of the Petroleum Axmv 
cianon of Japan. pu t the 
situation bluntly Wednesday 
wmle announcing that the 
association had decided to 
resume donations to the LDP 
by the end of the year. 

"The association needs 
political power, otherwise 
profits .will be taken aw av as 
tax, he told a news confer- 
ence. 

The association has not re- 
oeived requests from 
other political parties and it 
has no plans to give dona- 
tions to the others, he 7^ 


in particular banning corpo- 
rate financing in a move in- 
tended to clean up sleaze in 
political life. 

The National Assembly, 
meeting in fate night session, 
also agreed to increase public 
funding of panics and candi- 
dates and to tower the ceiling 
on allowed expenses. 

The anti-corruption mea- 
sures, which will be discussed 
by the Senate next week, 
were proposed by the govern- 
ment in the wake of a recent 
wave of scandals involving 
politicians, including minis- 
ters. 

In particular rhe MPs 
agreed to public funding of 51) 
per cent of election expenses, 
while lowering the ceiling on 
such expenses by 30 per cent. 
The latter measure was in 
effect imposed on them by 
Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua. 

The measures were agreed 
by 1 17 out of 143 deputies 
present for the late-night 
vote, with 26 abstaining. The 
turnout was exceptional for 
such a sitting. 


delegation of chiefs Friday, 
claiming he was acting under 
doctor's orders not to attend' 
meetings. 

In a statement, the IFP 
said the chiefs Tuesday had 
been merely seeking an audi- 
ence with "King Zwelithini 
and rejected ANC claims that 
they tried to “march on one 
of the royal residences." 

The statement further de- 
scribed as “mischievous." 


QE2 leaves 
Hamburg after 
$45 refit 

HAMBURG. Germany (R) 

— Cunard Line's Queen Eli- 
zabeth II luxury litter left the . ' 
nonh German" port city of 
Hamburg Wednesday after a 
22-dav, $45 million refurbish- . 
ment. The almost 300-mctrt- ' 
long ocean liner left the dry j 
dock at the Blohm Voss Ship*-. ! 
yard in the early hours and _j 
set said for Southampton, 
England, where it was to < 
undergo seu tests. AH 
restaurants and cabins Oft. i 
the 13-storcy ship have been •: 
revamped. Bathrooms went,' 
redecorated and some mtftfdtii 
with marble. The final': 
touches, such as laying catv 
pets, were due to be t&tar.. : 
cue of cn route to Britain,'-? 
Cunard launched the refit in . 
New York on Nov. 14 by.:' 
donating 1 .MX! pieces of used , 
furniture to a U.S. charity. 
The QE2’s new trappings Wk.- 
cludc 2,252 new light fix-* 
tines. 12 pieces of comma- ' 
sioned art work and 10,009’ 
pints of lager stocked in 1 
new English pub, the Golden 
Lion, launched in 1967, the 
ship already has a Jti-car gats 
age. its own newspaper, 13..; 
lifts and a crew of LOOP. - 


Court gag stops 
papers naming Si 
lottery winner 


LONDON (AFP) — Cam* 
lot. the company that ran* 'f&f 
Britain's National Lottery, 
ohruined an injunction raiv 
bidding the Daily Mirror and 
the Sun from identifying ttsb 1 
week’s £18 million (S27 m$* 
lion) winner- CamehM say ft fe 
had obtained an injiwctfc* 
restraining Mirror Group- 
Newspapers and News Inver- 
national from pu bhshing in- 
directly or indirectly the 
identity of the winner, said to ■’t-'r:: 
bc a factory worker, taring ' 1 
a terraced house in nortfpni 1 ! 
England “CamclOYi* 4 * 
advised that it would hen* » 
contempt of court . * 

other publication to ] 

disclose the -.ndlv-ifS^tV ‘ 
identity." the cojftpfefcy :- 
added in a statement; -Ibe 1 Jr 
Sun Wednesday re&aincd ^ 
from iden t if tcafrtb, but j.j* 
claimed the winner was a t .Jf 
married Asian factory worker M 
in his early 30s with three 
%ons. who called in sick Mofr* 


day, after winning the largest 
prize over offered for a game m 
of Chance in Britain Satur* 
day. The tabloid gave details 
of the winner’s lifestyle and 
neighbours' reactions over 
three pages with partially 
blacked out pictures of his '* 1 ? 
home bearing the word 
“Censored” across the mid- ffT- 
dle. In a statement. Sun edi- . 
tor Stuan Higgins said the ? ■' 
paper had no intention of Vi 
publishing the winner’s name V -j 
— even though several of his } 
neighbours and friends and * * 
friends called the newspaper 
to identify him. "We have no * : 
wish to cause this family dis- 1 
tress but it is .ludicrous to t . 
believe that a man, who lives *; 
a normal, ordinary life and \ - 
then wins £18 million on the \ 
lottery, can remain anony- 
mous for very long. “We 
intend to challenge this in- 
junction, not just because we ■*? " 
want to publish the man’s ?*_ 
name, but to defend what we ** 
believe to be a basic right of 11 , 
freedom of speech. “We be- 
lieve Canielot's heavy- :u : 
handed move could set s - 
dangerous precedent." JJ.’-. 

Prehistoric tree ^ 
species found in *> 
Australian gorge *[’- 

S\ DNEY (R) — Thirty-nine \ 
trees related to a species that " 
existed 150 million vears.aco* 
have been found west of Svd- 
nev. but the New South 
y a,t * s . government Wednes- 
day said it would keep their 
exact location secret to en- 
sure their safety. The pre- 
viously unknown trees, some 
measuring -in metres tall and , 
three metres m diameter, are ™ ~ 
jn a deep gorge in the Wool- 

S'l?' 11101 ' 31 P;,rk - atou* , 

-mi kilometres west of Svd- */ 

ncy in the Bine Mountains. L. 

Director of the Svdnev Bow- ** 

me Gardens. I.’., prick Cham- 

bus. vlll j t | ie ( „,| y nthcr liis . 

wove, y „f IXS kind was made f? 

1" ?? whcn smoih vt piehis- 

in n. , rtfc v Sptv ‘ e ‘* found L 

Wihikr >:i c N ' ,<u,n;i1 and A 

Jj it! fe Scrv,lv officer David ^ , 

whti - C cai i lc :icu>ss ,ht ' frees 

tiocp gorge m the nark in k- 
August. -Initiiiffv 1 didn’t 

Jmt U lh m : l Uyrh,n * ,,cw hut 5 m 

th nn f U * ht * l 

™ w «dncsdu> The trees/ ^ 
t layered in dense w a xv - 

blv ; h e i WUh * l,N, *netrie hub- ^ 

t o r» r - L l,u?l ' rv , l ' vc o{ rrehiv ’ 

Sr n ?Ti ) park - 50 Ui * tf i 

bivn if i' f ‘ iUVcni,c * twvc- W ; 4 
one rS ‘ m,,km S « also, , , 
pi-ims " or hl’s- rarest 
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NATO launches bid to beef up 
U.N. peacekeeping in Bosnia 


Rebel soldiers loyal to Mus&m leader Fikret Abdk run for 
shelter during rireet fights in the western Bosnian town of 
Vefika Kladnsa, some 40 kilometres north of Btbac. Bosnian 


Serb forces and Abdic soldiers are continuously advancing 
an their way to surround the Bosnian Muslim enclave Bihac 
(AFP photo) 


7 Indian ministers offer to quit 
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. NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
.'/Seven Indian ministers 
Wednesday offered to resign 
as the ruling Congress (I) 
Party began a crucial meeting 
here following its election 
rout in two key southern 
states. 

The seven ministers said 
they: were ready to quit to 
enable Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, 73, to 
reshuffle his cabinet in the 
wake of the humiliating de- 
feat in the states of Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka. 

l^je middle-rung ministers, 
made the offer to Mr. Rao 
some three hours before the 
powerful Congress Working 
Committee (CWC) started its 
twtwlay meeting to debate 
the :fate of the country’s 
three;year-old economic re- 
forms. 

Tfyey included Minister of 
State for External Affairs 
Salman Khnrshid, Minister of 
Stale for Transport Jagdish 
Tytler, Minister of State for 
Enviroupient Kamal Nath, n 
andjjiy^omfor. of - State for 


opposite 

reforms 


government should project 
its “anti-poverty program- 
mes'* forcefully to blunt 
isition charges that the 
were for the rich. 

Mr. Rao, who has come 
under widespread flak over 
the Congress debacle, did not 
react to the ministers’ sugges- 
tion. He later presided over 
the CWC meeting held at his 
heavily-guarded official resi- 
dence. 

India's Minister for Civil 
Supplies A.K. Antony res- 
igned Wednesday over a 
sugar import scandal that has 
paralysed parliament for two 
days. 

Mr. Antony told a news 
conference: “I own moral re- 
sponsibility and I have res- 
igned as minister.” 



Mr. Antony resigned after 
a govemmenr minister told 
parliament that an official re- 
port on the scandal last year 
had named Mr. Antony along 
with other senior officials. 

There was no immediate 
Confirmation whether the res- 
Sukhbans Kaur. resignation had been accepted 
seven urged Mr. Rap. ?by Mr. Rao. 

Congress spokesman 
Vithal Gadgfl said the CWC 
would discuss party strategy 
for elections scheduled in 
February 1995 in five of Indi- 
a's 25 states. Parliamentary 
elections are due in mid- 
1996. 

The economic reforms, in- 


to take action against cabinet 
met&bers tainted by corrup- 
tion charges, saying the Con- 
gress’ sagging image and in- 
fighting were also to blame 
for its poll defeat, a spokes- 
~ jin' for the group said. 

' The ministers expressed 
full backing to the economic 
liberalisation, but said the 


itiated by Mr. Rao after he 
became prime minister m 
June 1991„ have been widely 
blamed for the poll rout. A 
senior Congress leader, Ar- 
jun Singh, demanded Sunday 
that they be given a human 
face. 

Arjnn Singh, a federal 
minister and a rival to Mr. 
Rao, got ready support from 
Narain Dutt Tiwari, who 
heads the Congress chapter 
in the most populous Indian 
state of Uttar Pradesh. 

Congress sources said both 
were expected to reiterate 
their demand despite the 
public support from other 
leaders in the party to the 
liberalisation policy, which 
has won global acclaim. 

“It will be a cnicial meet- 
ing,” said one Congress 
source. “It will decide the 
future of the party, and how 
to refurbish the reforms if the 
majority wants it.” 

But a section of the party 
has also blamed infighting 
and corruption in the '109-'’ 
‘the 


reverses, whBe 'sbiitl 
Mr. f&o <p“quit as the paify 1 
president. 

Mr. Rao has been meeting 
party MPs to discuss the de- 
feat in the polls, which were 
seen as a referendum on him. 
Mr. Rao sought support for 
his reforms at the poll in 
Andhra Pradesh, his home 
state, and neighbouring Kar- 
nataka. 


Uproar in Italian parliament as 
Berlusconi government wobbles 


ROME (AFP) — Silvio Ber- 
lusconi's coalition partner, 
the Northern League, step- 
ped jip the pressure on his 
embattled government 
Wednesday by backing a call 
to set up a commission to 
investigate the Berlusconi- 
dominated audiovisual indus- 
try. .. 

The move, led by par- 
liamentary speaker Irene 
Pivetti and adopted by the 
lower house, led to cries of 
“coup d'etat” and calls for 
her immediate resignation 
from deputies of the other 
two coalition parties, the 
neofasdsr National Alliance 
and Mr. Berlusconi's Forza 
Italia. 

The creation of the prop- 
<~fl commission threatens to 
1 .ether isolate the prime 
junisber in a bid to deal with 
jffhe Italian radio and televi- 
sion rector which is monopol- 
ised 'by Mr. Berlusconi’s 
Fininvest business empire. 

The speaker's decision 
effectively takes the reform 
of the audiovisual industry 
out of the hands of the parlia- 
ment's culture committee, 
led by Berlusconi supporter 
Vittorio Sgarbi who has a 
daily programme on one of 
Fmm vest’s channels. 

An an critics, Mr. Sgarbi 
has been an outspoken oppo- 
nent of the magistrates in the 
“Clean Hands” corruption 
inquiry. He said the Northern 
League move was an “act of 
in timidatio n which must be 
strongly resisted.” 

The - Northern League and 
the leftist opposition have 
each filed motions blasting 
the government’s judicial 
policy. 

Tins could bring down the 
beleaguered Berlusconi gov- 
ernment when the motions 
come up for parliamentary 
debate. 

After the motions were 
filed Tuesday night. Minister 
for^elations with Parliament 
G 3ano Ferrara said the 
government would call a vote 
of confidence in Prime Minis- 
ter Silrio Berlusconi's cabinet 
when the issues go to parlia- 


ment. 

The motions are designed 
to force Justice Minister 
Alfredo Biondi into parlia- 
ment for grilling by deputies, 
after the resignation of two 
major judges highlighted the 
tension within the Italian 
judiciary. 

Since coming to office, Mr. 
Berlusconi has tried to reign 
in Italy’s three-year anti- 
corruption probe, accusing 
magistrates of trying to run 
the government while they in 
turn have accused the prime 
minister of trying to muzzle 
them. 

The motions can only beat 
'up Italy’s deepening political 
crisis at a time when Mr. 
Berlusconi himself is under 
investigation for possible 
business corruption, when an 
austerity draft budget has 
triggered widespread discon- 
tent and the lira has fallen to 
record lows against the mark 
this week, analysts said. 

The motion filed by the 
federalist Northern League 
— and signed by its feisty 
leader Umberto Bossi — said 
the right-wing “government’s 
conduct and in particular that 
of the justice minister has 
deeply troubled Italian public 
opinion.” 

The motion accused the 
government of trying to block 
enquiries against Mr. Berlus- 
coni. It also blamed the gov- 
ernment for the current 
“deep conflict among institu- 
tional powers” which it said 
was exemplified by such 
“dramatic events as the res- 
ignation of Judge Antonio Di 
Pietro.” 

Judge Di Pietro, a top 
“dean hands” investigator 
who became a national hero 
for his work in exposing 
widespread graft, hinted at 
harassment by the Berlusconi 
government when he stepped 
down last week, citing politic- 
al manoeuvring he said left 
him unable to carry on. 

He was followed this week 
by a top appeals court judge, 
Amaldo Valente, who res- 
igned to protest criticism that 
he had sought to help Mr. 


Berlusconi when he transfer- 
red a corruption case from 
Milan to Brescia. 

The other motion filed 
Tuesday by the leftist opposi- 
tion demanded that the gov- 
ernment renounce what it 
called its aggressive actions 
towards the Italian judiciary 
and its administrative probes 
against the Milan “clean 
bands” judges on public cor- 
ruption. 

The motion dted in exam- 
ple “the violent insults repe- 
ated on a television station 
belonging to” Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi. 

Mr. Berlusconi, dismissing 
the storm clouds gathering 
over his shaky coalition gov- 
ernment, has vowed to stay in 
office saying there was no 
evidence to back corruption 
allegations against him. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who was 
grilled Tuesday by Milan's 
“clean hands” anti-graft 
magistrates, said he would 
not ignore his responsibilities 
and desert his country. 

“My character tells me that 
a job undertaken must be 
followed through, no matter 
the cost. One must never 
surrender in the face of nega- 
tive events if one is sure of his 
own good motives,” Mr. Ber- 
lusconi said on television. 

"I confirm ... my firm in- 
tention not to cease from the 
task which was assigned to 
me by virtue of the mandate I 
■received (in elections) on 
March 27 from the majority 
of Italians,” said Mr. Berlus- 
coni, looking tired but speak- 
ing forcefully. 

“Tomorrow morning I will 
return to politics and I hope 
they will be serious politics,” 
the billionaire businessman 
said in an interview with one 
of the three television chan- 
nels owned by his Fininvest 
conglomerate. 

“I hope that ... it will be 
possible to proceed in pre- 
senting the government prog- 
ramme for the nest six nwnths, 
having already outlined the 
results of this government's 
first seven months of work.” 


Ethiopian 
emperor 
strangled 
by Marxists 
— court 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Ethiopia’s frail Emperor 
Haile Selassie was strangled 
in his bed by the Marxist 
army officers who overthrew 
him and now stand trial 19 
years later for the systematic 
murder of thousands, a court 
heard Wednesday. 

Lawyers said this was the 
first official account of how 
the feudal emperor died after 
the revolution that deposed 
him — the most notorious 
muTder of a monarch since 
Tsar Nicholas and his family 
were shot following the Rus- 
sian Revolution. 

Judges reading charges of 
genocide and murder on the 
second,^ .of. trials. -against 
someJ)7 former members of 
dictator-s^lejigistu- J-JaH-e 
Mariapi’sL Rxfitoiy junta <or 
“dergue” said they had met 
on Aug. 23 1975: 

”... And with complete 
premeditation resolved that 
His Imperial Majesty Haile 
Selassie should be strangled 
because he was head of the 
feudal system. 

“He was so strangled on 
Aug. 26, 1975 in his bed most 
cruelly.” 

Popular legend has for 
years told how the frail, 82- 
year-old emperor was suffo- 
cated with a pillow by an 
assassin sent by the deigue in 
Addis Ababa's grand palace 
after being detained there for 
a year. 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) ■ — 
NATO countries involved in 
Bosnia Wednesday launched 
a .pk * 1 10 restore some credi- 
bility to the beleaguered 
U.N.-peacekeeping mission 
there in a bid to reduce press- 
ure for U.N. troops to aban- 
don the conflict-torn country. 

The move, initiated by 
France but pushed strongly 
by the United States, came 
-against a background of in- 
creased attacks and hostage- 
taking directed against U.N. 
Protection Force soldiers 
which the international com- 
munity has appeared power- 
less to prevent. 

Chiefs of staff from the 
nine NATO countries with 
troops in the former Yugosla- 
via — Belgium, Britain, 
Canada, Denmark, France, 
the Netherland, Italy, Nor- 
way, Spain, Turkey — plus 
Italy and the United States 
will meet in the Hague Mon- 
day for talks on strengthening 
UNPROFOR, a senior U.S. 
official said. 

The creation of a huma- 
nitarian corridor between the 
Adriatic port of Split and the 
besieged Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo, strengthening de- 
fences around Sarajevo air- 
port and regrouping vulner- 
able small groups of U.N. 
troops into larger bodies, are 
among the ideas that will be 
discussed. 

Non-NATO troop contri- 
buting nations, such as Rus- 
sia, and UNPROFOR com- 
manders could also be invited 
to the Hague, the U.S. offi- 
cial indicated. 

“Obviously we will have ot 
take into account the views of 
all the concerned parties and 
the group will have to work 
out the best way to do that,” 
he said. 

Washington’s commitment 
last week to providing 25,000 
ground troops to guarantee 
the security of U.N. troops in 
the event they are forced to 
withdraw, has provided 
troop-contributing countries 
with a guarantee that has 
eased short-term pressure for 
them to be pulled out. 


NATO diplomats indicated. 

But the prospect of a with- 
drawal being precipitated by 
a lifting of the arms embargo 
against the Bosnian govern- 
ment early next year remains. 

Robert Dole, leader of the 
incomiong Republican 
majority in the U.S. Con- 
gress, has pledged to make 
lifting the embargo a priority. 

The U.S. administration is 
desperate to avoid such a 
scenario by demonstrating 
that UNPROFOR serves 
some useful purpose in Bos- 
nia. 

Perry joined other defence 
ministers in emphasising that, 
while UNPROFOR faDed to 
prevent the supposed safe 
haven of Bihac being overrun 
by the Bosnian Serbs, it has 
had concrete achievements: 
ensuring humanitarian aid 
was delivered, stabilising cen- 
tral Bosnia and preventing 
the spread of the war. 

The ideas discussed by the 
concerned ministers over 
breakfast here Wednesday 
are an attempt to build on 
these. 

“This is just the beginning 
of a process of evaluating 
ideas to keep UNPROFOR 
doing Its job and to show the 
outside world including tbe 
public on Capitol HiU that 
.this is being done,” the U.S. 
official said, adding that the 
U.S. guarantee of troops for 
withdrawal made this feasi- 
ble. 

“A tightrope walker with a 
safety net is going to be a 
little more adventurous than 
without. The U.S. decision 
provides that safety net." 

Meanwhile a four-year-old 
girl was killed when a mortar 
bomb hit the Bosnian Muslim 
town of Bihac, a U.N. “safe 
area” besieged by Serbs, the 
U.N. said Wednesday. 

Special U.N. envoy 
Yasfaushi AJcashi was due to 
travel to Sarajevo and to the 
nearby Bosnian Serb centre 
of Pale in a further effort to 
secure a ceasefire covering 
the whole of Bosnia, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

U.N. operations have been 


crippled by Serb forces 
angered by NATO air strikes 
and the U.N. commander in 
Bosnia. Gemeral Sir Michael 
Rose, made clear he would 
call in alliance bombers only 
as a last resort. 

“I think NATO air strikes 
should be our last choice 
after all else has failed,” he 
said in an interview with 
Croatia's Slobodna Dalmad- 
ja newspaper published 
Wednesday. 

The U.N. has suggested 
that the danger posed by Serb 
missile batteries means the 
skies over Bosnia are too 
dangerous for NATO war- 
planes, but the alliance insists 
it remains ready to provide 
air power for the United Na- 
tions. 

Captain Jim Mitchell, 
spokesman at NATO’s 
Southern Command in Na- 
ples, told Reuters: “We stand 
ready to provide dose air 
support for UNPROFOR. 
We understand the threat 
from surface to air missile 
(SAM) systems and we are 
prepared to deal with the 
threat. We continue to offer 
our air support.” 

A U.N. spoekswoman said 
tbe Bihac mortar blast Tues- 
day, in which two civilians 
were also wounded, was fol- 
lowed two hours later by a 
heavy-caJibre round, possibly 
from an anti-aircraft gun, 
which hit the U.N. base camp 
there. No one was injured. 

Mortar bombs fired by 
Serb forces have crashed into 
Bihac town almost daily this 
month, killing at least two 
civilians and wounding about 
a dozen. 

Bosnian Serbs backed by 
rebel Serbs from tbe Krajina 
region of Croatia and re- 
negade Muslim attacking 
from Croatia have taken a 
fifth of the Bihac pocket in 
recent weeks. 

A Bangladeshi U.N. 
peacekeeping unit has been 
targetted by Serbs an cl Mus- 
lim rebels. A rocket attack on 
a U.N. armoured vehicle 
Monday wounded five Bang- 
ladeshis and one later died. 


the Serbs 
r raids on 


NATO jets bombed three 
Bosnian Serb airfield three 
weeks ago after 
staged several ai 
Bihac town. 

BNut NATO scaled back 
flights after Bosnian Serbs 
began to “lock on” to their 
patrols with missile radar, 
took some 500 U.N. 
peacekeepers hostage and 
paralysed U.N. aid opera- 
tions. 

“The U.N. doesn't want to 
ask us for air power because 
we will then have to deal with 
the SAMs (surface-to-air- 
missiles),” a Western military 
sources said Wednesday. 

“And the last time we did 
that the consequences for 
UNPROFOR appeared to be 
retaliation in the form of 
hostage-taking,” he said. 

U.N. spokeswoman Claire 
Grimes said intense fighting 
continued around the edges 
of Bihac town but there was 
no apparent change in front 
lines. 

“It appears that the Bos- 
nian and Krajina Serbs are 
making some attempt to com- 
plete the encirclement of 
Bihac town.” 

Bosnian government 
troops also fought with Serbs 
and Muslim rebels for control 
of the town of Velika Kladu- 
sa. 

"They are now cutting off 
two main roads leading out of 
the town. That is obviously 
making it difficult for those in 
there,” U.N. spokesman Col- 
onel Jan-Drik Van Merveldt 
said. 

Bangladeshi peacekeepers 
were confined to shelters. 

Col. Merveldt said that in 
the Sarajevo area, the Bos- 
nian army launched an attack 
Tuesday on Bosnian Serb 
forces on the edge of a de- 
militarised zone on Mount 
Igman, to the south of the 
city. 

Bosnian “special police" 
units captured a Serb check- 
point in the fighting, which, 
according to Serb sources, 
left nine Bosnian Serb sol- 
diers dead and 20 wounded. 


U.N.panelrebuke^Btiri^aforrights violations 


j- UNITED Nations (R)— ’Committee’s decisions! 


A U.N. General Assembly 
panel deplored human rights 
violations in Burma and 
again called on the Rangoon 
government to release Aung 
San Suu Kyi, the Nobpl 
Peace Prize winner in her 
sixth year of detention with- 
out trial. 

A resolution was adopted 
by consensus by the General 
Assembly’s Social, Huma- 
nitarian and Cultural Com- 
mittee without a vote. A de- 
cision by tbe committee, 
which includes all U.N. mem- 
bers, is tantamount to pas- 
sage by the full Assembly 
which will rubber-stamp the 


The document.urged Bur- 
ma to respect human rights 
and put an end to “practices" 
of torture, abuse of women, 
forced labour, forced reloca- 
tions and summary execu- 
tions. 

Human rights groups and 
U.N. bodies have reported 
forced labour on railroads 
and building projects on a 
massive scale across the 
country, with no wages, food 
or medical care. 

The military is accused of 
raping women and the num- 
ber of women sold into pros- 
titution in Thailand is grow- 
ing. 


But the resolution was mil- 
der in its language than in 
past years, mainly due to 
Japan and other Asian na- 
tions, who nevertheless re- 
frained from sponsoring the 
draft promoted by Western 
and European states. 

It welcomed recent meet- 
ings between the government 
and Aung San Suu Kyi. lead- 
er of the democratic opposi- 
tion, as well as the govern- 
ment’s efforts to win cease- 
fire agreements with armed 
ethnic groups. 

For the first time since she 
was put under house arrest in 
July 1989, Aung San Suu Kyi 
was permitted to meet visi- 


tors outside her family and 
has had meetings with gov- 
ernment leaders. 

Nevertheless, the resolu- 
tion noted that meetings on 
drafting a new constitution 
still focused on giving the 
military a leading role in the 
nation’s future political life. 

The State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC), a military body, 
was established as a tempor- 
ary government after pro- 
democracy uprisings in 1988. 

The National Convention, 
established by SLORC in 
January 1993, is meeting on a 
new constitution with 
apparently no end in sight. 


Former Soviet republics worried by Chechen crisis 


KIEV (Agencies) — Former 
Soviet republics expressed 
concern that the conflict in 
Russia’s Caucasian territory 
of Chechenya could spread, 
but were careful to limit their 
comments to calls for further 
negotiations. 

The tiny Baltic state of 
Estonia was the sole republic 
to criticise outright Russia's 
military intervention in the 
mainly Muslim territory on 
its southern flank. Its parlia- 
ment urged Russia to end its 
“undeclared war” in the re- 
gion. 

The Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter of Ukraine, Russia's most 
powerful neighbour, urged 
Russia and the leaders of 
rebe^ Chechenya to come to a 
negotiated settlement. 

“Both’ sides have shown 
insufficient will. Banking on 
military force will always lead 
to a clearly undesirable out- 
come,” Boris Tarasyuk told a 
news conference in Kiev. 

Ukraine’s Parliamentary 
Chairman Olexander Moroz, 
speaking in the Albanian 
capital Tirana, said he “was 
categorically opposed to us- 
ing force in any conflict.” He 
proposed sending a group of 
parliamentarians to 
Chechenya to study the situa- 
tion. 

Belarus, the third Slav pil- 
lar in the former Soviet heart- 
land, said the fighting was 
pointless. 

“The conflict pits an 
elephant against a small pup- 
py and the outcome is wholly 
predictable," Belarussian 
Prime Minister Mikhail Chi- 
gir told reporters in Minsk. 

But parliament in Estonia, 
a country of 1.6 million lock- 
ed in its own territorial dis- 
pute with Russia, unanimous- 
ly backed a “categorical pro- 
test” against the interven- 
tion. 

It urged international orga- 


nisations to help end rhe con- 
flict and guarantee the “right 
of self-determination of the 
Chechen people. The Esto- 
nian parliament appeals to 
the Russian State Duma with 
the hope that (it) will end the 
undeclared war against 
Chechenya." 

But deputies backed away 
from calls to acknowledge 
that Chechenya had proc- 
laimed itself independent 
from Russia in 1991. 

In Lithuania, generally less 
strident in its statement over 
Russian policy. President 
Algirdas Brazauskas said the 
conflict had reached the stage 
where "ill-conceived actions 
can have very serious con- 
sequences. Chechenya is a 
part of Russia but bloody 
deeds there will influence 
Russia's stability." 

Fighting in Chechenya in- 
tensified Tuesday, with Rus- 
sian troops backed by war- 
planes fighting fierce battles 
against Chechen troops 
around the capital Grozny. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev said Russia would 
be ready to use what force 
was necessary to bring 
Chechenya into line if it re- 
fused to disarm its fighting 
units. 

In the republics closest to 
the fighting, officials were 
even more cautious in asses- 
sing the conflict following the 
weekend dispatch of Russian 
troops. 

The Foreign Ministry in 
Kazakhstan, a vast republic 
straddling Central Asia and 
European Russia, said milit- 
ary conflicts "are fraught 
with undermining stability in 
the whole post-Soviet space.” 

Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze made no pub- 
lic statements. But members 
of parliament privately 
admitted crushing the 
Chechen rebellion would give 


the green light for Georgia to 
crack down on separatists in 
its Abkhazia region. 

Haydar Aliyev, president 
of the mainly Muslim Repub- 
lic of Azerbaijan, said during 
a Monday stopover in Turkey 
that his country felt “great 
concern." He called for new 
talks but said Russia's bor- 
ders, containing Chechenya. 
had to be respected. 

In Armenia, involved in 
the dispute with Azerbijan 
over the territory of Nagor- 
no-Karabakh, a spokesman 
for President Levon Ter- 
Petrosyan said the dispute 
was an internal Russian mat- 
ter. But Armenian politicians 
suggested Azerbaijan could 
be drawn into any lengthy 
conflict over Chechenya. 

The brigade of elderly street 
sweepers in Lubyanka 
Square had their hands full 
just keeping the steady snow 
from piling up on the side- 
walk, but they still took time 
out for a good argument ab- 
out Chechenya. 

“You have to maintain 
order, you have to defend the 
country’s borders,” 65-year- 
old Leonid Petrov said in 
defence of President Boris 
Yeltsin's decision to send 
troops into the breakaway 
southern republic. “Just do it 
so there are no victims.” 

“Foo” said Valentina Igal- 
kina, her orange hair peeking 
out from under her fur hat. 
"The troops should not be 
there. Those are temper- 
amental. hot people down 
there and we Russians are 
cooler. We should talk it 
out.” 

In polls released Tuesday, 
more Russians tended to side 
with Igalkina in opposing the 
milittuy campaign, which Mr. 
Yeltsin has said is aimed at 
bringing Chechenya's war- 
ring sides to a negotiated 
settlement. 


Not that Russians feel 
much sympathy for 
Chechenya or its Russian- 
baiting president, Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. Few think 
Chechenya should be allowed 
to secede; they just don want 
their soldiers put at risk. 

“If Russia didn’t pay so 
much attention to it. 
Chechenya would crawl back 
— it can’t survive on its 
own,” said Boris Subbotin, a 
doctor, as he brushed 8 cen- 
timetres of snow off his car 
windows. 

Only 18 per cent of St. 
Petersburg residents polled 
said they supported the milit- 
ary operation at all. while 62 
per cent opposed it apd 21 
per cent couldn't say. The 
poll by the independent 
Analytical Centre had a mar- 
gin of error of 2 per cent. 

A poll of Moscow and six 
other, regions showed that 
Russians recognise the im- 
portance of Chechenya. but 
worry about the consequ- 
ences of armed force. 

The poll, by the Centre of 
International Sociological 
Research, said 55 per cent of 
respondents believe the 
Chechenya conflict threatens 
Russian unity. Sixty per cent 
believe the armed conflict 
cannot be contained and will 
turn into a Russian war in the 
Caucasus. The poll had a 1 
per cent margin of error. 

Critics weighing in Tues- 
day against the armed in- 
tervention included liberals 
and Communists in parlia- 
ment, a prominent general 
and the Moscow City 
Council. 

Mr. Yeltsin did win rare 
support from Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky. 

“If we don't cut out this 
tumour, the war will esca- 
late," the internationalist 
lawmaker said. “We 
shouldn't interfere in the ac- 


tions taken by the execu- 
tive.” 

On the street, fruit vendor 
Alexander Lysovksy agreed. 

“The United States in- 
vaded Panama — why 
shouldn't we send troops into 
part of our own country?” 
said the burly 30-year-old, 
brushing snow off his persim- 
mons. 

Lysovsky noted the many 
Russian Casualties in the 
wars to capture Chechenya in 
the 19th century, and said 
that after victory, the 
Chechen capital of Grozny 
“was built by Russians." 

“What did they die for?” 
he said. "We have paid for 
Chechenya with the blood of 
our ancestors.” 

Lysovksy said he does not 
believe rhe offensive will be 
bloody and is willing to see if 
Mr. Yeltsin can pull off the 
operation without getting 
Russia bogged down in war. 

Others are less patient. At 
the Soldiers' Mothers Com- 
mittee, a group advocating 
military reform. Marina Bori- 
sova has collected a dozen 
letters from mothers asking 
the army to give their sons 
leave from what they call a 
senseless war in Chechenya. 

“To send to so much force 
against such a tiny republic — 
this is not the way to solve 
this.” said Borisova. 

The committee and three 
other groups connected with 
the Moscow Research Centre 
for Human Rights have sent 
delegations of observers to 
Chechenya. 

Many Russians struggling 
against the snow and their 
own daily cares, a 32-year-old 
unemployed engineer, was 
selling Christmas ornaments 
in the Lubyanka Subway Sta- 
tion. shoulder to shoulder in 
a line of people selling odds 
and ends. She rolled her eyes 
at the mention of Chechenya. 
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Past age of settlements 

ISRAELI PLANS for a massive 
j Jewish settlement in northern Jeru- 
salem are of utmost concern to not 
j only Arab inhabitants in the Holy 
! City area but also the Arab coun- 
j tries involved in the peace process 
] with the Jewish state, 
j The plans, as reported in the 
; Jerusalem Post newspaper a couple 
! of days ago, would mean, on the one 
| hand, the perpetuation of the Israeli 
j policy of encircling Arab residents, 
thus preventing them from expand- 
ing their presence on their own and 
lawful property, and, on the other, 
j applying enough pressure on the 
• Arabs to eventually force them out 
! of the city and its environs. Indeed, 

I the plans renew Arab fears about 
i the continuation of Israel’s expan- 
j sionist policies at the expense of 
| Arab rights and reinforce the 
; accusations that Israel never was 
| serious about its pledge to discuss 
| the issue of Jerusalem in the final 
j status talks. 

The Paiestine-Israel Oslo deal 
I and the subsequent Cairo agree- 
I ment which pledge eventual Israeli 
withdrawal from the rest of the 
occupied Arab lands of Palestine, 
would seem pointless as long as the 
Jewish settlements continue to exist 
and expand amidst the Arab 
population centres. 

Needless to say that plans for new 
Israeli colonies in the West Bank 
make a mockery of a pledge given 
; by the Israeli government to the 
! U.S. administration that the $10 
billion loan guarantees, payments 
from which Israel continues to re- 
ceive, would not be utilised to fi- 
nance the creation of more settle- 
ments. Should the latest plans go 
ahead and the actual building of 
settlements take place, not only 
would the local population choke, 
but the whole peace process would 
be in real jeopardy. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday discus- 
sed ihe question of the Palestinian refugees in light of the 
meetings going on in Turkey, of the working group on 
refugees, pan of the multilateral phase of the Middle East 
peace process, noting that despite the lapse of more than 
four decades since the Palestinian tragedy, the world 
community is failing to do the refugees justice. The 
Palestine refugees' problem lies at the heart of the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and unless it is resolved the whole 
Middle East region would remain deprived of stability and 
security, said Ibrahim Al Absi. More than 40 nations are 
gathered at Antakia. in Turkey, to discuss a solution for the 
refugee issue, but no one has heard about their real mission 
and whether any progress has been achieved towards 
ser/ing the refugees’ just cause, said the writer. Without a 
just solution to the Palestine problem, the seeds of conflict 
remain deeply rooted in the area and without the imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions, the region can enjoy no 
genuine or lasting peace, added the writer. He said mere 
meetings and announcements that delegations from 40 
nations" are gathering to discuss the refugees issue can by 
no means settle this chronic problem. 


A COLUMNIST in Ai Ra’i Wednesday lauded current 
moves on the part of voluntary groups and the Ministry of 
Social Development towards advancing the position of 
Jordanian women, especially those living in the rural 
regions, but said what is being done is not enough. Sabah 
Madam said that many women in rural regions are 
hindered horn advancing their standing by economic 
difficulties and social taboos, in some cases, and are 
deprived of proper training to help them earn a living or 
eradicate their illiterarcy. Government institutions con- 
cerned with advancing the status of women should join 
hands with the voluntary groups in launching regular and 
consistent programmes to spread education, vocational 
training in trades most needed by the local market. 


VIEW FROM ACADEMIA 


Bv Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Students who need help are many, but who helps them? 


AMONG THE many impediments which stand in the wav 
of effective performance by students at college level is the 
poor quality of their educational experience and back- 
ground prior to their admission. The school years, the 
so-called elementary and preparatory stages, greatly shape 
and determine the degree of benefit students derive from 
higher education and the nature of the obstacles and 
problems ihey encounter. To help our students overcome 
such impediments, obstacles and proeblems. our higher 
education institutions (colleges and universities alike) 
ought to pay more attention than they do to students' prior 
experience and background as a factor influencing the 
educational process negatively. 

There is a widespread feeling among instructors in the 
various disciplines at our higher colleges and universities 
that newly admitted fall extremely short of our expecta- 
tions and are way below the standards. I am not speaking 
here about subjects which students in the earlier stages find 
“difficult." say English and math, but about ail subjects. 
The newcomers suffer from “weakness'' (this is the term 
we use) in all the fields they choose to major in: English. 
Arabic, history, sociology, finance, physics, math? en- 
gineering. medicine, you name it. 

The percentge of those considered “weak" is quite high. 
With some exceptional cases in this or that discipline or 
field or at this or that institution, the percentage of weak 
students ranges from 65 to 75 of the total number of 
students. By “weakness" we mean several things at once. 
“Weakness" means thast students' knowledge of the 
material in the individual subject they study is *poor. that 
their ability to digest new mateiral and internalise it (rather 
than simply memorise) is unsatisfactory, that their commit- 
ment to the fields they specialise in (preparation, participa- 
tion in discussions, enthusiasm for learning) and their 
appreciation of them are almost entirely absent, that their 
attitude towards education as a whole is extremely amater- 
ish .and dismissive, etc. 

The sad thing is that, as things stand at present, most of 
those who come to colleges and universities “weak" 
graduate weak. Very little education happens', and very 
little change occurs. The reasons are manifold, some are 
understandable others are not. Understandbly. colleges 
and universities have certain levels and certain standards 
below which they cannot descend and on which the\ cannot 
compromise. This is not only their right, but in fact thier 
duty. We do want to aim high, for zhe sake of the minority 


of students (a significant minority, mind you) who have the 
potential to excel (and in fact do), with whom one wants to 
break new ground and reach deeper frontiers and for the 
sake of the integrity of higher education itself. The lower 
the standard, the pooer the quality of education. Furth- 
ermore. the nature of higher education is such that most 
instructors (and quite rightly to a great extent) arc 
preoccupied most of the rime with the materia) of the 
specific course or seminar that they have very little time (if 
any) in the class to devote to problems which can only be 
solved outside the classroom, especially since many of 
these problems are psychological and sociological. 

But there are two other reasons which we ought to 
confront and do something about. Hie first has to do with 
the size of the class. Generally, classes at our colleges and 
universities (with the exeption of many private colleges and 
universities) are quite large. In many courses (including 
those whose nature presupposes smaller numbers, such as 
writing, translation, oral skills, etc.), the number of 
students actually enrolled is outrageously high. The second 
has to do with our familiarity with the problem and with the 
lack of serious interest, determination and will to do 
something about h. All instructors and academic decision- 
makers at our colleges and universities are aware of the 
students’ background as a problem, but very few arc 
attempting seriously to do so something about it. 

We need to rake into account two points if wc arcc to 
tackle the matter at hand and attempt a remedy: 

1 . In addition to reducing the number of studnets 
enrolled in the various courses, and thus giving instructors 
the opportunity to get to know their studnets better and 
diagnose their" problems more accurately, we ought to 
change our attitude and our stance vis-a-vis the weakness of 
background. We may not be able, in the end. to fix all the 
gaps and loopholes and to correct all the mistakes and 
errors w hich students have inherited over the years, but wc 
can certainly fix and correct many of them. The way things 
stand now. we seem to have a helpless and submissixe 
altitude. This is wrong. I believe that the first thing wc need 
to do. if wc want to really help these studnets (who truly 
need our help! is to rhink more positively, to change our 
negative attitude and to seriously do something. To sit and 
lament, as we currently do. is no use. Where there is a will 
there is a way. 

2. Wc must distinguish between two types of “weak" 
students. The first type includes those whose “problems" 


can be dealt with and fixed through the vanous courses 1 
thev take. The second comprises those who need ample*! 
time outside the classroom, for thev need more 
attention, assistance and help. The former are thovc wboi 
have the potential to excel, but tor a variety of reasons Iwvftj 
not realised the potential. They may have been a bit 
unmotivated and uninterested. However, they are snit-'i 
fresh and healthy. All they need is some sincere encourage^ 
ment and a bit of guidance. Hit the right button and they-a 
begim o function, learn and progress. Hie latter are those ri 
who have experienced a major “damage *’ ( I can't think of 
better word) and need thorough diagnosis and long-iftnu j 
-treatment. Students belonging to this vaieocry have, fctj 
addition to lack of command o! ibe very basics. (fofcT 
example, students wishing to mator in English who write,- -4 
“he is gos to scholc and browt many knowledge" — 1 atq-J 
not making this up), a serious attitude procblem. Eirfwrj 
thev think that thev are much belter qualified than lhey|j 
really arc and refuse to admit that they has e a weakness c*-| 
they think they are absolutely helpless ^and impossible to;| 
improve and develop. “We have tried. * rhe> say, "'and If ^ 
docs not work." ''-3 

My tennis coach said something to me a lew years back. | 
which applies perfectly here. He’d rather, he says, teach ? 
those who have nor played tennis before than ihose wfcoi 
have. Those who have, either think they know how to play- j 
when every thing they do i> incorrect (the wav they hold thC - 
rackci. swing thieii arms, hit the bait. etc. ) or think they cuft- 
never master the game. The impediments here are p$yc* ww 
logical. 

Our colleges and universities must schedule lime outside 
lecture hall for studnets with serious weaknesses Wc ca# 
create workshops, seminars, group discussions (all i« *roa|£ 
numbers) to focus on the various obtadcs and impediment*' 
which lurk behind what we call “weakness." The atmos- 
phere must be as informal, friendly . cheerful and healthy as~ 
possible. The can be done either as pan of the students' 
studv load, after they lot course) plan it altcad of time with 
advisors chosen specially for the task and alter agtcei 
with them to reduce the study load to make room for suefe 
workshops or semirun. 

Just as wc have a commitment to the excelling student*, 
wc have a commitment to those we call weak. It ts not * 
enough for us to chide them, preach to them, evaluate: 
them' and fail them, lbey need tangible help inside and 
outside the classroom. 


Chechenya — a Bosnia in the making 


By Dr. Mohydeen I. Quandour 


The speedy disintegration of 
the former Soviet Union has 
to dangerous conditions 
which are beginning to 
threaten the dissolution of 
the Russian Federation itself. 
What has transpired in the 
last three eventful months is 
difficult to comprehend un- 
less one has seen the work- 
ings of the glasnost and 
perestroika era'in action dur- 
ing the lime of Mikhail Gor- 


new- replacement constitution 
is not functioning as it 
should. Without some legal 
basis for citizenship and 
order, the very fiber of Rus- 
sian political institutions is at 
risk. 

A unique situation has 
arisen in the new common- 
wealth: zhe former USSR's 
external border* are being 
reliably guarded by a collec- 
tive armv. even thoueb no 


bachev. Regardless of udmf. ’ one is attempting to encroach 


many old-guard Soviet politi- 
cians think of him. regardless 
of what the newly freed Rus- 
sian media labels him. re- 
gardless of all accolades and 
retributions. Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s slow programme of 
liberalisation now appears to 
have been based on solid 
logic. The Chinese Commun- 
ist Party learned Mr. Gor- 
bachev's lesson and applied it 
successfully. Reform and 
slow democratisation are 
working in China. 

It was exactly this type of 
chaos that Mr. Gorbachev 
worked hard to avoid. But he 
was deceived by the very 
people he appointed as guar- 
dians of the new reform prog- 
ramme and the gradual liber- 
alisation policies which were 
the mainstay of his political 
debate. In this respect, the 
West is in large measure to 
blame for not understanding 
his objectives and for not 
helping him materially when 
he most needed it. Historty 
may judge him much more 
fairly than his own people. 

The present ’‘atmosphere 
of crisis" in Russia is brought 
on by one urgent dilemma. 
The dissolution of the former 
Soviet Union is largely illeg- 
al. The constitution of the 
union was ignored and the 


upon them. At the same rime 
the transparent internal fron- 
tiers are on the brink of 
revision. The collapse of the 
Soviet empire has produced 
three dozen unsettled territo- 
rial disputes. 

About a dozen conflicts are 
particularly serious and could 
possibly devolve into war. as 
it has already happened to 
the Karabakh dispute and the 
Abkhazia/Georgia war. The 
current events in the north 
Caucasus, namely 
Chechenya, is another se- 
rious development. There is 
every likelihood that 
Chechenya might become 
another Afghanistan. If it 
does, then history is repeat- 
ing itself and the possibility of 
the fire spreading to "the 
neighbouring Caucasian re- 
publics becomes real. Volun- 
teers have already arrived at 
Grozny from neighbouring 
republics, namely from 
Gabardin-Balkaria and from 
Daghestan. The families of 
Grozny have all moved up to 
the mountains with all their 
belongings and supplies. 
Grozny is today a city of 
fighting men. The 260 tanks 
the Russians are advancing 
cannot climb mountains and 
will be useless in a mountain 
warfare, as they have disco- 


vered in Afghanistan. 

In one respect these Rus- 
sian problems — both ex- 
isting and potential — arc not 
unique. Practical!) every- 
where after the disintegration 
of empires (Spanish. Otto- 
man. French. British) the de- 
velopment of conflicts pro- 
ceed in line with the same 
pattern: first the latent 
period, with underlying 
claims but no economic or 
political excuse to start stak- 
ing them out. The situation is 
aggravated when either 
minerals unearthed on dis- 
puted territories or the rulers 
m power need new trumps. 
This is then followed by cor- 
responding statements from 
politicians and “patriotic" 


articles in the official press. 
Then two or three clashes 
between the would-be parties 
to the dispute occur: at best 
they arc diplomatic, at worst 
— combat along the border 
And last, the dispute is put 
on record as such. 

Present -day interpretation 
of international law recom- 
mends that at jn early Mage 
of the dispute it be solved "in 
the framework of the region- 
al organisation, to .which one 
or another state belongs. For 
instance, in -accordance with 
the 1948 Inter-American 
Treaty on Pacific Settlements 
of Disputes, the Organisation 
of American States prefers to 
act as the go-between in ter- 
ritorial conflicts and not to 


seek counsel from the U.N, 
in their settlement This is 
how it w.is able to extinguish 
Hie conflict between Hon- 
duras and Nicaragua. 

Chechcnva was a member 
Republic of the Russian Fed- 
eration. According to the 
Russian constitution, any 
member state has the right to 
withdraw from the federation 
and declare its independence. 


progi. mimes. Chechenya 
ruled, mavhe hastily, k» dc-;-?' 
clarc independence. They did 
it in the midst of the fedeta- 
turn parliament's chaos and -f- 
cusis. before the oew con-vii- 
stitution was in place. They 
thought thev were taking ... : 
advantage ot the situation. 

Boris Yeltsin's reaction. was a ? 

half-hearted attempt at inva- t, 

mod. He hist became the £ 


Naturally, this is supposed ui,., parliament was against iixv*- 
he done with negotiation not . Von. The president of the 
by unilateral declaration. • parliament at that time was a 
Three years ago the Chechen ’ ’ “Chechen himself. Ruslan 
leadership hceau sounding Hisbolatof. 


Three years ago the Chechen 
leadership began sounding 
the board in Moscow with 
such ambitions. But three 
years ago the board in Mos- 
cow was in a mess and no- 
body wanted to hear such 
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Russia risks starting war across the Caucasus 


• i. 

What is the positron of the 
Russian parliament todav ttKgf^r 
wards Mr. Yeltsin's new mva- 
sion.* All indications are lhatr'f ' 
it will be against it again r/: 
unless the Russian forces cak^t. 
score a decisive and quick r ;Jfe. 
victory’ ■ That may not be ^ 
possible in a war of attrition. 

It is therefore not difficult to 
predict the outcome; a long - Jp. 
guerrilla war in the north 
Caucaus. W 

The West max sit hack and at? 
agree with Mr. Yeltsin’s-^ 
claims that Chechenya is an 
internal affair of Russia. :8 
What was Bosnia then, if not 
an internal affair of Yugosla- & 
via? * 

The international com-" ; -^| 
muniiy must nor ignore the .pr- 
events in the north Caucasus. '-JR--' 
They must participate, no . e ’ 
matter how* indirectly, to hefp - ^?-' 
resolve the crisis before it 
becomes a new international 
arena of conflict and arms- 
ment sales 

’ _ -J"' 

The writer. u7h» just finished "■ 
a trilogy “Kjvlias." pub-' 
fished in Russia, ts :i manage- ' 
ment consultant with bust- V-' 
ness links to Russia and the 

Caucasus countries. He con- .rv 

tributed the above article to 
the Jordan Tunes. 

m 


Bj Timothy Heritage 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris 'Yeltsin has laun- 
ched Moscow’s biggest and 
most dangerous military 
offensive in 15 years by send- 
ing troops to Chechenya, at 
tiie risk of starting a war 
across the Caucasus. 

Mr. Yeltsin, hungry for 
success on the home front 
after being humbled at a 
European security summit 
last week, has staked bis au- 
thority and his politica] future 
on a quick victory to end 
Checbenya's three-year bid 
for independence. 

But the early signs are that 
Mr. Yeltsin has isolated him- 
self from liberal and refor- 
mist politicians in Moscow, 
the military advance is not 
going smoothly and there is a 
real danger of igniting the 
Caucasus Qnderbox. 

"What is brewing in 
Chechenya will not end posi- 
tively. There is a chance of a 
long Caucasian war," Grig- 
ory Yavlinsky, leader of the 
liberal Yabloko political 
group, said on Monday. 

Former Soviet leader 


Mikhail Gorbachev, Mr. 
Yeltsin’s arch rival, said such 
a war was unwinnable. 

“The guerrilla war will not 
be fought in the capital but in 
the mountains. And not only 
in the Chechen mountains 
but in the whole of the north- 
ern Caucasus,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev said in an interview 
published by the Italian 
newspaper La Stampa on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin says Russia is 
acting within its legal rights to 
restore constitutional order 
m the mainly Muslim area 
and protect Russian citizens. 
He said bloodshed should be 
avoided. 

He sent thousands of 
troops and hundreds of tanks 
and other armoured vehicles 
into Chechenya in Moscow’s 
biggest militaxy action since 
die Soviet Union intervened 
in Afghanistan in 1979. 

But dashes with Chechen 
units on Monday and with 
forces in neighbouring Ing- 
ushetia on Sunday as the 
troops headed for Chechenya 
suggested a quick and smooth 
victory was unlikely. 

‘The whole operation is 
very risky. Until now, the 


advance has been successful 
only in crossing friendly terri- 
tory in northwest 
Chechenya.” said a Western 
military expert in Moscow, 
referring to areas held by 
Chechenya’s pro-Russian 
opposition. 

“The Russian troops could 
be provoked into a very 
tough response by single 
attadcs by Chechen forces," 
he said. 


pachisers from elsewhere. 

“The war would consoli- 
date a united anti-Russian 
Islamic front in Russia and in 
the near- and far-abroad," 
the daily newspaper Izvestia 
said. 

It could also trigger a chain 


like tribes of the eastern Cau- 
casus united in resistance 
under shamyl. a Muslim mvs- 
he who wanted to bring the 
lull peoples together in a 
single theocratic state. 

Hie spirit of resistance has 
been revived since the col- 


reaction of defiance along the lapse of the Soviet Union in 

Caucasus ^auh line ’ on Rus- 1991 and we&nnnc k^..„ 


sia’s southern rim by uniting 
die peoples of the region 
through opposition to Mos- 


**A war in Chechenya, it spread around the 
whole of the Caucasus, terrorist acts in 
Russia, an all Russia emergency with the 
abolition of elections and the elimination of 
all democratic institutions, these are the most 
likely scenarios 


Many commentators fear 
Mr. Yeltsin could drag Rus- 
sia into a conflict as difficult 
and as dangerous as the war 
in Afghanistan, where 13,000 
Soviet soldiers were killed. 

Even if a pro-Russian lead- 
ership is established in 
Chechenya, it could face a 
war On mountainous terrain 
favouring guerrilla attacks 
and involving Muslim sym- 


cow. 

The area, on the frontiers 
of the old Russian empire, 
has a history of defying Rus- 
sia. In the I9tb-centuiy, Rus- 
sian troops and Cossack rid- 
ers were sent to subdue the 
then-independent Muslim 
tribes Of the Caucasus. 

Russia's conquest of the 
Caucasus Mountains was de- 
layed for decades when war- 


1991 and weapons have 
poured in. 

Sunday’s defiance from 
Ingushetia, which also has 
scores to settle with Moscow 
highlighted the dangers of 
Russia s action. Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev’s re- 
sponse— accusing Ingushetia 
of declaring war on Russia — 
wm tough and ominous. 

Kazakhstan, which has a 
Chechen minority, is worried 
any confltct could spread to 
former Soviet republics near- 
°y 

conflicts are 
fraught with undermining sra- 
bility in the whole post-Soviet 
space," the Kazakh Foreign 

Mr. Yeltsin has appeared 
to show his authority after 

S a i£!!? ,an ” Cws paper cai- 


rn Budapest. 

But Russian opposition ‘ 
parties, including hardliner* 
nave condemned Mr. Yeltsin 
for using force. Many witv he - 
could have left Chechenya to 
stew m its problems without 
any threat to Russia. 

Alienating pro- reform- 
leaders ; »nd triggering 
Woody conflict in which Rus- - 
sian losses were high would . 
damage Mr. Yeltsin's demo-....., 
cratic credentials and could 
nadly dent his hopes of win- 
j ,n 8. presidential election* 
due in 1996. r : 

Liberal Russian rarlift* 
mentanun Vladimir Lysenko, 
speaking before the interven- 
tion spelled out ihe dangers > 
for Russia. .... 

"A war in Chech enva, it ^ 
spread around the whole of' 
the Caucasus, terrorist acts in ^ 
Russia, an all-Russia :• 
emergency with the abolition M 
ot elections and the elitnina-41 
non of all democratic institu- 
tions these are the most likely ” 
scenarios,** he said, 

>cltsm who. began bH 


tod defeat on EmERJJ ^Yeltsin who. 

at last neck’s EE taDcy , “ a democratic 

European security summi , * 
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Theatre festival postponed; but who foots the bill? 


. By Mobamnuui JHasluifqa 

Jordanian theatre festivals normally present an 
opportunity to tbe scholars and the critics to monitor 
progress in the Jordanian theatre movement. 

Ever since the start of tbe Gulf War, which saw the 
closure of Gulf markets for Jordanian television 
production , Jordanian theatre has been witnessing a 
noticeable rebirth , largely due to the return of 
well-known actors and actresses to the stage. 

Indeed , theatre groups have since been able to 
present to the public very successful works of art. 
reflecting the skill of the producers and the directors 
who excelled especially in classical themes and in 
satirical comedies. 

These artists included Sawsan Darwazeh. Khaled 
Tariff, Fathi Abdul Rahman, Nader Omran , Vesna 
Mashariqa and Hakim Harb among others. 

In the past three years Jordanian theatre work won 
very high praise at pan-Arab festivals where critics 
hailed tbe Jordanian skills that won the Kingdom 
several awards. 

The success has prompted theatre groups to step 
up their activities and to organise seminars to discuss 
ways of further promoting theatre work and win the 
favour of audiences. 

Luckily this year the Gulf markets slightly opened 
their doors for Jordanian theatre and artistic works, 
following arduous and relentless efforts. 


Meanwhile, five of our theatre directors have 
submitted scripts for this year's third Jordanian 
Theatre Festival and made ample preparations 
through training and workshops from last Septem- 
ber. 

One of the directors, Khaled TariS said: “ Direct- 
ing theatre is a source of joy for me because I have 
always worked for theatre and I am obsessed with 
this kind of art work. I realise that acting requires a 
great deal of training and preparation and so I 
embarked on this hard and arduous task with all my 
might since the early 1980s. 


AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


" Despite the bard work of preparing for the third 
festival with all that it entails of sacrifice and skillfull 
training , we were dismayed to hear the Higher 
Festival Committee announcement about tbe post- 
ponement of this long-awaited festival until tbe 
spring of 1995. 

“ Tbe artists, the actors, the directors and the 
producers all raised the hue and cry and strongly 
protested the delay noting that everything was almost 
ready for tbe festival, *' noted TariS who added that 
the postponement was “ unreasonable and unaccept- 


able to anyone. 9 ' 

Vesna Mashariqa told me that everything was 
ready for the third festival including the costumes . 
the music, the decor and the lighting. 

We have borrowed sums of money to be repaid 
after tbe festival said Vesna, noting that the Ministry 
of Culture bad made a grant of JO 3,500 for the 
festival which she said “was not sufficient to cover 
expenses incurred by volunteer actors who have been 
working with' me for SO days. ’’ 

“How does the higher committee dare to put Off 
the festival in this arbitrary manner. It is totally 
unreasonable and illogical she added. 

Hatero A1 Sayed, director of the theatre at the 
Ministry of Culture, responds to these questions by 
saying: “We have informed all the directors and 
artists and actors that they should ffrst join the Artist 
Association. 

“We also tried to convince everyone that due to 
the severe weather conditions is would be advisable 
to postpone the festival’s date, but they turned down 
the idea and we are trying to persuade them to accept 
it,” added Mr. Sayed. 

I have pointed to Mr. Sayed that it was illogical to 
ask the artists to join the association only two weeks 
before the date the festival was due to start and also 
reminded him that he was going to Cairo to attend 
the Egyptian festival there soon. But he replied that 
his trip to Cairo has nothing to do with the festival 


here, adding that he had already informed the actors 
and the directors of the Higher Committee’s decision 
beforehand, and it was their own fault for failing to 
comply. 

Mohammad Barmawi, the head of the association, 
who was enthusiastic about the postponement of the 
festival and who plans ro leave for Cairo too, said 
that be supported the postponment due to the bad 
weather conditions and also because some of the 
actors and directors have failed to join the associa- 
tion yet. 

When 1 asked how can the association destroy the 
efforts of artists which lasted for over two months . he 
replied that he was trying to be of assistance but the 
Higher Committee’s decision was final. 

Before this article sees the light, the four men who 
decided to cancel the festival this year will have 
travelled to Cairo. 

But those who stood to bear the damage and are 
dismayed by the decision asked: “ Who would pay for 
the dress makers, the carpenters, the studios', the 
music and the actors.” 

Tarifi swore that he would abandon theatre work 
for good. Fathi Abdul Rahman described the situa- 
tion as “an unprecedented farce” while Vesna 
commented by saying that “ this situation was similar 
to a madhouse or a lunatic asylum and not an 
atmosphere for promoting the work of creative 
people. ” 
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Looking for 
an A team 

While Jordan and Israel opened their first ever 
embassies in Tel Aviv and Amman this past week, 
Jordan’s Ambassador-designate to Israel Marwan 
Muasher said he was still trying to assemble his team. 
The search, he said, is for three diplomats from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs , three other staff of 
• diplomatic rank to include a press , commercial and 
very probably a tourism attache, some research staff 
and administrative personnel. Already on board are 
Ramcz Quossous and Omar Nahar. Speculation 
about who is being considered points to junior as well 
as veteran cadres. It is suspected that some “outside” 
suggestions will be shot down by the “selection 
committee” as too sensitive. Nevertheless, the wait 
should be short as Dr. Muasher. expects his move to 
Thl Aviv is but a month away. And while the other 
search continues for a permanent site for tbe embas- 
sy, he and his staff will be housed in the Dan Hotel 
for several months. 

■fr Hr 

OTHER DIPLOMATS OH THE GO: Not only 
Israel is to get a Jordanian ambassador; Portugal too 
is said to be expecting a senior “Jordanian” envoy of 
a sort , by virtue of bis lengthy tenure in Amman , 
which practically entitles him to citizenship. 
Although tbe appointment is still unconfirmed , this 
“true friend of Jordan ” will be at a distinct advantage 
in that he is a/ready fluent in Portuguese. The envoy 
in question is Pakistani Ambassador Tareq Khan 
Afndi. 

Norwegian Ambassador Tove Kijewski hosted a 
dinner which, intentionally or not. turned out to be a 
send off for Jordan’s long-time honorary consul to 
Oslo George Khoury. Khoury. who did hot seem to 
mind the Nordic winds over his 30-or-so-year tenure , 
mused that be would always consider himself as 
Jordan’s envoy to this part of Scandinavia for all the 
warmth he and bis family became accustomed to 
there. 


Wheels up for British embassy political officer 
Mark Le Goy who flies out of Amman today ending 
his three-year posting. An active , get-out-there 
diplomat, Le Goy will spend three months as 
commercial attache in Morocco, then return to 
England for a yet unknown assignment. Having 
witnessed a rather eventful term here, Le Goy still 
admits that his favourite experience was driving in 
tbe 1993 National Rally with his partner, then 
Ambassador Patrick Byers. Others thought it would 
have been the midnight bolt out to Madaba to 
jtongratulate the Beni Hamideh candidate on his 
election ro Parliament. But whatever it was. au 
i revoir . Mark. 


* 


Le Goy is succeeded in Amman by Gregor Lusty who 
is on his first Foreign Office assignment abroad. 


Hr Hr Hr 



Charles Richards hi the new Arabic 
newsroom at BBC Television Centre in 
London. 


BBC ARABiSATiON: And L^Goy wffPhot-hjave 
to hilss everything^ about Jtifti^^ because BBC 
Worldwide television recently ^ atitioBnCed the 
appointment of one of its former Middle East 
reporters , Charles Richards, as the first editor of its 
Arabic news operation. Richards, who was among 
the throng of foreign reporters sent to Amman 
during the Gulf crisis, was The Independent's corres- 
pondent in Jerusalem and Rome, and more recently 
its Middle East editor. He is now based in tbe new 
Arabic newsroom at BBC Television Centre in 
London. The Arabic news operation supplies news 
programming for tbe BBC’s Arabic news and in- 
formation channel. 

“The BBC is tbe ffrst foreign broadcaster to set up 
an entire television news operation in a language 
other than its own and our output has already grown 
to broadcasting eight bulletins daily, ” said Johan 
Ramsland. editor of BBC World Service Television 
News. “Charles’ wealth of knowledge and experience 
of Middle East affairs makes him the ideal person to 
guide the deveiopment of our Arabic television news 
as it moves to a 24-hour schedule. ” 

The BBC’s Worldwide Television Arabic language 
channel began broadcasting on the Orbit Television 
and Radio network across die Middle East and North 
Africa for two hours daily last June. But. here in 
Jordan the costs are said to be prohibitive , and only 
those fortunately-equipped boob-tube addicts can 
tune in to the new programme. 

Richards' appointment comes amid the BBC's 
search for an Arabic television news correspondent 
in Jordan. The person selected for the job would 
have to work “ hand-in-hand ” with the BBC’s 
Amman-based English news correspondent. Lyse 
Dusette, described affectionately by her colleagues 
as “ workaholic Lysette. ” BBC's ideal candidate was 
most probably their veYy own Jordanian correspon- 
dent Salameh Nematt. ‘But Neman’s penchant for 
doing a multitude of other things and bis attachment 
to his favourite job as the Amman correspondent for 
tbe London-based Al Hayat Arabic daily were more 
than likely too comfortable to abandon. 

Hr Hr Hr 

While the head-hunting for the well-paying posi- 
tion proceeds, Al Hayat has some explaining to do 
over not going beyond having Neman as correspon- 


dent. Nearly a year ago the paper’s chief editor Jihad 
Khazen got tbe green tight fro m the government of 
Jordan to print his newspaper from Amman, but so 
far nothing has materialised. Sources , who said the 
idea behind this step is to get the paper to the West 
Bank and Gaza, claim the feasibility of the en- 
deavour is still being studied. Tbe primary determin- 
ing factor appears to be where indeed it would be 
easier to publish from. Al Hayat says it has faced 
some clipped press freedoms here in Jordan. But on 
the West Bank the press has been shut down 
altogether at times. Tbe publishers would like to see 
their paper reach tbe readers on the same day. but 
from which side of tbe river will the presses roll is still 
“up in the air.” 

Al Hayat, which began publishing in Oct. 1988. 
now prints from six cities: London , New York, 
Frankfurt, Beirut , Manama , and Cairo. That beats 
tbe Herald Tribune which prints only out of Paris. 
Although the paper has extended itself heavily . in 
capital in vestments and bag, been running w ithe red 
since its ‘ihceptiORi its funding sources ,• which are a 
highly kept secret , are. undaunted by the long wait to 
tbe break-even point and finally bn to profit. 

Al Hayat distributing straight from Amman may 
be threatening enough to some media moguls, but 
the air smells of even more competition. 

H^ Hr Hr 

THE ONE EVERYONE’S BEEN GUESSING 

ABOUT: It’s confirmed. Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Deputy and former Prime Minister Taber Masri 
and a group of other influential businesspersons are 
seriously planning to start a daily Arabic newspaper, 
which , judging from Mr. Masri’s description, could 
give other dailies in town a run for their money. 
Although still in the primary stages, Mr. Masri said, 
the plan is to print a daily that would balance three 
major areas of interest, politics , economics and 
culture , all with the “highest standards of profes- 
sionalism. ” Such an undertaking, the former prime 
minister admits, is a long and costly process, particu- 
larly since the investors agree that publishing a 
newspaper of distinction requires quality in material 
and human resources. The investors are apparently 
looking ffrst to the success of the newspaper on the 
national front. If the response is positive, Mr. Masri 
said, they will consider distributing “ across the 
river," i.e. the West Bank and Gaza. 

Among the interested investors are Wasif Azer, a 
former director of the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Corporation, now general manager of Tbe Business 
Bank (a major investor in Al Ra’i daily). Ahmad 
Taber, a successful businessman, Awni Saket, former 
chief of the Jordanian Contractors Association, and 
others. 

Hr Hr Hr 

SHE’S BACK: With all tbe talk of a potential 
increase in press activity in town (and perhaps also 
prices), in flew the JTs one-and-only Sa’eda Kilani 
from a six-month stint at The Charlotte Observer 
while on an Alfred Friendly Press Fellowship. Her 
editors were cautiously poised to see what soothing 
effect six-months in the good-ole-south would have 
on independent-minded, women’s lib activist Kilani. 


Soothing was the wrong word. Kilani returned in 
form much as she had left, except for the chic new 
coif and an imposing southern drawl. But on paper, 
we let her own words tell a bit of her U.S. experience 
and what she observed in U.S. journalistic values and 
practices. “ The emphasis in any story or news item in 
my country. '' wrote Kilani, “is on * personalities' 
rather than on 4 individuals’ or ordinary people as is 
the case here (the U.S.). Perhaps my colleagues and 
my editors would be willing to change this but. 
surprisingly enough, it might be the readers and the 
people themselves who would not accept such a change. 
Whether that is feasible or not. is not of great 
importance to me. frankly speaking. What is impor- 
tant is that I think I now have more guts and more 
confidence to write whatever stories I like — 
including so-called ’light’ or 'fun' stories — and to 
defend them.” 

Welcome back, ha* -Jetna Sa’eda, maybe now you 
could teach us a thing or two. 

Hr Hr Hr 

LIFE’S PASSAGES: As with all life’s passages, 
some are sad, some happy. Last week the Arabic 
print media lost a newspaper pioneer with the passing 
ofSadiq Al Shanti. Bom in 1909 in Jaffa, Mr. Shanti 
and his brother Ibrahim were founders of Al Difa’ 
newspaper in the early part of this century. A fter 
1948, Al Shanti began publishing Al Difa’ in Egypt. 
There he also published Al Qahira (Cairo) until 
1954. Mr. Shanti returned to Palestine to again 
pubb'sh Al Difa ’ until 1966, and following the 1967 , 
war he published the daily from Amman until 1971. 
Mr. Shanti died in tbe U.S. 

Hr Hr Hr 

A wedding zaffa’ played for A] Ra’i reporter Issam , 
Qadamani and his bride Dina Mbetdin last week. \ 
Issam met Dina while she was employed at the 
Ministry of Transportation. Dina now works for the 
National Aid Fund, and Issam has been writingdnthe 
transportation industry and related movements for 
the past four years. The rather conscientious couple 
took only a short honeymoon and reported back to 
work almost within a week of their nuptials. 

Hr iT Hr 

ms THE SEASON: The holiday season brings on 
movement about town and out of town. U.S. Deputy 
Chief of Mission Robert Beecroft and his wife Metre . 
both former language academicians at the University 
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, were said to plan 
Christmas dinner in Amman then head north to 
Damascus for a New Year’s Eve revelry. Ingrid 
Liedgens . ffrst secretary at the German embassy is 
staying put. She has drawn up an eclectic guest list for 
her Weibnacten party . And the Nabil hid Hisham 
Theatre will dose over the holidays as Nabil and 
Jackie Sawalha will join up in England with brother 
Nadim and bis wife Bobby (who flew out of Amman 
Wednesday) for Christmas cheer and tales of sugar 
plum fairies with all the family. The theatre, which 
has recently started its Ah Sal'am, Ya Salam produc- 
tion in English , will be closed from Dec. 23- Jan. 11. 
Curtains up again on the night of Jan. 12. 

.Jennifer Hamameh 


Romania offers filmmakers quality at low cost 


By Francoise Michel 

Agence France Presse 

BUCHAREST — Dres- 
sed as dolls or coloured 
balls in a Disneyworld set- 
ting, the young Romanian 
girls wait patiently in the 
cold for their walk-on 
parts in a children’s film 
i which an Australian pro- 
ducer is making near here 
for the U.S. market. 

“ A set like that one 
would have cost a fortune 
in America, ” said the pro- 
ducer, Frank Arnold. 

He is shooting episodes 
of lb video series Josh 
Kiiby Time Warrior at the 
studios of Castel Film in 


suburban Bucharest, and 
expects Disney Channel to 
be interested when the 
film are released next 
March. 

“Here there is no loss of 
quality, ” Arnold said. 
"To make a movie off- 
shore is far more cost- 
efficient than in Holly- 
wood where the costs are 
continuously rising. Here 
we can put more value on 
the screen.” 

Tbe set with houses like 
mushrooms is the work of 
young Romanian designer 
‘ Valentin Calinescu, who is 
a great admirer of Holly- 
wood productions. 

“ I prefer to work on 
American films," he said . 


“The Romanian cinema is 
too sad, too dark. We 
need fairy tales.” 

Arnold, who has made 
more than 100 Aims, re- 
membered the day snow 
smothered tbe set. stop- 
ping fflrhing. 

“ Everybody was work- 
ing to get rid of the snow, ” 
he said. “ I was really im- 
pressed. everybody real- 
ised we were in trouble. I 
don’t know if h would 
have been tbe same in 
America.” It took two 
hours to dear the snow. 

It has been easy enough 
to find extras to put in 
12-hour days for 10.000 lei 
($6). The average monthly 


wage in Romania is about 

$100. 

Seven young American 
actors are playing the 
main roles, including the 
hero Josh Kirby. There ' 
are three Romanian 
actors, whose - voices will 
be dubbed for U.S. view- 
ing. Most of the techni- 
cians, the extras and the 
70-strong dance troupe 
are Romanian. 

Such “off-shore” film- 
ing meant savings of 25 to 
30 per cent over Holly- 
wood. said Castel Film’s 
chief Vlad Paunescu. 

His company has Amer- 
ican capital , and - worics 
essentially for Paramount , 
specialising in films aimed 


at young audiences. That 
is the most profitable sec- 
tor of the American mar- 
ket, Paunescu said. 

Romanian workmen 
were busy .constructing a 
dummy spacecraft and 
orbital station. Elsewhere, 
there were the huts of an 
African village, the 
wooden houses of a town 
in the Far West, and the 
fuselage of an airplane, all 
souvenirs of the 25 films 
Castel has made since 
1991. 

Romania offers Amer- 
ican producers a variety of 
countryside which is rare 
in central Europe, ranging 
from the Carpathian 


Mountains to the banks of 
the River Danube. 

The hills of Transylva- 
nia were the setting re- 
cently for a children’s 
video Wee People set in 
Ireland. 

Other Romanian film- 
makers, who feel their 
output is more dignified, 
tend to /oofc down on Cas- 
tel Him, but Paunescu is 
sure he is helping to de- 
velop the local film indus- 
try. 

“They will come round 
to appreciating us," he 
said confidently, thinking 
of the latest American 
technology his work is 
making available. 


Thoughts for this week 

A man is only as good as what be loves — Saul 
Bellow, Pulitzer Prize-winning American author 
(1915- ). 

The clearsighted do not rule the world, but they 
sustain and console it — Agnes Repptier, American 
essayist (1858-1950). 

No failure, but low aim , is crime — James Russell 
LoweD, American editor and essayist (1819-1891). 

Injustice is relatively easy to bear ; what stings is 
justice — 27. jL. Mencken, American journalist, writer 
and editor (1880-1956). 

If we would only give, just once , the same amount 
of reflection to what we want to get out of life that we 
give to the question of what to do with a two-weeks 
vacation, we would be startled at our false standards 
and the aimless procession of our busy days — 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher, American author and 
essayist (1879-1958). 
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A time to buy.. 


By Jean-CIaade Elias 

Whether a personal affair or a business acquisition , 
the purchase of a new computer, as for any other 
equipment, is rarely done without careful study and 
thinking. The decision may be quick or it can take 
some time, but it is never without a certain amount of 
analysis, comparison and evaluation. 

Whatever the purpose, one expects to make a good 
buy. Getting the most for one ’s money is everybody's 
concern . is the ma chin e up-to-date? How long will it 
last? For bow much could one hope to re-sell it after 
a three or four years? While these questions are 
relatively easy to answer for “ normal " hardware like 
a car , a TV set ora refrigerator , computers complete- 
ly elude the system . 

The speed of change in PCs' (persona/ computers) 
technical characteristics and the continuous, astound- 
ing drop in prices make forecasts difficult. A drastic 
depressing, but so very realistic attitude would be to 
thin k of the machines as being completely disposable 
in four years from the purchase. A friend was 
recently offered the humiliating sum of JD SO for bis 
286 PC, of which he ways proud and which used to be 
considered a “powerful" machine only six or seven 
years ago . 

Those who try to follow the PC market on both the 
technical and the financial levels, often ask them- 
selves: “ Is it the right time to buy?" “ Should I wait 
until prices go down further?" “ A new disk with a 
bigger capacity, or a new type of monitor is going to 
be released soon, maybe I should wait." With such 
an attitude one may as well wait for ever. 

Instead of thinking bow much tne could have by 
waiting, it would make more sense to consider bow 
much could one lose by postponing the purchase. 
PCs are production tools, provided, naturally, they 
are efficiently used. Work done on PCs is invaluable. 
In businesses , questions about the feasibility of using 
computers are not asked anymore. Even at home, 
the importance of being computer literate now 
outweighs any other consideration. The more one 
waits and the more one loses in terms of business , 


chip talk 



missed opportunities , experience, computer aware- 
ness , and so on. 

Prices will keep falling and nobody can see the end 
of • it for the time being. Hardware will keep 
changing , improving. I personally have had to 
replace my hard disk at home three times this year. 
From 250 MB (megabytes or million characters) in 
January, up to 520 MB in August and finally 1 GB 
(one gigabyt or one billion bytes) this December. 

To put it simply: The best time to buy a PC or any 
PC-related product is now. Therefore if any ques- 
tions are left to resovle, it shouldn't be about when to 
buy but ratber what to buy and bow much to spend. 
One should also be prepared to re-invest, on a yearly 
basis, the equivalent of about 25 per cent of the initial 
purchase value, in order to upgrade a PC and keep it 
up-to-date. This doesn ’ t include brand new, addition- 
al products or special options. 

Such a somewhat sad state of affairs, doesn't worry 
businesses too much for they usually consider that 
the machines arc money generating. In the worst 
case, their office equipment is legally depreciated 
over a five-year period. As for private, home users , 
those. who do not buy PCs for direct profit making, 
many of them now think of optimising their invest- 
ment — or reducing their expenditure if one prefers 
— by offering limited but paid services, in Order to 
help them maintain their computer system “alive." 
They usually propose to do printouts for friends , 
process mailing lists for small companies or maintain 
small data bases for anyone who may need it. A wise 
way of making the PC support itself. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A . Shuqair 


STRANGE BUT TRUE 

A If a man's weight is 72 on earth, it becomes 
18-kg at a height of 6,400-hn . but on the moon he 
weighs 12-kg only. 

A Saturn 5 rockets which were chiefly built for lunar 
travels, are 110 metres long . 

A In Melbourine. Australia, a dog called "Lai" had 
been trained to perform jobs such as playing certain 
tunes, barking and producing words like “Hello" 
and “No". If given letters, it would rearrange them 
in a way so as to form its own name. 

A There are more than 300 kinds of ice-cream sold at 
various world markets. 

A Some rivers run underground. There is. for exam- 
ple. a river under the Nile that carries 12 times the 
quantity of water the Nile river would carry. 

\ A A A A A 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

• — You must learn Arabic, mustn’t you? 

Yajib ann tata'allam al-loghal arabiya , alaysa kazalek? 
I — Yes. It's the language of the Glorious Qur'an. 
i Na’am. innaha loghatul Qur’anil majeed. 

i — Is there a watchmaker in this street? 

! Mai yoojad sa'aati fee baza asb’sbari ’ 

| — Yes, there is one on the left side of that store. 
f Na’am, honaka waabidon alal janibil aysar lizalikal 

makh’zan. 

I — Will you direct me to this address? 

Hal laka ann tor'shidani da hazal on wan? 

— With pleasure, sir. Bekolli soroor, ya sayeedi. 

' — Where do you wish to go? 

Ayna toreed ann taz’hab? 

— To the royal palaces. Elal qusoor al-malakiya. 

— Call a taxi and tell the driver to wait. 

Otlob taxi wa qolilis-sa’iq aim yantsmr 
: — Do you want more? Hal toreedol mazeed? 

■ — No. thanks. That s quite enough. 

! La, shukran , Baza yakfL 

\ — Can you tell me where I can find a good restaurant? 

! Hal yominoka ann tokb’birani ayna astati’ann ajida 
{ maVaman jay'yedan? 

j — In the heart of the city. Fee qalbil madeena. 

! & Or Or & & 


INVITATION TO LAUGHTER 

■A A photographer’s fair wife gave birth to a black 
baby. Stunned by the news, the husband cried: 
“ What a devil: / haven’t given it enough light." 

A A A A A 

A LADY: *7 have lost my dog today, officer 
OFFICER: “It isn’t my business. I recommend you 
to advertise in the newspapers 
LADY: ” Advertise in the papers? My dog doesn’t 
read or write. 

A A A A A 

A — “ But I Jove you so much. / adore you 

and wish you could accept my proposal for 
marriage. ” 

— “How can you prove you really love me?” 

— *77/ drive myself into the fire for your sake, 
throw myself in the midst of water and hurriedly 
climb the ladder to...” 


— (interrupting): “ That’s enough. It’s nonsense. 1 j 
don’t want to mam a fireman!” 

\ 

A A A A A | 

i 

* SHE: “Do you know why God created Adam 
before Eve?" 

HE: “To give him the chance to speak a little 
before she comes.” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Give two different meanings for the following 
words: 

a - QUACK 
b- PLIGHT 
c - SOW 
d- STALE 
e- NEAT 

A A A A A 

2. What are these instruments used for? — Stetho- 
scope, lactometer, scalpel, calorimeter, sextant. 

A A A A A 

3. Provide the necessary information by completing 
these sentences: 

a) The kangaroo is an animal known by its long 

b) Slavery in America was abolished by 

c) Napoleon was finally defeated at 

d) The lightest metal is 

e/ John F. Kennedy was in Dallas by a 

gunman 

called in 1963. 

jl” s> ij- -si- 

4. Why do we say “goodbye” 


A A A A A 


5. What words contain all the vowels? 

A A A A A 


PUZZLES 

(A) SOL VE-A-PROBLEM: IfZkofa certain number 
is 5 l /i greater than -ft of that same number. 

What is that certain number? 

A A A A A 

(B) THE NUMBERS GAME: Can you insert the 
missing numbers to make these equations correct ? 


*:#e 


=~3 


ws 


Happiness is 
white fish 

By Samer Gtiaieh Bagaeen 

1 was listening the other day to one of those radio 
wildlife programmes which, given a chance, actually 
leave you better informed. This one featured several 
men chatting in a cave about some white, eyeless 
fish-like creature which tends to lurk in watery 
pockets in the dark comers of caves. It was some 
casual phrase like " this little animal has been here 
since the age of the dinosaurs and has survived quite 
unchanged” which caught my ear. Apparently, it 
does not need light and does not need anything else 
much either, except water and enough nutrient in the 
scummy film on top of the water. It has survived for 
millions of years without ever doing any of those 
things that separate hman beings from other animals . 
such as singing carols at Christmas, playing chess . 
going outdoors and pretending that going to discos is 
lim. or indeed, without doing anything much. 

A simple life, you might tiunk. Not so. said one of 
the experts. This is one the most specialised animals 
he had ever come across. It was then that I suddenly- 
realised that this eyeless white fish’s speciality was 
just that: Being ah eyeless white fish. 

It vi as perfectly adapted to its surroundings. Being 
in the dark no longer bothered it. It had all the food it 
wanted. All the liquid. It seemed to have no enemies. 
It had no ambitions to have things it could not have. 
It was not happy, but presumably it had no concepr 
of happiness and therefore did not mind not being 
happy, which is as close as you can get to being happy 
for an eye/ess white fish. 

This was a species that had evolved as far as it 


being a small 
in the dark: 

appeared. By comparison with ir hum.m Kmp > 
very unspecialised. Hie do fats Ot things a* 

■ most of them badly, and the tew rh.it we do i w /| 
(singing carols nr Christmas, av dancing, minting 
ways of recording sound, combating hair loss! an. 
either not worth doing or somewhat oiimJl the 
demands of evolution. 

Anvwav. a day or to later I found niysvlt w jft.hmg 
a French' proeramme on television in which 1 ‘*2* rnI 
that “even- dav LdOO.OiHi vehicles enter Pan*. There 
are only 1.300.000 parking spaces »« '■««> 

Whnr does this tell us about the white eyeless h*n. 
as compared to man ? The n bite cyelss fish would be 
wav out ahead. It has achieved everything if set out 
to do, as far as cave dwelling is concerned. It has 
never known a parking problem. Man. on th e othe r 
hand . is creating problems the further he progresses- 
Through over-population, pollution and idiocy, huts 
manaeine to affect all advances he has nude He 
invents cooking and then litters the world with 
McDonald's restaurants. 

We are told that global warming has teamed and 
we may be on the wav to messing up the planet 
terminally, not just for human>. but for every living 
species. Human beings have turned out to be very 
good at having fun, but not at clearing up utter 
themselves, or co/iser^irig the environment, which 
means rhar all forms of life will be dimmed, if wept, 
probablv. for that white eyeless fish down in the 
caves. While everything disappears quietly upstairs, 
it will be. without knowing it. the most intelligent 
form of life left alive. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 
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j Thursday, Dec. IS 

i 

| 7:30 N.B.A. 

| 8:30 Road To Avonlea 

| 9:10 Tequila And Bonetti 

\ 

| 10:00 News In English 

! 10:20 Feature Film 

12:00 The Investigator 

: A couple of tricksters is pursued by the police after 
i being charged with robbery. 

Friday, D ec 16 

• 7230 Hollywood Stuntmakers 

I 8:00 African Skies 

8-JO You Bet Your Life 

9:00 F.M. Magazine 

9J0 Heart Of Courage 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Blanche 

Blanche comes to odds with the widespread corrup- 
tion between the church and the land authorities as 
she attempts to provide settlers with proper medical 
care. 

Saturday, Dec. 17 

7:30 Harry And The Hendersons 
8:00 Innovation 

Educational Programme 

An educational programme on the four mathematical 
dimensions. The programme also highlights how 
much computers are instrumental in realising the 
fourth dimension. 

8 JO Quantum Leap 
9:10 Murder She Wrote 

Who Killed JB Fletcher 

Several crimes occur after a woman connives at her 
lover’s attempts to achieve illegally material gains. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Him — Fire Storm 

Starring: Levan Burton & Jill Claybourgh 

A considerable loss in lives and property occurs as a 
result of a big fire which breaks out in Oakland. 

12:00 Major Dad 

Sunday, Due. IB 

7 JO McHalcs Navy 
Purple Heart For Gurber 

After they claim to have sunk a Japanese submarine 
in the Pacific Ocean r the Marines are assigned to go 
there again to sink another one. 

8:00 The Album Show 

8 JO Quantum Leap 

9:10 Galactica 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — Foreign Affairs 

Starring : Joanne Woodward & Brian Dennehy 


The Rim is an entertaining and touching low story of 
a quiet and reserved college professor and an 
outspoken and uneducated peasant who . despite 
being perfect opposites, ultimately learn how to 
attract. 

12:00 The Upper Hand 

Monday, Dec 19 

7 JO Black Beauty 
8:00 Boogies Diner 

Home Sweet Home 

A homeless woman receives support despite having 
secretly used the store as a night shelter. 

8 JO Quantum Leap 

9:10 Shades Of L.A. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Grushko 

With scant resources and a little respect from a 
cynical public. General Grushko attempts to track 
down a crime gang dealing in nuclear contaminated 
meat. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20 

7 JO F.B.I: The Untold Stories 
8:00 Guide To The Universe 

8 JO Quantum Leap 

9:10 Cracking The Code 

Freedom in The Genes 

Is behaviour inherited? This programme explains 
why man is largely his own master with the aid of the 
world’s largest gathering of twins. English sheepdogs 
and trained flies. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 First Circle 

As a result of the attempted treason which was 
uncovered, Stalin orders two imprisoned scientists to 
invent a new system for deciphering codes. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21 

7:30 Home Improvement 

Wild Kingdom 

5? he doesn r fear snakes after be Ends 

one in his house. 

8:00 Life In The Ftwrrr 

The Race To Srccc 

™?mfk%yT e J S li™ on so ™ -mV' msv-onic 
thou gh frozen in iwnn-r. nie.'r feed 
and breed dunng a brief period of^-huur daylight! 

8 JO Quantum Leap 

9:10 Law And Order 

Forgiveness 

^^tTbe^eTd^ *" «*> «* 

10:00 News In English V 

3 !* 

10:20 Snowy River 
Fathers And Sons 

£.1 

11:10 Coming Of Age ^ 




JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15-16, 1994 



Unm 



PREVIEW 


min g ami Mr.vh.ng ;.'w- s,v n ^ > 

t '»/ I'llltCll.C }>(i \V*s.': .jjjj _jj j 

|v.iN.tm who. Ji'srifj* i 
ultnn.ifrlx U\irn .*}«>» M I 


16** I ppcr H tuiil 

toy, l>w. T9 

) HLki Ik'Auft 
1 /fcuJgK 1 * [liner 

;-»w: -• 

ir«viw* -‘V- 

,*jr .iv .1 r?:.c**« 

Quantum t cap 

Shmir* (V I.. A. 

New* fn 6«itfff*A 

#? JF firtithht’ 

tv Jins.! .» -h'l.Y •i ' V.' 
a’i-li t»li. •' ‘ 

.t-.ii'jjk rrr hsvt. : •• 


fitoy, D*e. 20 

!. 76r’ 1 «f«*M V'.tk ' 

*,**• l.> Ihr 1 rm ( tv- - 
tanking 


wa te&ssisssx™’ 

Edited by Valentine M. Moghadam 
pubhshed for the United Nations University/ ‘ 
World Institute for Development Economics 
Research by Zed Books Ltd., London and New 
Jersey, 1994, 169 pages. $19.95. 

Why is it that women who enthusiastically join in a 
national liberation struggle later End their rights 
curtailed after independence? Why do societies that 
isolate themselves often segregate the sexes as we//’ 
How is it that women's role may be marginalised at 
the very moment it is the subject of vigorous public 
debate? r 

These are some of the questions addressed by the 
six women who contributed essays to Gender and 
National Identity. They explore how women’s role 
intersects with the dynamics of nationalism . mod- 
ernisation , revolution, state-building and fslamisa- 
don in Algeria, Bangladesh. Iran, Afghanistan and 
Palestine. Several of the authors argue that women s 
status is central to a revolutionary society's self- 
definition. 

The clearest examples of this hypothesis are found 
in the essays on Iran and Afghanistan, written by 
Nayereh Tohidi and Valentine M. Moghadam, re- 
spectively. In 1978. when Afghans began fleeing into 
Pakistan, the main reason they gave for leaving was 
desire to escape the universal literacy programme of 
the revolutionary government in Kabul. Literacy 
classes emailed women appearing in public , and this 
challenged the mixture of tribal custom and Islam 
adhered to by rural Afghans . Thus, from the start, 
women's status was central to the conflict between 
the governing party and the Mujahedeen opposition. 
Later, when the Kabul government tried to appease 
the Mujahedeen for the sake of national reconcilia- 
tion, programmes for women’s advancement were 
dropped. One might add that this was to no avail: 
Kabul evenfua//y fell to the Mujahedeen whose Erst 

r ier.-was to enforce the veiling of women. 

Why is female behaviour deemed so crucial? The 
authors concur that this is more a question of power 


The General In His Labyrinth 

By Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

For those of us who read Gabriel Garda Marquez's 
magnificent One Hundred Years Of Solitude soon 
after it appeared . The General In His Labyrinth 
(1989) is a subtle surprise. At Erst glance, the book 
doesn't seem to march along with the others in 
Marquez's arsenal. For one thing, it is semi-fictional, 
recreating the extraordinary context of General 
Simon Bolivar's last year, of life , and for another, it 
skirts the surreal which is so much part of Marquez's 
other works. And. yetMor those familiar with the 
author's political convictions , The Genera/ In His 
Labyrinth is an epic tour de force that is informed by 
the nationalistic sensibilities of a man who obviously 
still believes in the cultural, and perhaps even 
geographical unity of the Latin American continent, 
even while living in Mexican exile. 

The book traces the trajectory of the near- 
legendary 19th-century general. Simon Bolivar, “ The 
'! Liberator " who fought for dose to 20 years to 
establish an independent and united country in what 
is now Latin America , only to see his monumental 
work tom apart in his own lifetime by a number of 
squabbling fellow generals, and a surge of localistic, 
parochial fervour that favoured partition over unity. 
Although principally concerned with the last months 
of Bolivar's life, and the agonies of exile and 
impending death. Marquez's book is also a harrowing 
depiction'of deceit and betrayal. In a postscript to his 
work . Marquez describes how he pieced together 
Bolivar’s last journey, even now little-known in the 
general's country of birth, Venezuela , by enlisting 


relations than of Islamic doctrine. Control over 
women is often justified by contending that they are a 
potential source of social disorder or. alternately, 
that they must raise the next generation. Maintaining 
traditions, including strict norms for women’s be- 
haviour. serves to strengthen men’s identity and 
ability to resist external pressures, whether these 
arise from the economic system or the demands of 
engaging in battle. He faces the world armoured by 
the guarantee of domestic stability.. In societies 
where the nation or state is projected r as an extension 
of the family, the same mechanism may be employed 
by political forces on a national basis to promote 
their aims. 1 

Besides, there is the obvious economic motivation. 
In many cases, men drive profit by selling products, 
such as carpets , made by unpaid female family 
members: “collective male interests dictate strict . 
control of “ female labour" (p. 85). 

In Afghanistan, patriarchal tribes have historically 
been stronger than the state, and Islam served as the 
unifying ideology for the opposition in the absence of 
concepts of nationalism. Islam also emerged as the 
banner of the Iranian opposition, but for somewhat 
different reasons. 

Under the shah, modernisation was largely in- 
duced by the penetration of Western capital and 
technology, while change was decreed from above, as 
when the police enforced the unveiling of women in 
1963. This gave rise to new confiicts. for popular 
culture inevitably lagged behind the abrupt trans- 
formations, leaving* the majority of the people 
unequipped to deal with the new economic condi- 
tions and breakdown of old soda I patterns. 

In this context, joining the Islamic movement was 
an act Qf self-defence, a search for identity. Women 
with a modem life style were viewed as having been 
corrupted by the West and the shah regime; their 
behaviour was blamed for the soda! ills associated 
with modernisation. The Islamic movement advo- 
cated domesticating women to solve the crisis, and 
much of the anti-shah opposition downplayed the 
question of women’s rights. 

Yet. the women's question continued to be pivotal 
even after the xictory of the Islamic Revolution. A 


the help of numerous biographers, historians, diplo- 
mats, linguists and at least one typesetter. He calls 
the events in the book “ a horror", and indeed they 
are. Here was a man who was bom into the wealthy, 
land-owning Creole aristocracy of Spanish America, 
whose youth was spent trying to imbibe and duplicate 
the Napoleonic spirit of Europe and to soak up as 
much of French and British culture as possible; who, 
nevertheless, gave up his life of ease to fight the 
Spanish occupier and to forge , an independent , 
economically viable country out of the Spanish 
colonies in the Americas . only to see ikJounder on 
the shoals of petty politics and narrow self-interest 


BOOK REVIEW 


Many times elected as president of the republic when 
the country was in danger , he was to die reviled by 
most of the populace that he had sought to free , 
alone and in exile, with only a small band of followers 
at his side. 

Marquez’s skillful, full-bodied description of the 
general's character, intermixed with snatches of his 
real-life conversations and literary communications 
exposes the man 's callousness, bravery and immense 
humanity all at the same time. Bolivar was a 
highly-regarded general and a magnanimous states- 
man; be forgave most of his enemies (but one) and he 
was incorruptible, strictly accounting for every cent 
in the public treasury. And yet he was known to be 
vulgar in speech, pitiless in combat and frequently 


review of developments shows that pressure on 
women to wear the hijab eases when the authorities 
feel their power is secure, only to be tightened when 
they face a crisis. 

In both Iran and afghanistan. " women became 
hostage in the confiict between the security and 
legitimacy of tradition and the aspiration for full 
human dignity and liberation" (p. 127). The term 
“ hostage " applies equally to women in Algeria, and 
the inclusion of two essays on this country gives 
Gender And National Identity added current rele- 
vance. 

Algeria has long been a standard reference in 
feminist discourse as to what should not happen to 
women in the post-independence stage. Pertinent to 
this discussion is Cherifa Bouatta’s frank interview 
with two women who were militants in the national 
liberation struggle. Though Frantz Fanon predicted 
that the war would shake patriarchal family struc- 
tures. the interview reveals that neither woman was 
motivated to join the FLN by special female con- 
cerns. Rather both identified with the collective goals 
of their people. They went far beyond traditional 
roles in the pursuit of these national aims, but this 
was related to the demands of the exceptional war 
situation. No attempt was made by the post- 
independence government to preserve the revolu- 
tionary women’s role other than as an image. 

Today these women look back with nostalgia at the 
mutual respect and relative equality that existed 
between men and women in the liberation struggle. 
They are bitter about subsequent developments, and 
one of them attributes female support to the FIS to 
the fact that the government has done nothing to 
improve women's situation. 

Now, even the image of the Moudjahidates — 
women smugglers — is under attack. Due to popular 
sentiment, the FIS dares not directly attack Algeria’s 
heritage of national liberation. Instead, it targets the 
weakest link, trying to erase the symbol of the 
women who fought for her country. "Hence, the 
Moujahidates are the reference for the women taking 
part today in a modem project of feminine libera- 
tion. in opposition to the project of the Islamist 


BOOK REVIEW 


movement " (p. 36). 

In the other selection on Algeria. Doria Cherifati- 
Merabtine provides historical background pertinent 
to why women are central to the contest over which 
direction society should take. Colonisation nearly 
.destroyed Algeria. In self-defence. Algerians “took 
refuge in tradition and custom. In trying to cut 
women off from Western civilisation.*' they aimed to 
preserve the integrity of their society (p. 42). This is 
part of the reason why the FLN did not challenge 
tradition concerning women's role, especially after 
the battle was won and it came to power. “ 

Moghadam notes in her introduction: “It is in the 
context of economic crisis and social disparities that 
Islamist movements have emerged and spread, call- 
ing for the domestication of women as the solution to 
the crisis" (p. 9). This angle was echoed by Algeria's 
representative to the women's forum of the regional 
preparatory meeting of Arab women recently held in 
Amman. Saidi Ben Habylas reported that FIS leader 
Abbas Madani has proposed ", sending women home " 
as the solution to Algeria 's 33 per cent unemploy- 
ment rate. (Jordan Times, Nov. 13). 

In the concluding essay of the book. Nahla Abdo 
gives a thoughtful examination of women's situation 
in relation to the Palestinian quest for national 
liberation. She notes that women's interests have 
more than once been sacrificed on the alter of 
nationalism. They have been asked to bear many 
children in order to win the demographic battle with 
Zionism, regardless of the costs to their health and 
well-being. More recently, they were asked to 
acquiesce to the demand of Hamas that they wear 
hijab, in order to secure unity against the occupation. 

Today, the new Palestinian National Authority is 
at odds with both the Islamic movement and large 
portions of its own democratic constituency. This 
situation, like the conditions prevailing in the 
aforementioned countries, calls for re-examination of 
the relation between national struggle, social change, 
religion and state power. Gender And National 
Identity gives no simple answers to the questions it 
raises, but it may serve as a useful guide to critical 
reassessment. 

Statty Bland 


Voices from the global South 


unfair to his most loyal servitors and aides-de-camp. 
Marquez's Eeshed-out characterisation captures the 
man’s human foibles without falling into melodrama: 
and his evocation of the tropics, its lush vegetation 
and its debilitating heat, provides a languid backdrop 
to the general's tormented last journey. 

Having said that, the author's single-minded focus 
on the last, traumatic period of Bolivar’s life rele- 
gates to oblivion a central question of Latin Amer- 
ican, indeed of all southern independence, move- . 
ments, which is: Could national unity have prevailed 
in the first place? Here, a historical survey of Latin 
America at the time of Bolivar is important. The 
point, according to Benedict Anderson’s Imagined 
Communities (1983), is that while Bolivar and others 
in the Creole aristocracy may have shared a number 
of cultural affinities with the Spanish metropolis in 
Madrid, they were denied social and economic 
.mobility. Because they were bom in the colonies and 
not in the mother country, they were confined to 
their American plantations and denied a chance to 
shine in Spain, even though they were of Spanish 
origins. Largely as a result of limited opportunities in 
the Spanish empire, hostility to Madrid spread 
among the Creole land-owning class in Venezuela, 
Ecuador , Mexico and Peru, which contributed to the 
birth of an American identity. Banding together with 
others of their class (whether landowners or mer- 
chants), the Creole leadership reached out to the 
mass of peasants of African and Indian origins { who 
had been excluded at first) and began the first 
revolutions in Spanish America. 

But why did the revolutions fail to create a un/red 
America? Anderson believes that , from the very 


first. Creole revolutionaries identified only with a 
certain local identity, which emanated from the 
Spanish territorial and administrative units that 
formed the basis for what would later become 
Venezuela. Colombia, Ecuador, Argentina. Uru- 
guay. Paraguay and Bolivia. These geographical- 
administrative units became economic zones under 
Madrid's commercial tutelage, thus reinforcing the 
“ natural " ties of contiguity and administrative con- 
tact. Moreover, while local newspapers did appear in 
the Spanish Americas, they were themselves a 
product of a provincial consciousness that did not 
refiect American-wide concerns. Unlike the Thirteen 
Colonies of Northern America (which later would 
become the United Slates), Spanish American col- 
onies exhibited the same interests, and spoke with 
one voice only under the short Presidency of Simon 
Bolivar’s Gran Colombia (Venezuela. New Granada 
and Ecuador). 

However, all these issues do not directly concern 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Nor should they, for 
Marquez is ultimately writing an eulogy for "a man 
and a movement which once held great promise, and 
died too soon. For him. the sheer pathos of Bolivar’s 
last days . and the tragedy of his death are the stuff of 
which legends are made. His harrowing depiction of 
the prematurely aged Bolivar forms the core of a 
worfc of stunning originality , insight and compassion, 
and brings the reader face to face with issues that 
permeate all cultures throughout history. 


Dr. Hafa JFattah 
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Marriage fever 
grips Hanoi 


HANOI ,(AFP) — Cold 
nights are here, and so is 
the season of love. 

Thousands of young 
northern Vietnamese are 
tyl *' the knot during the 
fra. itional winter mar- 
riage frenzy, when festive 
qfb nquets and wedding 
> motorcades are a daily 
fright in Hanoi. 
ir,- Unlike in the southern 
Regions, young north- 
erners consider the cool 
® months of November to 
February the best season 
in which to get hitched. 

Couples choose wed- 
ding dates months in adv- 
ance after consulting 
fortune-tellers, a practice 
demanded by tradition 
and now tolerated by the 
Socialist authorities. 

Wealthy families . en- 
f joying the country's con- 
version to a marfcet eco- 
. nomy, spend on average 
■about 20 million dong 
for a wedding . 
»ho are less 
wealthy can blow around 
right million dong ($800) 
on a wedding — a sum 
that is still equal to three 
or four years* salary for 
the average government 

worker. 

. Many weddings , and 
the banquets that follow \ 
are sumptuous affairs that 


plunge the newlyweds into 
debr” even before their 
honeymoon . Some cou- 
ples celebrate by throwing 
feasts spread over two 
days with as many as 250 
guests. 

Bur such extravagance 
can backfire and lead 
overworked , debt- 
burdened couples to seek 
divorce. 

Hanoi's wealthy go to 
great lengths to display 
their money during the 
marriage season , which is 
punctuated by celebra- 
tions such as Christmas 
and the Lunar New Year, 
known locally as Tet. 

While authorities are 
now less likely to question 
a family’s wealth and abil- 
ity to stage a marriage 
extravaganza, the local 
press has called on young 
people to keep their wed- 
dings “ simple , modest and 
economical” and not 
contrary to Socialist 
morality." 

But Hanoi residents are 
no longer surprised to see 
convoys of luxury cars, 
escorted by dozens of 
mopeds. fetching the 
bride at her parents’ 
home , causing traffic jams 
and making noise in 
Hanoi's major arteries. 

The number of wed- 


dings in Hanoi swells to 
several dozen per day dur- 
ing the “lucky days" de- 
signated by the lunar 
calendar. 

**/ hope that my 
wedding will be as solemn 
and happy as possible, be- 
cause it will happen only 
once in my life, " said Tran 
Thi Thu, a 19-year-old 
aspiring bride, who admit- 
ted knowing little about 
conjugal intimacy, a deli- 
cate subject here. 

, The virginity of young 
women is no longer consi- 
dered these days in Hanoi 
as proof of morality as in 
the past, but remains 
nevertheless valued in the 
tradition-bound country- 
side. 

Of the 6.000 couples 
who wed annually in 
Hanoi, around 10 per cent 
will eventually divorce, 
according to official esti-‘ 
mates from the Cenfre for 
Women's Studies in Viet- 
nam. 

Men many in general 
between the ages of 25 to 
30 years, compared with 
22 to 25 for women. 
Women who have reached 
30 find it difficult to find 
husbands in a society 
where the number of 
potential partners has 
been slashed by three de- 


cades of war. 

Weddings can be held in 
the homes of the couple's 
families or in a hotel after 
having carried out the reg- 
istration formalities with 
the local people’s commit- 
tee. 

The law sets the mini- 
mum marrying age at 20 
for men and 18 for 
women , although there 
are people who marry 
younger without being 
sanctioned by local au- 
thorities, especially in ru- 
ral areas where the tradi- 
tion of pre-arranged mar- 
riages remains strong. 

During the “tea cere- 
mony," each guest offers 
the couple an envelope 
which contains anything 
from 20,000 to 30.000 
dong ($2 to 53). and up to 
100.000 dong ($10) at a 
large banquet. 

Hie size of the presennt 
is related to the scale of 
the party, and may repre- 
sent up to a third of a civil 
servant's average salary. 

“In one day . I received 
three invitations, but 1 had 
to turn them down for lack 
of money, ” said a mother. 
Tran Ngoc Trinh, a pen- 
sioner who does not go 
out these days, explaining 
that her income does not 
allow for such expenses. 


Japanese debate 
what’s in a name 


By Makiko Tazaki 
Agence France Presse 

TOKYO — Traditional 
values are standing 
in the way of Japanese 
women's attempts to dear 
the next hurdle toward 
sexual equality by obtain- 
ing the nght to keep their 
original names after mar- 
riage. 

A recent government 
survey found that as man- 
ya as 53.4 per cent those 
surveyed opposed a prop- 
osed legal revision that 
allows married couples to 
have different surnames. 
They said they believed a 
shared surname helps un- 
ite a family. 

te Having the same name 
will help increase the feel- 
ing of oneness in a fami- 
ly one of the opponents 
was quoted as saying in 
the report issued by the 
prime 'minister’s office 
late November. 

The results of the latest 
survey , which found that 
only 27.4 per cent 
approved changing the 
law ; tinned out to be far 
more conservative than 
private surveys conducted 
earlier. 

A survey in September 
by the Asahi newspaper 


bad shown that more than 
60 per cent of those ques- 
tioned favoured , or could 
tolerate, different sur- 
names for spouses. 

“ The difference was be- 
cause of the way questions 
were put. People think it’s 
okay for others , but not 
for themselves said Fu- 
jiko Sakakibara, a lawyer 
who has been campaign- 
ing for the legal revision 
for nearly 10 years. 

“Anyway, what matters 
is the opinion of young 
people, those who will get 
married in the future.” 
Mis. Sakakibara said, not- 
ing that even in the gov- 
ernment poll , more than 
40 per cent of respondents 
in their 20s supported the 
idea of allowing a wife to 
keep her maiden name. 

“There will be no set- 
back she stressed „ ex- 
plaining that Japan could 
not backpedal from going 
ahead with the legal revi- 
sion because it had 
pledged to the United Na- 
tions to work on it as part 
of efforts to lift women’s 
status. 

“Support to the 
separate-name system has 
risen rapidly in the past 
several years. The 
momentum for the change 


is very strong, ” she said. 

CaUs for the legal revi- 
sion increased as feminist 
values slowly filtered into 
the largely patriarchal 
society. 

The current law . intro- 
duced nearly half a cen- 
tury ago , carries a mask of 
equality. It says a couple 
can adopt either the hus- 
band's or the wife's name. 
But in reality . wives are 
the ones who change their 
names in nearly 98 per 
cent of marriages. 

Many women complain 
that they feel they are just 
being absorbed into their 
husbands’ families when 
they change names. 

But feminist principles 
are not the only reasons 
for mounting calls for the 
change. The current sys- 
tem often creates incon- 
veniences for working 
women who have had suc- 
cessful careers under their 
maiden names. 

In the not-so-distant 
past , most women quit 
jobs when they got mar- 
ried. But this has changed, 
and more and more 
women have chosen to 
continue working after 
marriage , particularly af- 
ter the introduction of the 
1986 law ensuring equal 
opportunities in employ- 


ment. 

A number of married 
working women are now 
using two names — the 
maiden name at work and 
the husband's name for 
official papers and for pri- 
vate matters. 

“I’ve been using my 
maiden name at work 
since I got married more 
than 10 years ago, ” said 
Yoko Mimuro, an editor 
at a major Tokyo pub- 
lisher. 

“ I was frnown by my 
maiden name and wanted 
keep it that way. Many 
women in this business use 
their maiden names, ” she 
said. 

Ms. Mimuro said the 
introduction of the use of 
different surnames for 
spouses would be “a good 
idea" if the problem of 
what to do about the chil- 
dren's names could be re- 
solved. 

Lawyers said they ex- 
pect the change to be in- 
troduced within two years 
as part of a sweeping revi- 
sion of marriage Ians. 

In most countries in 
Asia, including China. 
Taiwan and Singapore, 
married women have the 
right to keep their original 
names. 
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New drugs may help asthma sufferers 


By Ben HirschJer 
Reuter 

LONDON — Asthma is 
on the rise worldwide , 
aggravated by growing air 
pollution and allergies. 

There is no true cure for 
this most common chronic 
condition, affecting an 
estimated three to five per 
cent of people, but a 
clutch of new drugs are 
now in development 
which doctors believe may 
improve treatment. 

At present asthma is 
* treated mainly with bron- 
chodilators to relieve air- 
; way constriction, and — 
» increasingly — with in- 
I haled steroids which tack - 
I le the underlying in- 
\ flammation of the bronc- 
i hial tubes which causes 
asthma. 

; But while steroids are 
.effective, worries remain 
about their possible side 
effects. Last month, a 


2.000 signature petition 
was presented to the Brit- 
ish government urging a 
no- fault compensation 
scheme amid claims about 
the drugs. 

Dr. Neil Thomson, an 
asthma expert at Glas- 
gows Western Infirmary, 
says there is no evidence 
that low-dose inhaled ster- 
oids are harmful. But it is 
not clear just where the 
safe' limit lies. 

For the last decade, the 
hunt has been on for 
alternatives. Now the first 
new drugs are nearing the 
market. 

Their common goal is to 
target specific inflamma- 
tion " mediators ". Ster- 
oids. by contrast, suppress 
virtually every step of the 
inflammatory process, 
making them rather blunt 
pharmacological tools. 

The companies making 
the new compounds — 
which can be swallowed as 


pills rather than inhaled — 
hope they will cut the 
need for steroids in mild 
to moderate asthma pa- 
tients. who make up the 
bulk of sufferers. 

First Co reach the mar- 
ket will be a group of 
drugs which inhibit pro- 
duction of leukotrienes. 
naturally-occurring subst- 
ances implicated in caus- 
ing inflammation. 

U.S.- based Abbott 
Laboratories 5 - 
lipoxygenase inhibitor. 
Zileuton, filed for regula- 
tory approval in Septem- 
ber. does this by blocking 
the biosynthesis of leukot- 
rienes. 

The British Zeneca 
Group, meanwhile, has a 
different drug — selective 
leukotriene D4 antagon- 
ist. called Accolate — 
which is due for filing ear- 
ly in 1995. 

Both drugs could be 
approved in J996. phar- 


maceutical analysts be- 
lieve. but Accolate may 
have an advantage since it 
will be offered in a low 
dose regime of just one 
tablet a day. against three 
a day for Zileuton. 

A~ follow-up compound 
from Smithkline Beecham 
(SB) called Panlukast is a 
year behind Accolate in 
development in the U.S. 
and Europe, although it 
has already been filed for 
approval in Japan by SB's 
partner Ono Phar- 
maceuticals. 

Further off. several 
firms including Rhone- 
Poulenc Rorer. Smith- 
kline and Syntex are work- 
ing on selective phospho- 
diesterase (PDE4) inhibi- 
tors. regarded by many 
researchers as the most 
promising new anti- 
asthma drug class. 

The most advanced oral 
PDE4 is made by the Brit- 
ish biotechnol'osv com- 


pany Cel! tech Group and 
goes under the c ode- 
name CDP-S40. it is being 
developed with Merck and 
Co and is now in phase II 
clinical trials. 

Other drugs focusing on 
different mediators’ in- 
clude platelet activating 
factor fPAFl antagonists, 
such as British Biotech's 
Lexipafant. being de- 
\eloped with Glaxo, and 
thromboxane antagon- 
ists. like Baver's Bav-U- 
5405. 

Another class of com- 
pounds. still at the re- 
search stage in several 
companies portfolios, are 
potassium channel activa- 
tors. 

Thomson says it has yet 
to be proved Whether any 
of these drugs will consis- 
tently outperform inhaled 
steroids across a broad 
range of patients. As a 
result, he sees them sup- 
plementing rather than re- 


placing steroids — ar least 
initially. 

" Steroids are a tough 
nut to crack. They work 
very well and in normal 
doses they don't have se- 
rious side effects. " he 
said. 

But as understanding of 
asthma improves. Thom- 
son believes treatments 
will be more tailored to 
individual needs which 
could well involve using 
different drugs or com- 
binations of drugs. 

The prize for companies 
is a slice of a fast-growing 
market. This year global 
sales of asthma drugs are 
expected to rise by at least 
10 per cent — somewhat 
less than in recent years. 
but srii/ twice the rare of 
the drugs market as a 
whole. 

Swedish drugmaker A B 
Astra estimates global 
asthma drug sales will be 
worth S5.S billion in 1994. 


Sordid drugs tale pulls no punches 


By Charles Whelan 

Agence France Presse 

PARIS — Iji the same 
week that 11 top Chinese 
competitors were conde- 
mned as drug cheats . a 
sordid little movie opened 
here. 

Dernier Stade may not 
be the greatest movie of 
its genre, as one FrencA 
film critic claimed, but 
film-maker Christian Zer- 
bib pulls no punches. The 
only unconvincing part is 
the final disclaimer: “Any 
connection with real life is 
unintentional . " 

Cut to the action: A 
parody of the Marseillese 
plays ' as Catherine De- 
launey . 800 metres cham- 
pion of France, inserts a 
pouch of “clean" urine 
into her vagina to enable 
her to pass a random dope 
test . 

In the next scene De- 
la uney weeps with joy as 
the Marseillese blares out 
and she is crowned Euro- 
pean champion. 


Zerbib's low-budget 
film depicts the destruc- 
tion of sport by drugs with 
the collusion of top athle- 
tics officials and sponsors. 

Money is the root of all 
evil here. Delauney is 
champion and French re- 
cord holder, thanks to 
drugs. She gets a house, 
car and cash from her 
sponsor, one of France's 
biggest banks. 

“ Break your own re- 
cord. we double the 
money," the bank says. 
“ Win the European 
Championship and we 
pour it all over you. ” 

Delauney. played by 
Anne Richard, undergoes 
a regime of doping which 
broadly re fleets " current 
practice in athletics and 
includes male hormone in- 
jections. masking agents, 
blood doping and even 
pregnancy, the most natu- 
ral "way to boost hormone 
levels and oxygen reten- 
tion. 

According to the 
French Sports Ministry, 


some 8.000 dope tests 
were carried out on 
French athletes last year, 
160 or 1.6 per cent of them 
positive. Drug abuse were 
prevalent throughout 
athletics for international 
level down to the most modest . 
provincial competition. 

But Zerbib's inspiration 
for the film was not 
France. On April 9. 19S7. 
East Germany heptathlete 
Birgit Dressier com- 
plained of a pain in her 
back. The following day 
she was dead — victim of 
an ambitious coach, an 
unscrupu/ousdoctor . and a 
lethal cocktail of drugs. 
Dressier was 26 and in one 
season — Aer last — rose 
100 places in the world 
rankings. 

*7 wanted to know why 
what woman died." said 
Zerbib. “ The tale is all too 
familiar. " 

The film follows one 
season in the life of a top 
French athlete. At the 
start Delauney is beaten in 
the French Cham- 


pionships by a runner on 
drugs. She vows revenge, 
finds her ambitious coach 
and unscrupulous doctor, 
and never has' to lose 
again. 

France has yet to have 
its Ben Johnson scandal . 
or a collective slap in the 
face like the Chinese, but 
the film has rouched a raw 
nerve in the Sports Minis- 
try and the Athletics Fed- 
eration. 

The French have long 
looked down from the 
moral high ground at drug 
scandals elsewhere, not- , 
ably in the United States, j 
the former Soviet Bloc, j 
and Britain. j 

.Not any more. Zerbib's [ 
film opened the day after \ 
publication of a new re- ; 
port in drug abuse in teen- j 
ace sport : j 

Two sports medicine 
specialists polled 2.425 
high school students in 
southern France and 
found nearly 10 per cent j 
would take performance- j 
enhancing drugs and one j 


in 50 were already doing 
so. 

"They know it goes on 
at the highest levels in 
sports. so~tbey think 'why 
not’." said Philippe Turb- 
lin. one of the specialists. 

A Sports Ministry- 
spokesman described the 
findings as shocking and 
said: ""The risk is that 
there will be a drug-abuse 
'explosion and we will get 
into the situation de- 
scribed in Dernier Stade. " 

But according to 
athletes themselves. 


France is already there. 
Dernier Stade. itself a 
play on w r ords which could 
translate as "The End Of 
The Road." does not go 
far enough. 

To depict the protagon- 
ist. Anne Richard had to 
train for three years under 
top French coaches, com- 
peting alongside athletes 
in international events. 

“ The athletes thanked 
us for doing the movie." 
she said. “ They were only 
sorry ir didn't show how- 
bad things really are . " 


‘ AIDS vaccine 
could be in 
wide use by 

2000 ’ 
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THINGS TO DO 
By Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Yegg's large: 

S MBrttdowrs 
10 Greek ponroo 
14 DwW, 

1 B Norse easy 
19 Loyal tuOjea » « 
monarch 

SC BraaMast liven* 
22 Advertmnj 
■wire 


41 Devos icnJete 

42 Charged sartdo 
A3 TaScwbase 

44 — ■nyn under nan 
deieraaiassl 
47 Shaver 
AS Important tomes 

49 Premedaubf. 

50 Hobday tone* 

51 Head. F t. 


6* Goose 
65 Tolly 
57 Vista 

63 Some Atncana 
7U Actor BftKa 
7i Fwatsucwt 

74 "Shane" star 

75 CNtdratted 
78 S*«s cantor 
78 Angara 


93 Gal of song 
93 Be#" ogam 

95 Becomes blurred 

96 Smash one 
88 -Do -r-say...' 

69 Clergyman's 

house 

tOO Sports mentor 
101 Goto bed 
105 Goimpirtshed 


23 Don'i let anyone In 

52 Fom of address 

80 Cura 

HO Smefl — 

25 In a t&fioJl sow 

53 Retuaes to retreat 

81 Peart Butt 

(be leery) 
Ill Lace nrte 

27 Mauve 

57 Lobormobena 

heroma 

26 Utasabue 

58 W as pi session 

HS House 

>12 MoMenraeat 

30 Pte — mode 

59 Nootftst Wlcset 

add mans 

113 Be irxtolere 

31 Upward slopes 

W Some 

83 ■Wiart up. —r 

114 puaHo 

34 Cavalry sword 

■anowidiBS 

84 Is In the tore horn 

115 Tankard 

35 Walk weft a 

61 Goaffike mammata 

SB Ginger thinks 

contents 

sraffle 

of Asa 

68 Wap* 

(IS Baric values of a 

35 5KM cuh 

62 Customary 

90 Uncanny 

cutane 

<0 Kind ol ranks 

practice 

91 Sweetheart 

117 French Wy 

DOWN 
1 Cry aloud 

26 Meate sound 

SS Gol wind of 

86 A Cartwright 

2 Oka. oiy 

29 Footrala abbr. 

56 Painter Mo> 

87 Town in Uganda 

3 Evergreen 

3i Take stock 

81 Chinese 

92 Short instance 

4 Pleads 

32 Recalls gmaa 

easchaotlon 

04 Frayed 
95 Papier- — 

5 Suntwnfd 

33 Prepare tor action 

63 No Us. — or but* 

6 Skdenieia 

34 FWa wan sertmenl 

64 Some etadkima 

96 Expreeaton ol a 

7 Author Lifts 

35 'Aten 

65 decal lea 

pnncsHe 

8 Sell-esteem 

36 Do something 

66 Eccentric 

97 Joyoa Carol — 

9 Having a grooved 

panto! 

67 Basatat pitch 

99 Aromatic spice 

edge 

37 Pirate 

88 SngarKing 

100 Saigar Johnny 

10 Campus figure 

38 Goes m 

69 Lie Borne ayes 

101 Hem and — 

11 Drunkard 

40 Sola of a plow 

70 Put oft 

102 A Gershwin 

12 MormlavorttB 

41 VUatUCTi wear 

72 Francis or Dahl 

103 Levy 

13 Hardwood 

44 trxfiara town 

T3 Snake, at fimes 

104 Sandwich 

14 Besom' 

15 Grand— Opty 

45 Tenobatgretad 

46 Slave ol yore 

75 More happy 

76 Main pan 

106 Sews a meal 

16 Forename 1 

5i Russian ruler 

77 Wishes 

i07 Beam 

17 Roger! 

53 Goddess of 

82 Abatona 

109 Cantanmg a 

21 Cate 

Youth 

84 Thong 

nitrogen gyoup 

24 Red deer 

54 Number 

65 Inielectual one 

109 Conzl 


lava aaaaa aaaa 



Diagramless 19 x 19 
By Harold Counts 


ACROSS 
t Worn of pne* 

5 Deny case item 
9 Dowsed to 
sotoude 
10 Pott 
T2 Cement toc 
m now panes 
It I SMa sUxM leader 
ifl Head of France 

19 Monastery men 

20 rather 

T1 Everyone 

DOWN 

1 Smapeat 

2 Blockhead 

3 AantvaiM 

4 Taka roots 

5 5heeptfca 

6 Behold' 

7 Stray 

8 Be valor mwHor 
10 Prolonged 

monsmaness 
it Nautical greeilng 


22 Mate vote 

73 Jeweled 

heedareee 
28 Pace 

27 Farm measures 
26 — da A>e got 

30 Pad nances 

31 Actor Short 

32 Creatures ol sea 
bottoms 

3S Take — view of 
37 Narrow M«u 


13 Sharp berk 
15 A« tonga.— 

previa 

IE — the Red 
t7 Navy Wowtg 

24 Mr Foo 

25 Coiecbona ol 
varans things 

26 -—Wan" 

28 Bear or cap 

29 Gather 


38 Helper* when 
parents am away 

41 Aoaisi ki 
wrongdoing 

42 Alcoholic Iquor 

43 "Gone Won the 
W«r place 

44 At right angles to 
a keel 

47 Mr. DAon 

49 Tafi 

50 Daow abbr. 


32 Cavalry sword 

33 Holy places in 
ancter* temples 

M City m Serbia 
35 F4> 


mpeatway 
39 Red as — 

*0 Band Instrument 
45 Related 
48 Rarest Hose 


53 «pen 

54 Auto shoe 

56 Lord 

57 Caroins rail 

50 Band Mtiumsm 
61 Warble 

63 Gfcasphjraafejr 
enamnng 
■peemen* 

64 Poker stake 

65 Newts 

66 Selves 


47 Tati spar 
46 Old Greek 
■narkMpiaoM 

50 Gemstones 

51 Genuine 

62 Chanty 
55 GMKc 
58 Revise tads 
58 Choir votes 
« Ptry 

62 Gutarml PW4 
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Lut Week’s Cryptograms 

1. Imbued with joviality, some local Jaza musicians hav« the 
worrisome old bluoe on a merry, crazy chaae. 

2 Wry old pro football player’s aches and kinka go away 
when his backfleld gets realigned. 

3, Biggest bane of both home gardener end farmer (s root rot, 

4. Crazy skier makes many zany tracks: S item arks! 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.G DHLUN PURPZr 7VCBCEK RE DLBC FLB 
FEEKZGET DIGUOLES OPSGET ICY FLAAKKY 
CE OZ TPANCE. — JBy Ed HiuUJcwon 

• ■TEL JMAQHCAJC MTTSJJ D8 SACK HQS 
JCATTAMR CKEC TERQJ 1YDHX BAXJ TYLQP 
EEL IQPP. — By Earl Ireland 

3. NEWEIND PHONO ITS RSl/KHZM W L 

EBEZEMTIKB TSNETfv DE A8NEWS TIRBPUL 
BAOEU5DS. — By Frank N. Stein 

4. ZMP QllAGi REP IMQ PLUG LQ ZHCqLQB 

PITGUCO SOHO AUYU. BRRP QUAG: OSV 

^ BB ILPLOK AUG YUCK ESA. — By Duane H. MeCegy 
y.V • - Ulr dUfiM-S-.' • 


PARIS (AFP) — An 
effective vaccine against 
the AIDS rims HIV could 
be in w idescale use in de- 
veloping countries by the 
end of the decade if rests 
prove conclusive, an ex- 
pert on the pandemic said 
Wednesday <\ 

ErofessSr Tars Railings, 
secretary-general of the 
International AIDS Socie- 
ty. said that if tests due to 
be carried our over rAe 
nexr few years give good 
results, vaccine program- 
mes could be launched in 
developing countries be- 
fore the year 2000. 

" That is at best, if ev- 
erything turns our well." 
Prof. Railings told AFP in 
the sidelines of a one-day 
scientific conference on 
the pandemic, ahead of 
the first international poli- 
tical summit on AIDS 
here. 

Speaking after a session 
devoted entirely to the 
question of the search for 
an AIDS vaccine, he said 
a "general vaccination 
programme" would target 
initially young girls and 
pregnant women in de- 
veloping countries. 

"He have identified 
high risk groups compris- 
ing some 350 million peo- 
ple in Africa. Asia and 
Latin America who would 
initially be subject to the 
programme. 

" The aim would be to 
vaccinate young girls be- 
fore they become'sexually 
active, say at the age of 10 
or 12. in a schools vaccina- 
tion programme similar to 
that for measles or polio. " 

He said the scale of the 
programme would depend 
on 'the results of vaccina- 
tion tests being carried out 
in countries like Thailand 
in the new few years. 

"If the trials give say a 
45-50 per cent immunity, 
then / think we would go 
ahead." said Prof. Rail- 
ings. who is a scientific 
advisor to the Swedish 
government and formerly 
worked for the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO). 


This was the main 
reason why a vaccination 
programme would initially 
target developing coun- 
tries where the AIDS inci- 
dence is high. 

"We would have to 
have a much higher effec- 
tiveness level to make it 
worthwhile in developed 
countries like France or 
the United States he 
said. 

Some 20 leading AIDS 
researchers took part in 
the vaccine discussion, 
which launched the one- 
day scientific colloquium 
on AIDS organised jointly 
by UNESCO and the 
World Health Organisa- 
tion. 

One other participant. 
Professor Myron Essex of 
the Harvard AIDS Insti- 
tute pointed out in par- 
ticular the problem that 
different vaccines had to 
be developed for different 
strains of the HIV virus 
prevalent in the West and 
in Asia. 

This was causing prob- 
lems because the majority 
of the funding available 
for research was in the 
West and therefore went 
into devising an effective 
vaccine for the most com- 
mon HIV strain in Europe 
and America . 

The point was taken up 
by Professor Natth Bha- 
marapravati. an AIDS ex- 
pert from Thailand, who 
said that trial in his coun- 
try could take " many 
years “ to produce results. 

“Developing countries 
need to be meaningful 
partners in the search" for 
an effective vaccine .” he 
said. 

Above all the session 
was dominated however 
by optimism that a vaccine 
can be developed. 

" There are difficult hur- 
dles to overcome, it is a 
daunting task, but that 
should not prevent us 
from taking the chal- 
lenge." said Professor 
William Paul of the 
National Institute of 
Health in Maryland, who 
chaired the session. 


Changing rale 
far nurses in 
Africa 


By Rebecca Dodd 

LONDON — As the 
AIDS epidemic advances, 
huge numbers of young 
people — usually the heal- 
thiest age group — are 
falling ill and health sentds 
in the developing world, 
already strcched to the 
limit, face a crisis. 

Most countries have 
said that they will not be 
able to take care of every- 
one with AIDS. Instead, 
many are opting for a sys- 
tem of “home-based" or 
community care. 

Initially seen as a way of 
spreading lAin resource s s 
further, the system has re- 
volutionised the role of 
nurses and. succeeding 
where many prevention 
programmes have failed, 
is helping to change atti- 
tudes towards HIV and 
AIDS in small communi- 
ties. 

In Tanzania . which has 
an annual per capita 
health budget of less than 
SS, AIDS has passed 
malaria as the leading 
cause of death in adults. 
To cope wi’fA rAe new bur- 
den. hospitals are sending 
home people with AIDS 
to be cared for by their 
families. Nurses who pay 
regular \isits have found 
that the patient and family 
often need much more 
than just medical care. 

AIDS still catries a 
great stigma and many 
families are either unwill- 
ing to or unable ro care for 
people with rhe illness. 
Nurses play a crucial role 
in helping families, and 
their neighbours, ro over- 
come their fears and pre- 


judices. 

Some families do not 
know that patients are 
coming home or indeed 
that they had AIDS at alt, 
until the patients are dis- 
charged into their care. 
One nurse from Zim- 
babwe recall* that during 
her home visits, families 
often invite her to eat with 
fAem. Then want to sec if 
ir is safe, as she has told 
them, to share food with 
AIDS sufferers. 

As AIDS usually Strikes 
those in their most pro* 
ductivc years, the families' 
mam needs arc often eco- 
nomic. When the chief 
breadwinners becomes 
roo sick ro work, nurses 
might link families with 
chanties or development 
groups willing to help out 
' with school fees, credit 
and finding alternative 
sources of income. 

For most nurses this is a 
na/urai and essential ex- 
tension of their work. 
Foveny. they say, has a 
direct impact on health. If 
a family lacks access to 
water and proper sanita- 
tion. rhe home is more 
likely to harbour infection 
such as TB. If food is 
scarce, the patient will get 
weaker. 

Home-based care also 
helps to prevent furrher 
spread of HIV. Regular 
home visits give nurses the 
opportunity to promote 
safe-sex messages to pa- 
tients . families and 
friends. .And having an AIDS 
sufferer in the community 
provides the next genera- 
tion with direct evidence 
of the consequences of not 
heeding that message — 
Panos features. 


ANSWERS 

BASK OF KNOWLEDGE 

a- A duck's cry: fraudulent doctor. 

b- To promise ; an unhappy condition. 

c- To put seed in soil: a female pig. 

d- Not fresh; a horse's urine. 

e- Cattle; tidy. 

<$■ Hr & 53" 53" 

2. STETHEbCOPE : Used by a doctor so as ro hear 
the sound of the heartbeat. 

LACTOMETER: Used for measuring rAe relative i 
density of milk. 

SCALPEL: Used by doctors in operation. (A small \ 
delicate knife) 

CALORIMETER: Used for measuring the quanti- 
ties of heat. 

SEXTANT: Used for measurement of angular 
distances between rwo objects. 

tSt ■& Hr *J- y3- 

3. a- Jump , 

b- Abraham Lincoln 

c - Waterloo 
d- Lithium 

e- Assassinated — Lee Harvey Oswald — 


& A ifr ifr 

4. Ir is a corruption of “God be with you.” g. 

ri- & 

5. The words that contain all vowels in their order. 
are: 

ABSTEMIOUS and FACETIOUS. 

Some other words but not in natural order, are: 
AUTHORITATIVE. DISADVANTAGEOUS. 
EFFICACIOUS. ENCOURAGING 
IMPORTUNATE and INSTANTANEOUS. 

>5- Ji" ti- s > 

PUZZLES 

(A) 44. Divide 5 <5 by the difference between 7s and 
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<>f pleasing God Almighty. 

■ “We will do our duty to- 
vards the shrines in die name 
if the nation until 'its status 
ias been determined' in an 
icceptable and appropriate 
nanner,” said the King. 

: »ln this context I would say 
hat we do not accept any 
party's sovereignty over the 
ioly Places except that of 
}od Almighty and we will 
iot at the same time diminish 
he right of our Palestinian 
Mothers to regain their rights 
h the city but we would 
ather back their endeavours 
md their rights." 

‘ Among challenges facing 
he Muslim nations, the King 
toted,, were backwardness, 
lunger and regression at a 
ime when the Islamic na- 
ions*' wealth was being 
trained and wasted. 

“I would like to propose to 
four conference to work in 
he coming years to put 
ngetber an integrated plan 
hat would deal with the na- 
jon’s most chronic issues 
with the aim of preserving the 
nation's dignity and wealth 
and right,” said the King. 

He said that the nation 
laces the challenge of pro* 
ienting the bright image of 
[slam to the outside world 
"jd removing all elements 
fiat tend to distort Islam 
which faces a brutal 
onslaught from its enemies. 

The King suggested that 
the Muslim countries resort 
■jo spreading Islamic culture 
rod seek to attain sublime 
goal's in line with the 
teachings of the Holy Koran, 
j "As we are advocates of 
Leace, justice and under- 


tanding, we cannot accept 
jiy form of malice and 
latred in all forms that 
ppear in the ugliest manner 
a the massacres committed 
o Bosnia against the Mus- 
hns.” 

"Another challenge is the 
onflict going on in Afghanis- 
an where destruction is 
widespread. We cannot 
iccept this situation to con- 
inue. It is unreasonable to 
ee those Muslims who had 
ought in Afghanistan against 
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foreign domination returning 
lo the Islamic world to wreak 


Tal denies'charges 
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| its legality, like an unfamil- 
iar procedure," Mr. Tal 
said. 

Former President of the 
O'” of Cassation, Abdul 
; Karim Muath concurred. 
“It is nothing but illu- 
sions," be said in response 
to reports that attributed 
his resignation to his dis- 
approval of the govern- 
ment’* interference in judi- 
cial affairs. 

Mr. Muath said that he 
resigned due to “ill-health’' 
and that speculation over 
his resignation was “blown 
out of all proportion by the 
press.” 

But It was the resignation 
of Judge Na’asan that 
caused a greater con- 
troversy. 

The former president of 
the Higher Judicial Council 
was quoted as saying that 
he could not tolerate the 
situation anymore. 

Asked by the Jordan 
Tunes about the reason be- 
hind his resignation only a 
month after he took over 
horn Mr. Muath, the judge 
replied that “all that Shi- 
han published was accu- 
rate, except for my resigna- 
tion’^ .relevance to the 
,Mu. /‘(trial) case.” 

, Su, .tan, the weekly tab- 
IohI, had attributed Judge 
Nassau's resignation ro his 
intolerance of the govern- 
ment's interference in the 
judiciary and quoted him as 
saying that “such a prece- 
dent will not happen in my 
tune.” The judge’s resigna- 
tion, however, was also 
linked to the Mutah case 
whereby the tabloid reports 
that Mr. Na’asan refused 
Mr. Tai’s request to speed 
up the Mutah case which 
was refereed to the Court 
of Cassation which at the 
time was headed by the 

judge. 

Earlier this year, a num- 
ber of Mutah University 
students were found guilty 
by the State Security Court of 
attempted assassination of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
during a planned visit to 
the university; the defen- 
dants, filed for an appeal 
which was automatically re- 
ferred . to the Court of 
Cassation. Nine months 
have passed since the 
• appeal was fried and the 
court has not yet reviewed 
the case. 

1 The delay in the case’s 
twsefjkion prompted pa- 
tents of the accused to cam- 
paign against the govern- 
! pent, particularly Mr. Tal, 
blaming it for the delay. 


The parents* repeated 
appeals to different parties 
(the government, human 
rights organisations. Parlia- 
ment ... ) proved futile in 
speeding up the case 

But both Judge Muath 
and Judge Na'asan 
affirmed that the Mutah 
case was treated like any 
other case and that the 
delay was not an abnormal 
phenomenon especially 
that "there are tens of cases 
lined up before the judici- 
ary for consideration." 

For his part, the minister 
stressed that the govern- 
ment does not interfere in 
the court's schedule saying 
that "the Court of Cassa- 
tion utilises its time the way 
it sees best and performs its 
duty thoroughly by study- 
ing every case efficiently.” 
He added that “nine 
months is not an abnormal 
period for a case of this 
size.” 

Mr. Tal added the Mutah 
case to other reasons be- 
hind the campaign against 
the government and the 
judiciary saying that diffe- 
rent parties were exposed 
by the judiciary and hence 
the reference to their res- 
ignation. 

On the charge that it 
generally takes the judici- 
ary a “painfully long rime 
to bear a case,” forcing 
many jjeople to turn to 
"reconciliation," Mr. Tal 
said that many factors con- 
tribute to this problem. 
Acknowledging the limited 
capacity of die 330-member 
judiciary to work at record- 
breaking speed, Mr. Tal 
said that the Ministry of 
Justice is now working on 
developing the judiciary 
and increasing the number 
of judges. In addition, the 
ministry will seek to im- 
prove the infrastructure of 
the system by employing 
assistants to the judges as 
well as introducing qual- 
ification and training 
courses in several fields of 
the judiciary. 

As far as the mechanical 
nature of the judicial sys- 
tem, which is widely criti- 
cised by those who are 
aware of the flexibility and 
creativity allowed judges in 
the West, Mr. Tal said that 
it requires individual 
efforts on part of the judges 
concerned to broaden their 
horizons and seek indepen- 
dent judgement where ap- 
plicable, but the minister 
referred to financial and 
administrative obstacles 
that prevent members of 
the judiciary from acquir- 
ing interest in "creativity 
and innovation.” 
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ig urges umma to unite 


Creating a new breed of social outcasts 


destruction to their own na- 
tion in the name of Islam,” 
King Hussein added. 

Referring to the killing of 
innocent people in Egypt in 
the name of Islam, the King 
said that such actions cause 
harm to the image of Islam 
and aim at bringing about 
poverty and destruction to 
Egypt. 

“We condemn the killing 
of the imeUectuals and the 
innocent among whom were 
nuns and children in their 
care in Algeria, who have at 
the time been celebrating 
their national day 
anniversary." 

Referring to other ills pla- 
guing the Islamic nation, the 
King mentioned drugs 
“which kill the soul” and the 
smuggling of goods. 

He said the Islamic nation 
ought to put an end to all 
these atrocities with all its 
might. 

In statements to the press 
before his departure, the 
King said that the results of 
the summit were encourag- 
ing. 

“In my belief, there are no 
problems that cannot be re- 
solved and especially, I think, 
those which might be ambi- 
guous to the brethren con- 
cerning the question of Jeru- 
salem," King Hussein said. 

“Jerusalem is not a prob- 
lem and was and will never 
be. We cany out a duty 
which we have towards our 
holy Islamic places, and holy 
{daces in general, until there 
comes a time when there is an 
acceptable solution," he 
added. 

The King noted that Jor- 
dan was not competing with 
the Palestinians over the 
custodianship of the holy 
places, stressing that it will 
support them as it has always 
until they regain their full 
rights on their national soil. 

He said the attendance of 
the summit by a large number 
of Muslim leaders was en- 
couraging and expressed 
optimism over its results. 

“God willing, I wfll be sid- 
ing with my brother His 
Majesty (King Hassan) to 
support him in any en- 
deavour to bring the summit 
to success.” 


By Susan Watts and 
Tom Wilkie 

Simple tests that reveal the 
genetic inheritance a child 
receives from its parents 
could create “the lepers of 
the 21st century” — people 
shunned by society because 
of their DNA. 

Unless proper regulations 
are. introduced to control 
testing for genetic disease, 
the new technologies of DNA 
analysis could do more harm 
than good. Researchers and, 
significantly, the support 
groups for people and fami- 
lies affected by genetic dis- 
ease are increasingly con- 
cerned about the impact of 
uncontrolled genetic screen- 
ing. 

In Decembnner 1993, the 
Nuffield Council of Bioethics 
issued a report urging the 
government to bring in safe- 
guards on genetic screening 
“protect individuals and their 
families against the misuse of 
confidential information, the 
risk of social stigma and the 
possibilities of eugenic 
abuse.” Nothing has been 
done. 

Researchers aree discover- 
ing a new human gene almost 
weekly. The genes arespo risi- 
ble for many of the most 
important inherited diseases 
have been analysed. In 1986, 
two American scientists, 
Tony Monaco and Louis 
Kunkel, identified the gene 
responsible for Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy — the 
first triumph of the modern 
techniques of DNA analysis. 
It was followed three years 
later by the gene for cystic 
fibrosis — the commonest 
single gene defect among 
northern Europeans. In the 
past year, the genes for Hunt- 
ington's disease and a form of 
inherited breast cancer have 
been isolated. 

Once the gene is found, it 
is relatively easy to test peo- 
ple to see if they have the 
gene and run the risk of 
having children who will suf- 
fer from the disease. Often 
researchers or their em- 
ployers have patented their 
discovery, with the aim of 
making money out of market- 
ing tests to the general 
population. 
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A print-out of DNA information. It’s uncontrolled screening worries people affected by genetic disease 


viduals and families affected 
by genetic conditions, these 
advances hold hope for treat- 
ment where none existed be- 
fore, but they want to ensure 
the new knowledge is applied 
to benefit affected people 
and families. 

Mrs. Watkin worries that 
employers and insurance 
companies might require 


population. companies mignt require 

Such tqas could qreate:?‘a .. people, to . undergo genetic 
genetic ui^ndass.— ^. lesring^Sbe deed the case of 
ers of the 21st century,” savs a family whose father had 


Sue Watkin of the Hunting- 
ton's Disease Association. 
Mrs. Watkin was addressing 
a meeting in London last 
week organised by the Gene- 
tic Interest Group (GIG), a 
charity that brings together 
all the support groups for 
people and families affected 
by genetic disease. 

GIG and the support 
groups welcome the advances 
being made in understanding 
inherited disease. To indi- 


died of cancer at the age of 
50, before exhibiting the 
symptoms of progressive de- 
generation of the brain re- 
sulting from the Huntington's 
disease gene he carried. His 
children carried on, unaware 
they had a 50 per cent risk of 
developing the diease, went 
on to higher education and 
fulfilling careers. Would they 
have done so. she asked, had 
they known their risk status 
through a predictive test, say 


one imposed by their father's 
employer? 

People with inherited dis- 
orders are already being dis- 
criminated against, says 
Michael Turner of the Family 
Heart Association. “We have 
an example of someone who 
wanted to join the army. It 
rejected him on medical 
grounds, as did the fire ser- 
vice.” others have to jpaiy high, 
motor’ insurance premiums; 
which Dr. Turner feels is 
particularly unfair because 
people who are diagnosed 
and treated with drugs are 
less of a risk than those who . 
aree unawaree of their condi- 
tion. And 92 per cent of those 
with inherited high levels of 
blood cholesterol have not 
been diagnosed, he says. 

Screening for genetic dis- 
eases can do more harm than 
good, says Bernadette Mod- 
ell of University College Hos- 
pital, London. “It can dam- 


age people’s healthy self- 
image or their image of a 
healty baby." All newborn 
babies have a spot of blood 
taken from their heels and 
blotted on to a card soon 
after birth. Dr. Modell told 
the conference. This 
“Guthrie spot" is analysed 
for the inherited disease PKU 


as part of a comprehensive , pendent that Britain 
and effective genetic- screen- * close to repeating the 
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Bulgarian ex- communists 
prepare for election win 


By Philippa Fletcher 

Renter 

SOFIA — In 1990, as demo- 
cratic change swept Eastern 
Europe, Bulgaria brought the 
world up short by voting its 
former communist party back 
into power. 

Now, after a brief flirt with 
the opposition, it appears to 
be about to do it again. 

As the campaign for Sun- 
day’s parliamentary election 
draws to a dose, opinion 
polls give the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party (BSP), which 
changed its name from com- 
munist in 1990, a dear lead 
over its main rival, the Union 
of Democratic Forces 
(UDF). 

The fiercely anti- 
communist UDF, which 
alleges the polls are manipu- 
lated, is counting on a last- 
minute rally of support to 
help it repeal the victory it 
scored in 1991. 

But it is badly split, while 
the former communists are 
riding, like their counterparts 
in Hungary and Poland be- 
fore them, on a wave of 
disappointment and nostalgia 
with painful economic and 
political change. 

The feeling is espedaDy 
strong among the elderly, 
who dominate Bulgaria’s 
shrinking population and 
have suffered badly from a 
sharp inflationary j ump this 
year when delays in market 
r efo rm began to take their 
toll. 

Bulgarian pensioners 
danced and sang in the streets 
at a rally in a run-down part 
of Sofia on Saturday morning 
while socialist candidates 
handed out bread and wine 
and toasted an election vic- 
tory which has yet to be sea- 
led. 

The leftist appeal is not 
restricted to the elderly. 

“We’re m fashion,” boasts 
a pre-election poster for the 
party’s youth wmg featuring a 


young couple, back to back, 
staring dreamily into the dis- 
tance. 

One young socialist Ivan 
Yankov, whose haircut and 
clothes fit the slogan on the 
poster, says his socialist lean- 
ings are natural in a state 
where the elite was loyal to 
the party. 

“My family and friends are 
in the BSP and so are the 
teachers on my tourism 
course. They are intelligent 
and professional,” he said. 

Most of his fellow-students 
do not share his views, but 
that does not bother him. 
“Most of them will not vote. 
They supported the UDF but 
it lied to them,” he said. 

The socialists have success- 
fully managed to lay the 
blame for the corruption and 
lawlessness which have char- 
acterised Bulgaria’s transi- 
tion at the door of the UDF, 
despite the fact that both 
sides are tarred by allegations 
of corruption. 

Away from Sofia, in a 
largely rural society where 
the benefits of capitalism 
have yet to penetrate, people 
give other reasons for voting 
socialist. 

In the western town of 
Tran near the Serbian bor- 
der, where United Nations 
sanctions have blocked trade, 
locals say the former com- 
munists have the support of 
young and old because of 
their pledge to halve unem- 
ployment. 

“The only thing that keeps 
us going at the moment is 
petrol smuggling,” says one 
man, part of the wave of 
petty sanctions-busters who 
punch new holes in the 
embargo each day. 

The socialists say they will 
seek to boost ties with Serbia, 
step up pressure on the West 
to lift sanctions and push for 
compensation for billions of 
dollar lost trade. 

They have also made the 
most of a longing for the 


strict law and order of com- 
munist Bulgaria and popular 
support for the Orthodox 
Church despite the fact that it 
was sidelined and muffled by 
the old regime. 

Leading socialist Nora 
Ananieva told a recent news 
conference the chnrch, 
schools and media should be 
roped in to bring back the 
moral values which had been 
lost amid waves of crime and 
consumerism. 

By stressing their links with 
Moscow, the socialists have 
appealed to widespread re- 
spect for Russia which dates 
back long before the Red 
Army laid the groundwork 
for communism to replace 
the Bulgarian monarchy at 
file end of World War Q. 

One of the few surviving 
statues to a Russian tsar 
stands in front of the parlia- 
ment building in Sofia, hon- 
ouring Alexander II for liber- 
ating Bulgaria from 500 years 
of Ottoman rale. 

But the socialists have built 
up huge expectations at a 
time when western econom- 
ists believe Bulgaria must 
bite the bullet of tough re- 
form or face economic -disas- 
ter. 

For die past two years, the 
party has given its parliamen- 
tary backing to a non-party 
government while at the 
same time calling for it to 
ease up on its sluggish market 
reform programme. 

Pressure from the party’s 
grass-roots to take responsi- 
bility was part of the reason 
socialist deputies encouraged 
the government to step down 
in September to make way 
for the election. 

At Saturday's rally, Zhan 
Videoov, the youthful leader 
of the Socialist Party who is 
vying for the premiership, 
had some awkward questions 
from his supporters. “When 
we win, will there be social- 
ism?” demanded a man who 
gave his name as Staoilov. 


tng programme. • 

•But in Sweden^ Dr. Modell 
says, researchers used the 
Guthrie spots as part of a 
screening programme for 
alpha-1 anti-trypism deficien- 
cy, which carries with it a 
susceptibility to lung disease. 
This is not strictly a genetic 
disease, but children who 
have inherited the genes are 
very vulnerable to environ- 
mental pollutnats. In the 
Swedish programme, the pa- 
rents of such children were 
told to stop smoking. 

Then a follow-up study 
showed the parents were 
smoking more. They were 
angry because they had not 
been consulted, nor their per- 
mission sought, for the tests. 
They had not been properly 
informed or counselled about 
the significance of the condi- 
tion. The parents were left. 


Dr. Model! says, “with unre- 
solved anxieties.” They had 
been told that their children 
had an invisible risk of some- 
thing later in life for which 
were was no definitive treasr- 
ment." The failure of the 
programme "is a warning to 
us," she says. 

Sources have told the Inde- 
pendent that Britain came 
close to repeating the Swed- 
ish mistakes. Pathologists in. 
one NHS hospital were so' 
entranced by the power of 
new techniques for amplify- 
ing and analysing tiny sam- 
ples of DNA that they prop- 
osed to search through 
Guthrie spots in their hospit- 
al records to identify children 
who carried the gene for cys- 
tic fibrosis. A child who in- 
herits two copies of the dam- 
aged gene — one each from 
their mother and their father 
— will suffer from the dis- 
ease. But diagnosing cystic 
fibrosis does not need DNA 
analysis. People who inherit 
one copy of the gene, rather 
than two, are perfectly heal- 
thy and do not have any ill 
effects. Problems arise only if 
they should meet and marry 
another symptomless carrier, 
in which case they have a one 
in four chance of conceiving a 


child who inherits both dam- 
aged copies. 

At the last moment, the 
pathologists were dissuaded 
from earning out the tests. 
One geneticist remarked: "It 
had not occurred to them 
what they were going to tell 
the infants." Nor had they 
thought through why the chil- 
dren should be tested or what 
rhier parents would do with 
the information. 

Alastair Kent, the director 
of the Genetic Interest 
Group, welcomes the Select 
Committee's investigation. 
“There is a need for an 
appropriate and effective reg- 
ulatory regime.” But, he 
stresses it must be open and 
transprent. He contrats the 
secrecy of the British Gene 
Therapy Advisory- Commit- 
tee with the openness of the 
Recombinant DNA Advisory 
Committee, which holds pub- 
lic hearings, and publishes its 
agenda and decisions. 

Mr. Kent feels organisa- 
tions offering genetic testing, 
or companies stipulating that 
someone should undergo a 
genetic test, must pay for 
proper counselling, support 
and follow-up. 

The Independent. 
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Israelis hope to attract South Korean business 


Rabin calls in Japanese to be economic partners 


TOKYO (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Wednesday called on Japan 
to step up its trade relations 
with the Jewish stare and 
become a closer economic- 
partner. 

“We want and we recom- 
mend a change of attitude on 
the part of the government of 
Japan and the business com- 
munity of Japan.” Mr. Rabin 
said at a luncheon meeting 
with Japanese business 
leaders. 

“Look at us as a partner in 
business. We ask for nothing 
more than that.” Mr. Rabin 
said. “European and 
Japanese companies should 
no longer fear the Arab 
boycott.” 

Japan is sensitive to rela- 
tions with Arab countries as 
it depends on the Arab 
World for 70 per cent of its 
oil supplies. 

Economic dat3 show that 
trade relations berween Israel 


and the Far East, in particu- 
lar Japan, are becoming 
closer. 

Exports to Japan rose 18 
per cent in the first nine 
months of 1994 to S681 mil- 
lion. according to the Israel- 
Japan Chamber of Com- 
merce. Imports fell 14 per 
cent to S690 million, mainly 
because of the yen’s appre- 
ciation. 

In 1994. Asia was Israel's 
fastest growing market, with 
exports' jumping 33 per cent 
in the first nine months, 
according to the Japanese fi- 
nance ministry. Asia 
accounts for 12.4 per cent of 
Israel's exports, up from 8.1 
per cent in 1992. 

Tokyo has pledged a total 
of S200 million towards the 
start-up costs of Palestinian 
self-rule, of which roughly 
half has already been pro- 
vided. 

While expressing his 
thanks for the financial sup- 
port for the peace process. 


Mr. Rabin said: "We believe 
that Japan, as one of the 
giants of the world economy, 
should be involved even 
deeper than that.” 

The Japanese business 
community seems to agree 
that there is room to improve 
economic ties between the 
two countries. 

Shoichiro Toyoda. chair- 
man of the Japan Federation 
of Economic Organisations, 
said at the luncheon meeting: 
“In the economic arena, 
trade between Japan and 
Israel is steadily increasing.” 

“Unfortunately, however. 
Japanese direct investment in 
Israel and other Middle East- 
ern nations is currently not all 
that active.' 1 Mr. Toyoda 
said. 

But with an eye to future 
business relations between 
Japan and the Jewish state, 
the federation sent a mission 
to Israel in April. 1993. This 
October, the Japan Associa- 
tion of Corporate Executives 


also sent a study mission to 
Israel. 

En route to Seed. Israeli 
- business leaders said thev 
would urge their South Ko- 
rean counterparts to set up 
Middle East headquarters in 
Israel. 

Danny Gillerman. bead of 
Israel's Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce, told 
Israel radio by telephone that 
he and others on Mr. Rabin's 
mission hoped to persuade 
South Koreans to seize on the 
opportunities created by 
Middle East peace moves.' 

•■Primarily we would like 
to rransir or to convey to oar 
partners both in Japan and in 
Korea the excitement, the 
bullishness, which we as 
Israeli business leaders and 
Israeli businessmen feel as far 
as what the opportunities are 
in Israel in the wake of the 
peace process/’ Mr. Gfiler- 
man said. 

“We would like to have 


them come to Israel, explore 
the possibilities, set up opera- 
tions in Israel and make 
Israel their regional base for 
their Middle Eastern and re- 
gional activities and we be- 
lieve this is a very real possi- 
bility.” he said. 

Asked about his delega- 
tion's goals in South Korea. 
Mr. Gillerman said: “We will 
be looking into signing agree- 
ments both with our econo- 
mic organisations, with our 
chambers of commerce ex- 
changing database, encourag- 
ing more trade delegations 
between the two countries.” 

Israel hopes to deepen eco- 
nomic ties as the remnants of 
the Arab boycott fail. The 
Gulf war marked a turning 
point as Middle East peace- 
making moved toward. Now 
the Arab League has lifted its 
secondary embargo on cook 
panics doing business with 
Israel. 

A decade ago, Subaru was 


the only Japanese car maker 
willing to sell can to Israel. 
Today. Japanese and Korean 
cars are grabbing market 
share from European and 
U.S, models. 

Exports to South Korea 
totalled S137 million in 1993, 
equal to the amount of im- 
ports, said Marie-France Yit- 
zhaki. deputy director of the 
Asia division at Israel's in- 
dustry and trade ministry. 

“The state of economic re- 
lations with South Korea has 
increased quite dramatically 
over the last few years.” Mr. 
Gillerman said. 

“Most of the major South 
Korean companies are now 
active in Israel, companies 
like Samsung. Lucky Gold- 
star, Daemoo. Daihatsu. Kia 
and others, and Hyundai, 
which is a giant South Korean 
company, and we feel that 
there is a lot of interest in 
South Korea in entering into 
Israel.” he added. 


Iran unveils 95/96 budget, sees 
$14. 3b income from oil exports 


TEHRAN (R) — The Ira- 
nian government Tuesday 
unveiled its draft budget for 
1995/96, more than a third 
bigger than the current year’s 
and based on sharply higher 
oil revenue from lower crude 
exports. 

President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani presented to par- 
liament the nominally ba- 
lanced 95.3 trillion rival 
fS54.5 billion at the official 
exchange rate) budget for the 
Iranian vear starring March 
21. 

The budget ceiling is 36.5 
per cent bigger than the cur- 
rent year's approved level, 
maintaining an upward trend 
linked by economists to 
double-digit inflation of the 
recent years. 

In his speech to parlia- 
ment. Mr. Rafsanjani casti- 
gated his critics for accusing 
the government of mishand- 
ling the economy, saying they 
magnified deep-rooted eco- 
nomic problems. 

"Creating new capacities 
and continuing construction 
of the country emails suffer- 
ing hardships at present. All 
those interested in the coun- 
try’s future should cooper- 
ate... otherwise the opportun- 
ity available for building up 
the country will slip away like 
so many chances before.” he 
said. 

The draft maintains the 
general shape of the budget 
in recent years: Oil exports 
form the bulk of state in- 
come. current expenditures 
outstrip capital outlays and 
some 60 per cent of the total budget 
goes to state industries and 
banks widely seen as ineffi- 
cient enterprises which bur- 
den the public pursue. 

One difference is that it 



Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 

envisages reducing Iran’s 
foreign commitments as re- 
quired by parliament, while 
the budgets of the past few 
years included foreign bor- 
rowing. 

“As you^wanted, we have 
put the rival equivalent of 
SI. 6 billion in the expendi- 
tures to reduce our foreign 
commitments.” Mr. Rafsan- 
jani told the deputies. 

Parliamentary speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri esti- 
mated last month that Iran's 
foreign commitments — debt 
and import contracts signed 
but yet to be carried out — 
would reach S33 billion by 
March. 

The draft for government 
revenue, excluding the 
budget for state industries 
and banks, is set at 41.2 
trillion riyals ($23.5 billion), 
with oil exports contributing 
61 per cent, taxes 19.1 per 
cent and other sources 19.9 
per cent, Mr. Rafsanjani 
said. 

That works out to an oil 


revenue of $14.3 billion. 

The current year's budget, 
drawn up at a time of de- 
pressed oil prices, envisaged 
$10.15 billion of oil revenue. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aghazadeh has said Iran’s oil 
income was running 20 per 
cent above target in the first 
half of the year and hoped it 
would maintain the peace in 
teb second half. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said Iran's 
oil production capacity had 
reached 4.2 million barrels 
per day (b/d) in the current 
year and would stay at that 
level through March 1996. 

He said Iran exported 
2,343.000 b/d of crude in the 
first half of the current Ira- 
nian year and the figure was 
expected to drop to 2.235.000 
b/d next year. 

The fall in exports is due to 
rising domestic consumption 
while Iran’s production is 
cgnsttaisedjby its 3.6 million 
b/d quota set by the Orga^ 
nisarion of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
through the end of 1995. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said keep- 
ing a balanced budget was an 
overriding goal of the draft 
which also aimed at decentra- 
lisation, promoting social jus- 
tice, supporting domestic 
production, boosting agricul- 
ture and curbing inflation in 
the long term. _ 

He complained that 
domestic fuel consumption 
continued to rise, going up by 
an estimated 6.2 per cent to 
167 million litres (44 million 
gallons) per day this year. 

He said a parliamentary 
decision to double fuel prices 
from March 21 was “a good 
beginning but not enough” to 
curb the rise. 
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By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rigtoer Foundation 



will get on track. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Persevere at tasks ahead of you and 
don’t permit some outside matter or person to take you away from it 
or there could be considerable delays. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make that appointment early for 
some entertainment which is appealing, but later you may find it is 
too costly so make different pans. 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June 21) Be sensible in handling home affairs 
and plan to do work later, if there is a complaint. You have to show 
more devotion for your loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get busy at communica- 
tions early since later something crops up which has to be handled 
quickly. Take care of errands. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Financial matters should come first 
today. Latex be more careful not to over-spend where personal 
pleasures are concerned. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You are anxious to gain your £ 
own aims, but don’t neglect matters at home. Make your Ufe more as 
you want it to be so you can have peace of mind 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get rOu5ne tasks completed 
and look to a good friend for any financial jawtance you may need. 
Take no risks while driving on the highway. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Go after personal aims, 
but if some important financial affair comes up, be sure to handle it 
wcR. Enjoy the company of an old friend. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Study new 
interests, and don't let a complaining person bother you. Your 
intuitions is quite good today for reaching solutions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You can spaed up plans 
for that trip you want to take, even though a friend interferes with 
some activity. Be very social tonight. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Talk your affairs ewer with 
those who arc practical. Later be with your mate and have more 
happiness together during the evening. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Long talks with partners can 
Cterify the picture. Handle a worldly matter later in the day . Be after 
to what is happening around yon. 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Canon Rtghtar Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Find some way of gaining more sdf 
control and then make the changes you deem wise as you pl an sn ip 
that will resolve a problem. Don't give anyone cause for critic i sm 
that involves a community project, i 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Thq b a good day 10 keep busy at 
whatever tasks are ahead of you and get much accomplished, no 
matter where you find yourself today. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Improve your appearance whether 
at home or in professional hands. Set up appointments for 
entertainment with good friends during the weekend, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Give more attention to home matters 
and plan to do some interesting entertaining of die right people 
during the daytime bouts. ! , 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) This is a fine day for 
shopping and running errands which your mate requested. Later you 
can visit with good friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Handle financial affairs well and then 
set up a more workable budget Avoid anyone who likes to waste 
,£our valuable time on trivial matters. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a good day to get your 
health and appearance improved and become more dynamic in your 
actions. During spare hours, visit good friends. 

L IBR A: (September 23 to October 22) You have many small duties 
to perform and should get hi them early. Come to a better 
understanding with your closest tie. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Study your relationship 
with friends and how to improve them, and plan how to return so cial 
favours provided to you at this time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Analyse how well 
you have bandied career duties and deddc how to accomplish more 
success and prosperity in the future. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Study into more 
modern methods of operation and plan how to get them into 
production so that you ran get ahead faster and be successful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can do much now to 
improve the situation with your mate and be happier in the days 
ahead and for romantic harmony to develop. 

WSCES: (February 20 to March 20) Study into business and civic 
affaire dunng the daytrme and see how they ran be of greater help to 
you for the future. ^ 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 
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House 
panel to 
recommend 
pay rise 

irir The rapporteur of the 
Lower House’s Financial 
Committee said that the 
panel has, in principle, de- 
aded on some recommenda- 
■ riod cii dons' to be presented to the 
. w House concerning the 1995 

,me «^ budget. He revealed that the 
d ' c f °sho%j main proposal was to give 

. <vi n„« „ civil servants an unspecified 

vvatab* "huh pay rise. Other recommenda- 

11 >* tbML. jj 0I1 s. include extending 
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crc P"vj y asking schoolchildren to pay 
fpirmticf 22\ \ ,, u arc ^ more money for different 

\tmKimai!«iia f causes and providing more 

' *«p have jk-.vc ,it „i l ,V l j U,Me ®^:*i’J^i || g for the agricultural 
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transaction rei 
raise the capit 
by 25 per cent and transfer it 
to a commercial bank (Al 
Aswaq). 

'fr* The Cabinet has recently 
approved that the supervision 
work for improving Khirbet 
Al Saxnra project be awarded 

• to the American company 
i (C.Q.M.) for approximately 
\ JD 1 ,raiUion (Al Aswaq). . 

,r • . * 

: ☆☆ Rirmer minister and eco- 
. oomist Bassam Al Sakat said 
in a lecture at the Jordanian 

• Writers. Union, that 20 per 
sent of the Kingdom’s 
popCati on l ive under the 
poverty line, with an income 
not exceeding S370 a year (Al 
Aswaq). 

** Ten transport companies 
announced their intention to 
form -a company for tourist 
transport. They called on all 
owners of bus companies in- 
terested in joining them to 
attended a meeting at 
Arabella offices in Amman 
on Saturday afternoon (A) 

Ra’i), . 


frt5r The Greater Amman 
.. . n.- Municipality (GAM) decided 
to ease its terms for licensing 
. ir: .. iks ■ jAarmaries by shortening the 

"” r; ..ji’rn & • required distrance between 
\j.vfjss! : • two pharmacies to 120 metres 
. ... Kft-mo ! *nstead of 250 metres (Sawt 

A I Al i v 


•>: cm; Al Shaab). 
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open 

GATT will be held Thursday 
at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry between a team 
from the WoTld Bank and 
Jordanian industrialists. 

I ** - /*. 1995 budget for Al 
i Maf.- ^ Govemorate totals 
i JD 17 million, JD 16.5 mil- 

• ■ ft»4of which is for recurrent 
»: Voiding (Al Ra’i). 

| frfr The Jordanian Women 
. ; Federation will hold a round- 
i , fable discussion on “readings 
■ ■ m the 1995 budget" Saturday 
j >t 5 p.m. at the federation’s 

I I garters in Jabal Al Hussein. 

I ; Some Lower House members 

I I and specialists will be attend- 
| ■ *ng (Al Dustour). 

| A team from the Malay- 
. . *jan Civil Aviation Authority 
, : « expected to visit the King- 
! “Offi in two weeks’ time to 
i - ®ake the necessary arrange- 
i .aients for opening a direct 
j > ‘toe between Kuala Lumpur 
4 tod Amman. Heavy traffic is 
: j foreseen for the route be- 
j jtoeen the two capitals in 
! ^ * 995 , especially from 
1 tosinessmen. tourists and pH- 
j {rims travelling to Saudi Ara- 
1 »a or the holy sites in Jeru- 
-alem (Sawt Al Shaab). 

. ^ The governor of the Cen- 
i W Bank is expected to hold a 
■ toess conference during the 
! ®ming few days. He will 
* kportedly speak on monet- 
, *y ar'^finandal issues, the 
i honeiary relationship with 
i « Palestinian authority and 
i srael and the banking system 
. n Jordan (Al Dustour). 


Jordanian authorities seize 
Shahin’s business, personal assets 


AMMAN (R) — The assets 
of the family-run Shahin 
Business and Investment 
Group have been ordered 
seized, a statement distri- 
buted by the Amrfian stock 
market said. 

The value of the assets, 
seized after weeks of rumours 
that the group with wide- 
ranging business interests was 
deeply in debt, was not dis- 
closed. Traders and bankers 
believed debts could exceed 
40 million Jordanian dinars 
($60 million). 

Reuters obtained a copy of 
the Amman Financial Market 
statement, dated Nov. 23 and 
circulated to brokers and 
listed companies to prevent 
any sale of shares affected by 
the court-ordered seizure. 

Spokesman for Shahin and 
the company lawyer were not 
available for comment. 

The company has some 
1,200 employees, including 
□early 1.000 farm labourers. 


It has interests in food im- 
ports and exports, medical 
equipment, vegetable oil pro- 
duction, clothing shops and a 
projected aluminium can 
manufacturing plant. 

The Amman Financial 
Market said a court order of 
Nov. 16 had ordered the sei- 
zure of shares and assets held 
by the Shahin Business and 
Investment Group and three 
related companies, plus 
assets of five members of the 
family. 

“Please take note of and 
adhere to the contents of the 
above mentioned letter and 
do not carry out any transac- 
tions or deals on any of the 
shares belonging to the 
above," the statement said. 

The extra three Shahin 
companies noted in the court 
order were the Green Valley 
Company for Manufacturing 
Vegetable Oil Ltd., the 
Green Valley Company for 
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Tokyo 

Clo-ic 

'**'14/12/ 94 

liiMini lii i iM f iiir r ii || iii i 111 1 

1.5600 

1.562S** 

Deolscfae Mark 

7.57C9 

1.5720 

Swiss Franc 

1.3303 

1.3272 •* 

French Franc 

5.41S0 

5.4140** 

Japanese Yen 

100.29 

100.30 

European Cnrreny Unit 

1.2115 

1.2126** 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UJS. Dollar 

5.S7 

6.1i 

6.68 

7.25 

Stating Pound 

6.06 

6.2 5 

*.75 

mm 

Deutsche Mark 

EHB 

5.37 

5.37 

5.75 

Swiss Franc 

3.61 

4. rt<5 

4.25 

4.56 

French Franc 

5.56 

5.93 

6.25 

6.75 

Japanese Yen 

2. IS 

2. IS 

2.31 

2.50 

European Currency Unit 

6.00 

6. IS 

6.43 

7.00 


Irrirrtunl. Md Mi, lor i 


Pradoos Metals 


■I, rvirriMnc I -S. Palbr, Ijmi.OMof eqwnkni 


Data; 74/ 72/ 7994 


Metal 

USD/Ox 


Metal 
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Gold 

371. 15 


Silver 
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Currtncj' 

Bid 

Offtr 

US. Dollar 

0.7020 

0.7040 

Stating Pound 

1.0943 

■mu 

Deutsche Mark 


0.4482 

Swiss Franc 

0.5273 

0.5299 

French Franc 

0.1295 

0.1301 

Japanese Yen' 

0.6988 

0.7023 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3984 

0.4004 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira' 

0.0428 

0.0430 

Belgian Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8460 

1.S620 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.041235 

0.042580 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1860 

0.1879 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3030 

2.3600 

Qatar! Riyal 

0.1916 

0.7929 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1 

SlwB 

UAE Dirham 

0.1905 

0. 1915 

Greek Drachma^ 

0. 2i60 

0.3190 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4010 

1.5385 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R)' — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsesnon on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3878/88 
1.5716/26 
1.7598/08 
1.3286/96 
32.33/37 
5.4170/20 
1637.6/8.6 
100.35/45 
7.5600/00 
6.8660/10 
6.1635/85 
$1 .5618/28 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $378.50/379.00 
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Trade and Supplies and the 
Arab International Company 
for Vegetable Oil. 


Female executives’ pay in U.S. is down 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
best-paid female executives 
took a salary dive last year and 
continue to lag well behind 


the pay of their male coonler- 
parts, according to a survey 
released Tuesday. 

The survey by Working 
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CCftPANY 1 E NAME 

NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

TRADED 

VOLUME 

JD 

PREV. 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

ARAB BANK 

8BO 

162,800 

185.000 

IBS 

000 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

4,794 

21,474 

.4.500 

4 

480 

BANK OF JORDAN 

385 

1,500 

3.980 

3 

900 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

1,000 

1,623 

1. 580 

1 

630 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

237 

703 

2.980 

2 

980 

JORDAN KUWAIT HANK 

6,568 

19,764 

3.01U 

3 

010 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

8,000 

13,404 

l.GBO 

1 

680 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

4,966 

18,374 

3.690 

3 

700 

BUSINESS BANK 

2,500 

9,250 

3.730 

3 

700 

JORDAN INVESTMENT G FINANCE BANK 

66 

322 

4.880 

4 

900 

BEIT ELHAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR MOUSING 

3,900 

12,547 

3.300 

3 

22D 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

12,450 

19,018 

1.540 

1 

520 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

600 

2,310 

3.830 

3 

850 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

10,593 

18,064 

1.710 

1 

700 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

750 

2,550 

3.400 

3 

400 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

1,100 

2,781 

2.530 

2 

520 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

4,798 

7,480 

1.570 

1 

560 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

8,750 

13,300 

1.520 

1 

520 

JORDAN HIMBH MINERAL 

150 

257 

1.630 

1 

710 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

1,050 

3,387 

3.250 

3 

230 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

2,314 

5,698 

2.480 

2 

460 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

1.245 

1,741 

1.380 

1 

400 

JORDAN GULF SEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

4,100 

S,249 

1.280 

1 

290 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

100 

107 

1.070 

1 

070 

MACHXHAKX EQUIP. RENTING fi MAINTENANCE 

13,350 

10,809 

0.810 

0 

800 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA' I 

550 

6,270 

11.250 

11 

400 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS 

18,100 

45,374 

2.500 

2 

510 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT G EDUCATION 

5,100 

16,932 

3.350 

3 

320 

JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 

4,600 

6,256 

1.360 

1 

360 

JORDAN TOBACCO & CIGARETTES 

292 

5,986 

20.600 

20 

.500 

ATTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

300 

384 

1.270 

1 

.280 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

21,250 

61,782 

2.900 

2 

.920 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

11,480 

30,996 

2.740 

2 

.700 

THE ARAB POTASH/NEW 

1,510 

8,288 

5.600 

5 

.450 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF INARY 

552 

5,101 

9.240 

9 

.240 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRTrnr.TURAL 

2,670 

13,009 

4.900 

4 

.860 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

8,308 

47,442 

5.750 

5 

.700 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

1,200 

3,429 

2.860 

2 

.860 

JORDAN PAPER & CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

328 

1,375 

4.180 

4 

.200 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

4,200 

11,445 

2.740 

2 

.720 

DAR AL DAKA DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 

3,550 

61,668 

17.450 

17 

.400 

ARAB INVESTMENT 6 INBHKATIONAL TRADE 

1,500 

1,530 

1.030 

1 

.020 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

100 

710 

7.150 

7 

.100 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

53,385 

50,882 

0.930 

0 

.960 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

7,100 

9,958 

1.410 

1 

.400 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CKEKICAL INDUSTRIES 

1,700 

4,931 

2.900 

2 

.920 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

20,800 

33,047 

1.590 

1 

.580 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

3,450 

15,905 

4.850 

4 

.610 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH/ JIMCO 

78,450 

68,058 

0.870 

0 

.870 

NATIONAL CABLE & WIRE MANUFACTURING 

1, B75 

10,288 

5.550 

5 

.450 

JORDAN SULPHO- CHEMICALS 

4,950 

10,135 

2.060 

2 

.040 

■ARAB CENTER FOR PHAHH. £ CHEMICALS 

2,000 

5,600 

2.820 

2 

.800 

KAWTUSK INVESTMENT 

2,800 

5,040 

1.800 

1 

.800 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

4,250 

18,145 

4.250 

4 

.280 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

2,483 

6,668 

2.730 

2 

.680 

GRAND TOTAL 

363,818 

922,834 


«£ 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET : 

TRADED VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET : JD 

150164 

189514 

L 

K 



Women magazine said Rena 
Rowan, vice president of 
Jones Apparel and the high- 
est paid woman in corporate 
America, saw her earnings 
fall to $4.03 million in 1993 — 
$2.7 million less than in 1992. 

And her pay was 50 times 
less than that of the highest 
earning male executive in 
America — Walt Disney Co. 
Chairman Michael Eisner, 
who took home $203 million 
in 1993. the magazine said. 

Sherry Lansing, chair- 
woman of Paramount’s Mo- 
tion Picture Group, came in 
second at $3 million a year. 

Further, 1992’s top female 
earner in the survey, Turi 
Josef son, executive vice pres- 
ident of U.S. Surgical Corp., 
dropped to 15th place. Her 
compensation fell a stunning 
3,000 per cent, to $852,061 
from $26 million the year 
before. 

editor Diane Harris 


said Ms. Josefson had topped - 
the list for the previous two l 
years by taking advantage of* 
stock options. In 1993 the 
stock tumbled, as did her 
compensation 

Professional and manage- 
rial women on the whole 
fared better than others, with 
some female nurses and uni- 
versity administrators actual- 
ly out earning their male col- 
leagues. the magazine said. 

Ms. Harris said the drops ] 
in women executives’ cora-^ 
pensation generally could be.' 
attributed to changes in tax; 
laws that encourage them to ' 
exercise stock options in 1992, 
and to a downturn in the 
stocks in 1993. 

One bright spot for the top'- 
20 women executives was 1 
that their straight salaries 1 
rose nine per cent — double 
the average raise U.S. em-! 
ployees received last year. , 
* 


China breaks ground on 
huge three gorges dam 


BEIJING (R) — Premier Li 
Peng broke the ground 
Wednesday for the three 
gorges dam and appealed to 
foreigners to transfer tech- 
nology for China's largest 
and most ambitious engineer- 
ing project since the Great 
Wall. 

The ground-breaking cere- 
mony for the 185 metre (607 
foot) high dam that will cut 
across the Yangtze river and 
aims to generate 18.2 million 
kilowatts of electricity on 
completion in 2009 follows a 
40-year feasibility study and 
two years of preparatory 
work. 

The success of the dam, the 
world's biggest water control 
project, will involve the re- 
location of more than one 
million people from 
thousands of farms, factories 
and towns who must move to 
make way for a huge inland 
lake created in teh Yangtze 
valley by the dam, Mr. Li 
said. 

Speaking as he broke the 


ground at Sandouping, Mr. 
Lie said the world's largest 
hydropower station would - 
supply electricity sufficiently to ' 
meet the needs of much of 
central and eastern China, 
further fuelling an economic 
boom in the region. 

Total cost is estimated at 
90 billion yuan ($10.5 billion) 
— not including interest pay- 
ments and price increase that 
could boost the final bill to 
more than 100 billion yuan 
($12 billion). 

Total investment will 
amount to 1.75 per cent of 
gross national product (GNP) 
and to 4.29 per cent of total 
investment in state infrastruc- 
ture during the 17-year con- 
struction period. 

Mr. Li said the dam 
offered unprecedented busi- 
ness opportunities for foriegn 
investors — China's most 
overt effort so far to attract 
outside investment in what 
has been jealously guarded as 
a domestic project since it 
was first mooted in 1919. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vites 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many ratings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TaL 810605/810809 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


J A SECURE 

Bflaxotel 

Iswiflytil 





FhtOTEL 
^SECURITY 
^ HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


4 fc— BjJUJk Jiut 
* ■»!, ..t« 

gr*** iMJ 

863944 - 816690 


&6een4, 

Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


Ji i e»G30 

At 'Tun no 



ADOVHEXE 

IdEHOS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuosday cfosad 

MNjgWLDng 



A Menu of DeBdoua Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
MMdb East Hotel - Shmeteari 




Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
^rHambm 

- n* 



CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk| 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MonogoUan Barhequeforj 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel.: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12tiQ - 330 pm.\ 
6 m 36 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



cpi 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyah . Girls Schoo/s 

Take away is available 

Open duly 12:00-3-30 pjn. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 
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SKBHWAN GARDENS 
EH1NESE RESTAURANT 


| OFtairJO-ZXlt&X-IMqk | 

Tike away hi available 

StmtAMnbStmf 
Un UhMi CkmnwcM Cortfra 

TeL: 881174 
tJOncc luted Akuetfs 
o ? - gagEri 


(■H3/ 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar ■ American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
Tel.: 861838 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gefc- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% larger 

Free eafarff** 

20 x 30 cm 


Shmesani • Opp. GrindUys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 



Jabal Al Webilab/J’i' 1.637 101 /63J 


863944 r 


vis.a.vis 

" DANCE PUS " 


FOR PARTIES & 

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Opan Daily 
Disco Thursday* 

Burgers +Pbaeam Dmffy , 


ft’s fun 

Music & Lie] l its 


For Your Stay in Amman 

" Quality Furnished Flats 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rales For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 




FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman . 


■or further cctdi's please call 


REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 

Fi 


mAM&sK? 


fiZestt rt 



Td :682505 r 691146 /Bl 116 
Fax: 699080 , WasBAl-TeiSt 
Abu Hath commercial canter 
Second floor 
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Kingdom’s basketball season concludes 
today with Ahli- Orthodoxi clash 

Hussein, Homentmen drop to 2nd division 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom's basketball season 
finally comes to an end 
Thursday evening when the 
top two teams — A1 Ahli 
and AI Orthodoxi — clash 
in the final match of the 
First Division Cham- 
pionship. 

Al Ahli had won the first 
round encounter 79-70, and 
need to repeat their win to 
retain their title. Al Ortho- 
doxi may however prolong 
the competition if they win 
their upcoming match to 
force a title-deciding best- 
of-three-round. 

The top two teams have 
been contesting the final 
for as long as fans can 
remember. Last year Al 
Ahli beat Al Orthodoxi 75- 
69 and 70-60 to clinch the 
title. 

Al Orthodoxi bad a vir- 



Marwan Matouq 


France' 

. • a ,• 

rediscover 
scoring habit 

TRABZON (R) — France 
revered the scoring habit 
when they beat Azerbaijan 
2-0 Tuesday in a European 
Championship Group One 
qualifier. 

Jean-Pi erre Papin’s goal in 
the 24th minute ended a goal- 
less spell which had lasted 
almost 300 minutes. Patrice 
Loko added a second in foe 
55th minute to underline 
France’s return to the goal 
standard. 

The badly needed victory, 
in a match played on neutral 
ground because of security 
problems in Azerbaijan, 
boosted French hopes of 
reaching the 1996 finals after 
a disappointing start of three 
0-0 draws in their previous 
qualifiers. 


tually undisputed reign 
throughout the eighties be- 
fore losing the crown to AI 
Ahli in 1990. 

Al Ahli won the title 
a gain in 1992 and 1993 and 
are this year aiming for 
their third consecutive 
crown. 

Al Orthodoxi last won 
the title in 1991. They are 
represented by their youn- 
ger lineup of players whom 
most thought would be an 
easy prey for the titlehol- 
der. However, Al Ortho- 
doxi have had a consistent 
form throughout the com- 
petition anaif they capital- 
ise over the absence of Nas- 
er Bushnaq from Al Ahli’s 
lineup they might well up- 
set their opponent's plans 
of celebrations Thursday. 

* Al Orthodoxi are led by 
Hilal Barakat, who will 
team up with Jihad Saliba, 
Muntaser Abultayyeb and 
a younger lineup including 
Jan Sahlieh and Ziyad 
Nabulsi. Their head coach 
is former star Murad Bara- 
kat who retired last year 
after leading his team in an 
undisputed reign on the 
country’s basketball scene 
from 1976-1989. 

AI Ahli’s Ukrainian 
coach Alexander Sasha has 
an abundant number of 
players on the team. 
However their well-known 
stars like Samir Murqus, 
Marwan Ma’touq and 
Yousef Zaghloul have not 
demonstrated their usual 
form, while Bushnaq has 
missed the team's latest 
matches and seems to have 
disagreements with the 
club's board. 



Former champions Al Orthodoxi — Will they be able to force a deciding round 


Relegation battle unclear 

Meanwhile m the battle at 
the other end of the stand- 
ings, Al Hussein dropped to 
the second division for the 
first time since 1971 after 
their 68-49 defeat to Al Jalil 
in Irbid Wednesday. 

Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion officials had different i - 
terpretations of this year's 
regulations as opinions dif- 
fered over whether AI Hus- 
sein who lost to Al Waiani 
Monday were now relegated 
or if they should have a de- 
ciding match to determine 
who would accompany Ho* 
mentmec to the second divi- 
sion. 

Al Hussein and Ai Watani 
both beat Homentmen. 
However Al Hussein won 
their first round encounter in 


Irbid 79-76, while Al Watani 
won the won second round 
match 84-68. 

One interpretation main- 
tained that Al Watani had to 
defeat Al Hussein with over 
three points to avoid relega- 
tion — which they did. While 
the other pointed out that 
both teams were tied and had 
the same results warranting a 
deriding match just like the 
battle for the championship's 


crown. 

If Al Hussein are consi- 
dered relegated Al Watani 
will have finished last and 
maintained fifth place in the 
division. 

Al Jazireh retained third 
place for a third consecutive 
year after defeating former 
third place holders AI Jalil 
73-69 and 71-55. Al Jalil thus 
finished fourth. 


STANDINGS 

P W L SF SA Pta. 


Ahfi 

11 

11 

— 

1156 

605 

22 

Orthodoxi 

11 

10 

1 

1075 

641 

21 

Jazireh 

12 

8 

4 

928 

813 

20 

Jain 

12 

6 

6 

707 

815 

18 

Watani 

12 

3 

9 

815 

1083 

15 

Hussein 

12 

3 

9 

759 

1045 

15 

Hoffleotmcn 

12 

— 

12 

508 

1020 

10 



French Jean-Pienre Papin (centre) scores the first goal versus Azerbaijan during 
qualifying game. France won 2-0 (AFP photo) 


European Championship 


FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET 

Two bedroom apartment with telephone, garden and 
independent heating, located between Fourth and Fifth 
Circles of Jabal Amman. Also studio with independent 
entrance, garden and garage but without heating. 

Enquiries at 678376 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


WORLD LEADERS IN 
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

We anticipate a rapid growth in customer demands, 
and in order to maintain high quality standards, we 
are seeking, for our Regional Headquarters in 
Beirut, highly skilled professionals in sales market- 
ing. 

Sales Assistant: 

- Provide logistic sales support. 

- Ensure a permanent point of contact for custom- 

- fnTerface with regional operations groups/HELP 
desks for operations issues. 

-Responsibility for regular reporting of customers 
issues, and drawing management attention when 
required. 

-University degree in business or computer en- 
gineering. 

Business Development Manager: 

- Promote global telecommunication services to his 
accounts. 

-Contribute to the development of markets. 

- University degree MBA or computer engineering. 

- Minimum five years sales experience in computers 
or telecommunication services. 

- Good knowledge of data communications. 

All candidates should also be: 

- Computer literate. 

- Free to travel extensively. 

- English speaking, French and Arabic an advan- 
tage. 

Please forward your CVs to the following 
address: 

P.O.Box 11-6275 
Achrafleh - Beirut 
Lebanon 


A 


B X 


AMMAN BUSINESS INSTI TU TE 


REGISTER NOW 

- SECRETARIAL STUDIES. - ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
-BUSINESS ENGLISH. -KEYBOARDING 

- RECEPTION / TELEPHONE TECHNIQUES. 

COMPUTING 

- SPREADSHEETS. - WORDPROCESSING. 

- DATABASE. - DESKTOP PUBLISHING. 

CUSTOM DESIGNED COURSES 
FOR COMPANIES 

BRITISH QUALIFICATIONS 

PITMAN, RSA, LCCI 


Abdou 

822425 


Sampras, Agassi missing 
from Davis Cup team 


ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(R) — U.S. Davis Cup cap- 
tain Tom GuQikson tabbed 
Jim COmier and Todd Martin 
to {day singles- against France 
in the first round next year 
after the world’s top two 
players — Pete Sampras and 
Andre Agassi — decided not 
to participate. 

Guftikson announced his 
choices of lOth-ranked Mar- 
tin and Courier, currently 
13tb in the world, in a news 
conference at the Bayfront 
Centre Arena in St. Peters- 
burg — site of the February 
3-5 tie against France. 

The meeting marks the 
first time the United States 
and France will face off in 
Davis Cup since the stunning 
French victory in the 1991 
final in Lyon. 

Gullikson said Sampras de- 
clined an invitation to play 
for the United States because 
the first round takes place 
just one week after the Au- 
stralian Open. 

“Fete has been doing well 
in the Grand Slams and I 
think he felt he really needed 
a break after the Australian 
Open," Gullikson said of the 
Australian Open and Wimb- 
ledon chamion. 

“And you know, playing 
for your country in Davis 
Cup is certainly not a relaxing 
week." 

Sampras played in the 
quarter-final win over the 
Netherlands and the semifin- 
al defeat to Sweden last 

Agassi, who hel 
United States win its last two 
Davis Cups in 1990 and 1992, 
did not play in the interna- 
tional tournament last year, 
prefering to concentrate on 
recovering from injury and 
raising his world ranking, 
which had slipped into the 
mid-2Qs. 

With his U.S. Open victory 
as an unseeded player and a 
strong finish in 1994, Agassi's 
ranking rocketed to second m 
the world. But Gullikson said 
Agassi had derided against 
playing Davis Cup before the 
semifinals next year. 

Martin, who cracked the 
top 10 this year with strong 
showings in the Grand Slam 
events, went 3-1 in his Davis 
Cup debut year. He won two 
j marches against India in the 
r^fround, but lost the dedd- 
'thg fifth match against Swede 
to Magnus Larsson after 
beating Stefan Ebexg. 

Courier dropped out of the 
top 10 in 1994. going the 
entire year without winning a 
little. But he was 4-0 in Davis 
Cup play. He helped the Un- 



last year. 
Iped the 



Pete Sampras 

ited States win the Cup in the 
1992 final against Switzer- 
land. 

“He kind of lost his mental 
edge for a while and his 
desire for playing,” GulKk- 
son said of Courier’s 1994 
slump. 

“What he doesn’t lack is 
courage and Jim has the bean 
and spirit to get back in the 
top five.” 

Sampras, Sanchez Vicario 
named world champions 

In London, Pete Sampras 
of the United States and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain were named Wednes- 
day as the International Ten- 
nis Federation world cham- 
pions for 1994. 

Both won two Grand Shun 
singles tidesduring the year — 
Sampras tfte Australian Open 
and Wimbledon and Sanchez 
Vicario the French and U.S. 
Opens. 

In addition Sampras. 23. 
won 10 Other events and was 
runner-up at the Grand Slam 
Cup. Sanchez Vicario, who 
will be 23 Friday, won an 
additional six tournaments on 
the WTA Tour and finished 
the year as leader of the 
Virginia Slims bonus points 
standings, on which foe selec- 
tion of k worid champion is 
based. 

Sampras, who was also foe 
nr world champion in 1993, 
held the number one position 
on the FTF computer prog- 
ramme which lakes in per- 
formances in the four Grand 
Slams, foe Davis Cup, the 
Grand Slam Cup and the 
ATP tour finals, in addition 
to all other ATP tour events. 
It is considered foe most 
accurate guide to a player's 
overall performance during a 
calendar year. 

The awards will be pre- 
sented at the Annual World 
Champions' Dinner during 
the 1995 French Open in 
Paris. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMMI SHARP 
A TANNAN HMSCH 
r<w Ti«m WMM S*-en m 


DO NT ADVERTISE UNNECCESARILY 


H<i(h vuftwroblt. South deab. 

NORTH 

♦ K J 6 
K Z 

Q J 8 4 2 

♦ J 10 9 

WEST EAST 

t A 8 8 4 3 * 10 B 

A 9 7 J 8 6 4 3 

9 7 5 A3 

+ 53 • Q 8 7 4 

SOUTH 

♦ Q 7 2 
q 10 5 
K 10 6 

♦ A K 8 2 
The bidding: 

South Weal North 

I * Pm 1 

1 NT Put 2 NT 

3 NT Pom Pom 

Opening Ind: Four of ♦ 

IfcuA tell partner whax he doe* 
mu need In kr»m. Thai information 
might be more useful lu declarer, 
who might turn it again*! you by 
making l hr npcht choice when faced 
with compel inR linn. 

South war ju*t a whiakcr short of 
a une-mi-tmrap opening bid. aince 
the t*o (era pvr the hand body. So 


East 

Pbm 


when North could invite game. 
South upended th» honor* in pan- 
nrrS «uii and happy ui accept. 

Weal led a low spade, token by the 
queen in the dooed hand. The ace of 
diamonds waa forced out and Enat 
returned a spade. W*« won the ace 
and returned the eight. his higheat 
spade, to show an entry in the high- 
er of the remaining tide suit*. 

Declarer had eight Cricks sod a 
ninth could be eataUUhtd in either 
henna or dubo. What South could 
not afford was to low a trick to 
West, since that defender had cwo 
good spades to cash. After much 
thought declarer elected to take 
West's carding at face value and 
tried the chib finesse. AH was wdL 

Given no due. declarer night 
hove taken the club finesse anyway. 
But bod West disguised the spade 
distribution by simply following 
with the five and allowing declarer 
to win the second lead of the suit. 
South might have decided that 
spades were 4-3 and it waa safe to 
force out the ace of hearts for the 
ninth trick. Only with all the cards 
ui view would we know better. 


FOR RENT 

Small furnished apartment consists of one 
bedroom, salon, bathroom, kitchen with central 
heating. Separate entrance. Shmeisani. 

Tel. 603202-630860 


614721 614732/3 »MLa J t lf jfjdl - yU 




Under the Patronage of 

HER MHJESTV QUEEN NOOR 

THE AL Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Handicapped 
Invites you to its 

Rnnual 

international Bazaar 

At the Amman Marriott Hotel f Saturday , December 1 7, 1 994 
from ^ 0:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

* International Bake Sale * Decorations 

* Handicrafts * Gift Items . 


Rally tour 
caps Jordan^ 
autosports 
season . 

By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With 1994 
nearing its end. the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
(R ACJ> holds its final event 
of the year Friday with the 
Zanussi Rally Tour capping 


Jordan's atitosport* season 
Bashar Bustami has 
already clinched the 1994 
Jordan Drivers' Open 
Championship with 186 
points following spectacular 
results including his fourth 
overall finish in the Jordan 
International Rally which 
was won by the Arab 
World's top driver. 
Mohammad Bin Sulayem. 

The rally tour will pro- 
vide an opportunity for 
Fans Bustami and Ammar 
Hijazi to fight « out in the 
battle for third place after 
Ahmad Al Daoud movwi 
up to second place, with 

144.5 points. 

The winner of Friday's 
everfl gets 16 points. The 
second placed team gets 

13.5 and the third gets 12 
points- 

The 300-kiloraetre-kWfc 
rally tour will be held on 
entirely asphalt roads. 
Split-second timing and 
navigation will determine 
the winner. 

The event includes two 
rounds. Competitors will 
set off at 9:30 a.m. Friday 
from RACJ headquarters. 
The second round will be- 
gin at 2 p.m. after a short 
lunch break. Final results 
wilt be announced at a 
prize-giving ceremony 
Saturday evening. 

The Tally-tour is the 
fourth one this year. The 
season also included five other 
events: The annual Jordan 
international rally. Iwu 
national rallies, a speed test 
and the Rumman Hill 
Climb. 

Tareq Taba'a woo the 
first two rally tours of the 
season, while Fans Bustami 
won the third. 

RACJ have scheduled 
seven events for the 1995 
season: The Jordan Infer 
national, two national ral- 
lies, the Rumman Hill 
Climb, a speed test, and 
only two rally touts. 


Chess 
players fafi 
prey to 

Russian 

thugs 


MOSCOW (AP) — The 
world’s top chess player 
came to Moscow armed witi 
intricate strategies and excep 
tional intellect. Perhaps the; 
should have brought guns in 
stead. 

A rash of violence ha 
rocked the 31st Chess Glym 
piad in Moscow, as its top 
ranking participants fall vie 
tim to attacks, muggings, ant 
threats from Russia's noto 
rious criminal element. 

The Macedonian team ha; 
been hit the hardest since the 
competition began Dec. 2. 

The first attack against th< 
team occurred after severe 
of the players went to* a cur 
rency exchange office Yen)* 
the street. As the team’s 56 
y car-old captain. Lazar Jah 
cev. handed $7,000 to 
cashier, five men entered tin 
office, held down the security 
guards and seized the money 

In the second attack 
according to the players. Jan 
cev was beaten uneonsdou: 
and robbed of S2.5UO by i 
. of street ui chins out 
side his hotel. 

. president of the Rus 
sian Chess Federation 
Andrei Makarov, and Run 
sia s long-time Woild Chcs 
champion Garry Kaspato' 
ottered to compensate tin 

, ? ,ans for lheit 

l ne U.S. team, whose toi 

players are all Russian 
Americans, also has folia 
prey to Russian thugs. 

Muggers stole $700 fr<«n 
Alexander Ycrmolinskv. th 
fop player for the ll.S. team 
, evcs ,Iw *atened to kil 

STOraw h *. *« 0»y wit' 
nit Alllwu Sb *hcy dr 

not follow up cm it. 

olh « *wm 
SU? threatens 
Phone calls at all houre. 

- 1 nc .Violence comes am* 
increasing; media Kpfrk ah 

SDonTiS 10 * 1 a 8 ail »^ P Kussia! 
sports stare, especially thn* 

SSJJW substantial ikhmuN 

“lanes in foe west 
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Jordan Soccer League 

1 4 th week kicks off today 
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By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The top teams 
might have a good opportun- 
ity to shed their slack image 
when the 14th week of the 
First Division Soccer Cham- 
pionship kicks off Thursday. 

While A1 Hussein retained 
their lead at the top with 22 
ppints, they are followed 
closely by A1 Wihdat with 21. 
A1 Ramtha are third with 20. 

A! Hussein and AJ Wihdat 
will face slowly Shabab A1 
Hussein and A1 Kannel — 
both almost certain to return 
to the second division. 

In the most heated match, 
A1 Ramtha will face A! 
Jazireh — the surprise team 
of the tournament — who 
were often threatened with 
relegation in past seasons but 
have maintained a top-five 
position this year. 

In other matches, titlehol- 
ders Al Faisali play A1 Arabi, 
A1 Jeel meet Kufrsoum while 
Al Ahli play Al Qadissieh. 

Standings remained un- 
. j&anged after the 13th week 
.. concluded Tuesday. Over 
18.000 fans were angered af- 
ter the two popular teams, Al 
Faisali and Al Wihdat, were 
held to a goalless draw in 
v their match at Amman sta- 
dium. 

Although both teams lost 
scoring chances, they were 
content with the draw which 
enabled them to remain in 
second and fourth places 
going into the upcoming 
week. 

Al Hussein could only man- 
age a 1-0 win over Al Qadis- 
sieh who must start scoring 
some wins to secure them- 
selves in the division. 

Ai Qadissieh had chances 
to score early against Al Host 
sein whose goalkeeper Khal- 
doun Irsheidat saved his team 


from definite humiliation by 
blocking at least three goals 
during the first half. 

Mohammad Shweiter 
scored the match's only goal '• 
in the 67th minute to keep Al 
Hussein atop the 12-team 
standings. 

Al Ramtha proved they 
had one of the most consis- 
tent lineups when they scored 
tbejr eighth win of the com- 
petition by defeating Al Jeel 
2 - 0 . 

Al Jeel now languish at the 
bottom of the standings with 
the worse results and scoring 
record. However, they gave 
Al Ramtha a hard time be- 
fore Farid Al Shanaineh 
scored their first goal in the 
71st minute. Veteran Kbaled 
Al Aqqouri netted in the 
second goal seven minutes 
later. 

Newcomers Kufrsoum 
scored an important 1-0 win 
over Shabab Al Hussein wbo 
seem destined to be relegated 
if they continue their current 
results. 

In a match in which both 
teams concentrated on de- 
fence, Islam Diyabat’s goal in 
the 44th minute was welcomed 
by the sparse crowd attending 


the match: 

Kufrsoum are now tied 
with Al Ahli with 13 points 
but are seventh on goal dif- 
ference. They have a chance 
to improve their record furth- 
er when they meet Al Jeel 
this week- 

A1 Arabi clinched a point 
from Al Jazireh when they 
were held to a 1-1 draw in 
their match at Petra stadium. 
Amman. 

Both teams settled for the 
draw after losing abundant 
scoring chances. Simon Kbeir 
opened scoring for Al Jazfreb 
in the 24th minute, and 
Ahmad Subh equalised for 
AJ Arabi from a header in die 
69th minute. 

Al Ahli were held for their 
fifth draw when their match 
against lowly Al Kannel en- 
ded 1-1. The result further 
disappointed Al Ahli’s fans 
who bad hoped that their 
team would improve in the 
second round. They rank 
now sixth, but are four points 
behind Al Jazireh. 

Khalil Fataftah scored Al 
Ahli’s goal in the 39th mi- 
nute. Al Kannel scored their 
precious equaliser by Mar- 
wan Najib in the-67th minute. 


Standings after 13th week 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA Pts. 

Hnasein 

13 

10 

2 

1 

35 

11 

22 

Wihdat 

13 

8 

5 

— 

14 

3 

21 

Ramtha 

13 

8 

4 

1 

24 

5 

20 

Faisali 

13 

6 

6 

1 

22 

7 

18 

Jazireh 

13 

7 

3 

3 

17 

9 

17 

Ahfi 

13 

4 

5 

4 

15 

16 

13 

Kufrsoum 

13 

6 

1 

6 

21 

23 

13 

Qadissieh 

13 

3 

4 

6 

14 

20 

10 

Arabi 

13 

3 

3 

7 

14 

26 

9 

Shabab Al Hamm 

13 

1 

3 

9 

16 

29 

5 

Kannel 

13 

1 

3 

9 

10 

31 

5 

Jed 

13 

1 

1 

11 

8 

30 

3 


Pacers upset; Hawks, Lakers post wins 


CLEVELAND (AP) — 
Mark Price passed to Greg 
DreOingfbr a dunk and drove 
for a layup at the start of the 
fourth quarter as the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers ran off the first 
8 points of the period and 
beat the Indiana Pacere 90-83. 
Tbesdajr night. '! | 

The Pacers, who shiajjusi 
27 per cent in the dedave 
fourth period, had their five- 
game winning streak snap- 
ped, Cleveland has won three 
m a row. 

7fcn 165, Heat 90: In Phi- 
^-deiphia, Willie Burton, re- 
leased earlier this season by 
die Miami Heat, scored a 


career-high 53 points against 
his old team to lead the Phi- 
ladelphia 76eis. 

Burton's total was the 
highest in the NBA this sea- 
son, it also set a spectrum 
scoring record, surpassing the 
52 points scored by Michael 
Jordpi^on .Nov,_1q» 1988, . 

Hornets 107, Jlncks 101: In.. 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Alonzo Mourning scored 20 
points to lead the Charlotte 
Hornets to a victory over the 
Milwaukee Bucks, who have 
lost 10 of their last 11 games. 

Hawks 85, Tunberwolves 83, 
OT: In Atlanta, Andrew 
Lang's short hook in the lane 


with 1:21 remaining in over- 
time lifted the Atlanta Hawks 
over the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves. 

Lakers 115, Mavericks 108: 
In Dallas, Nick Van Exel hit 
four of eight 3-pointers down 
the tafetdi land matched, a 
with 35 points as 
Angeles Lakers beat 
the Dallas Mavericks. 

Bufls 98, Pistons 78: In Chica- 
go, Scottie Pippen and Toni 
Kukoc got hot just in tune to 
rescue Chicago from a horri- 
fic third quarter, and the 
Bulls went in to defeat the 
depleted Detroit Pistons. 
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Ytnnt assurance try avrbermerpy 
an& jbe In^besT Qualiry 
tivMman cKayrswansbij) 

/ 5p li‘ 

/ no! loan** tka tip - tittoh 

Noor Al-Hussein Foundation 
'Off the Wadi Sagra Road 
Between Safeway & King Abdullah Gardens 
Open Sat. - Thure, 9:00 sum. -7:00 pJU. Td. 699141 / 699142 


Arsenal 
draw 
Auxerre 
in Cup 

Winners’ 
Cup ' 

GENEVA (R) — The three 
Italian dubs left in the UEFA 
Cup managed to avoid each 
other in the quarter-final 
draw Wednesday. 

Juventus play Eintracht 
Frankfurt, Lazio face another 
German side, Borussia Dort- 
mund, while Parma were 
paired with Odense, shock 
conquerors of Real Madrid in 
the previous round. 

The last-eight line-up was 
completed by Bayer Lever- 
kussen against Nantes. 

European Cup Winners’ 
Cup holders Arsenal, hit by 
allegations of financial irre- 
gularities against manager 
George Graham, were drawn 
against Auxerre of France. 

Id other Cup Winners’ 
quarter-final pairings, Samp- 
doria play Porto, Feyenoord 
Rotterdam meet Real Zara- 
goza and Club Brugge take 
on Chelsea. 

Lazio chairman Dino Zoff 
expressed relief at avoiding 
another Italian side but said 
that of all the “foreign” 
teams left in the* UEFA Cup, 
Borussia Dortmund had to be 
the toughest. 

Dortmund were thrashed 
6-1 aggregate by Juventus in 
the 1993 final. 

Arsenal vice-chairman 
David Dein welcomed the 
trip back to France, where 
the London side set them- 
selves up for semifinal victory 
last season with a 1-1 first leg 
draw against Paris Sl Ger- 
main. 

Chelsea managing director 
Colin Hutchinson said: “I am 
delighted with the draw and 
we are having better luck this 
time because with the fixture 
reversal we are now at home 
in the second leg. 

*‘We have played Club 
Brugge before hack in 1971 
when we won through- We 
do not anticipate any prob- 
lems because it will be an 
all-ticket affair -and our fans 
will be going on package 
deals.’’ - 


British runner banned for 4 years 


LONDON (AP) — Fonner' 
Commonwealth 800 metre 
champion Diane Modah! 
Wednesday was found guilty 
of taking performance- 
enhancing drugs and banned 
for four years by the British 
Athletic Federation. 

In a verdict that stunned 
the British media and top- 
name athletes supporting 
Modahl, such as Olympic 100 
metre champion Linford 
Christie, a five-person BAF 
disciplinary panel announced 
it had rejected her case that 
samples taken from her had 
been improperly handled by 
a laboratory in Lisbon. 

“The committee was satis- 
fied unanimously and beyond 
reasonable doubt that a dop- 
ing offense has been commit- 
ted by Mrs. Modahl,” panel 
chairman Dr. Martyn Luck- 
ing said m a statement. “She 
is ineligible to compete in the 
United Kingdom and abroad 
for four years from June 18, 
1994.” 

Modahl is the fourth Brit- 
ish track athlete to be banned 


this year. Shot putter Paul 
Edwards accepted a four- 
year ban for steroid abuse 
and javelin thrower Colin 
MacKenzie and sprinter 
Solomon Wariso were sus- 
pended for three months for 
using stimulants. 

Modahi’s next move 
may be to take the case to an 
arbitration hearing under the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation. 

She tested positive for the 
male hormone testosterone 
after finishing second at a 
minor meet in Lisbon June 
18. 

The positive result, howev- * 
er, wasn’t relayed to the BAF 
until 9!6 weeks later. It 
showed Modahl with a 
testosterone-epitestosterone 
ratio of 42-to-l, more than 
thre times the level banned 
Canadian sprinter Ben John- 
son once registered. The nor- 
mal ratio is 1-to-l. 

Modahl was notified just 
minutes before she was to 
begin the defence of her 
Commonwealth title in Vic- 


toria, Canada. She was sus- 
pended by the BAF pending 
a hearing and put on the next 
flight home. 

But the notification of the 
positive result didn’t come in 
time to stop Modahl running 
— and winning — her event 
at the European Cup earlier 
in the summer, a victory that 
helped Britain's women team 
qualify for the World Cup for 
foe first time. 

The IAAF, noting that 
Modahl’s victory came after 
her positive test, strongly 
suggested that Britain puU 
out of the World Cup at 
Crystal Palace in September. 
The BAF refused, saying 
Modahl was entitled to a 
hearing. The team took part, 
and relations between toe 
two track bodies haven't 
been toe same since. 

Modahl’s experts argued 
that her urine sample may 
have deteriorated because it 
was not properly refrigerated 
at the Lisbon laboratory. 

"The committee was satis- 


fied that the specimen tested 
was that of Mrs. Modahl,” 
Lucking said. “There w4s no 
suggestion of tampering.; The 
committee considered <very 
carefully the issue of! de- 
gradation and its possible 
effects.” ; 

It also had been contended 
in media reports that! two 
medical conditions suffered 
by the 28-year-old runner, 
polycystic ovarian syndrome 
and five-alpha redutase. 
could also have accounted for 
toe abnormally high testos- 
terone readings. 

Lucking said Modkhi's 
medical advisors did not raise 
this as a defence. ' 

Fellow athletes have ! por- 
trayed Modahl as a dejvout 
Christian who has passed al! 
other drug tests she has!ever 
taken. They say she 2s so 
devastated that she is Ijkely 
never to compete again. 

“Diane doesn't know (any- 
thing about drugs," Christie 
said before the hearing;. “If 
she is not found innocent, 
justice has not been done.*' 


Security plans announced for ’96 Olympics 


ATLANTA (AP) — 
Thousands of private guards 
in uniforms with a symbol of 
the American west on the 
sleeve will help provide 
security for toe 1996 Olym- 
pics under a multimillion- 
dollar contract. 

Borg-Wamer Security will 
provide security officers, 
ticket-takers and ushers to 
stand guard along with per- 
son nel from 37 law- 
enforcement agencies when 
the centennial games Open in 
July 1996. 

“This is part of our efforts 
to make sure that these are 
not only the most accessible 
but also the most secure 
games in Olympic history,” 
said Billy Payne, president of 
the Atlanta Committee for 
the Olympic Games. 

Financial terms of the deal 
— Borg-Wamer gets to call 
itself “official protective ser- 
vices sponsor of the 1996 
Atlanta Olympic Games" — 
were not disclosed. Similar 
sponsorships have been 
fetching about $10 million for 
ACOG. 

Part of Borg-Warner’s 
worldwide empire is Wells- 
Fargo, the old stagecoadr 


tine of innumerable western 
movies and the company that 
provided private security 
guards for toe 1984 Olympics 
m Los Angeles. 

The symbol of Wells- 
Fargo, a pony express rider in 
silhouette, will be drawn into 
the company’s Olympic 
emblem and worn as a patch 
on uniform shoulders. 

Since toe Munich massacre 
in 1972, the Olympics have 
joined summit meetings and 
political conventions as 
among toe most heavily pat- 
rolled events in toe world. 
But Rathbum — who helped 
run security for the Los 
Angeles police department at 
the ’84 Games — said orga- 
nisers recognised that people 
weren’t coming to Atlanta to 
watch police maneouvres. 

Etiquette suggestions for 
Atlanta Olympics 

Shake hands, but don’t point 
your finger. Speak slowly, 
but forget about y'all. Watch 
how you cross your legs. And 


never, ever chew gum. 

Those are some of the sug- 
gestions and warnings being 
passed around Atlanta this 
week as more than 200 of the 
world’s top Olympic leaders 
come to call. 

It's training for the 1996 

Summer Games, when 
Atlanta will host toe 100th 
birthday party of toe modern 
Olympics, and organises 
want to make sure that resi- 
dents of this city — which 
considers itself in the know of 
international relations — 
doesn't accidentally shoot it- 
self in the foot. 

The pages — one head- 
lined "do’s." the other 
“taboos” — were distributed 
to volunteers and other mem- 
bers of the public who will be 
dealing with visitors from as 
near as Bermuda and as far 
away as Brunei. 

Among tire do’s: 

— “Create a distraction-free 
environment.” 

— “Shake hands at greet- 


ings. Follow lead if guest! is of 
a royal household or of qcher 
higher office." 

— “Speak slowly .and 
enunciate your words.”! 

— “Refer to your gest as an 

‘international visitor,’ not a 
‘foreigner.'” ! 

As for the taboos: 

— “Topics of discussion! such 
as politics, sex, religioij.” 

— The crossing of legs,;over 

the knee, exposing the sole of 
a shoe to a member of Arabic 
culture.” ! 

— "The usage of j argon \ col- 
loquialism, and idiomatic ex- 
pressions with guests .‘who 
speak English as a second 
language.” 

— “Gum chewing, talking 
with hands in pockets or 4rms 
crossed at the chest, yawning 
and any further signs of bore- 
dom.” 

— “Pointing with fingers at 
objects or people. Pointing to 
be done with an open hand.” 




NO NEED TO SHOP ANY WHERE ELSE 
SIMPLY WE'VE GOT IT ALL 

FREE PARKING OPPOSITE 


1 


WADI SAQRA HOOK SHOP^ 



OPEN ALL WEEK DAYS TILL 10 P.M. 


Business Lunch At Urine, 


A 'deal' worth considering ! 
Confirm it to yonr business partner ! 
You'll add taste to your invitation ! 


New Voucher Plan 
Now it's more within your reach: 
Lunch ; JD 8:00(+) JD 10.*00(+J Fish JD 12:00(+) 
Dinner : JD 8:00(++) JD 10:00(++) Fish JD 12:00(++) 
Sweifiyeh - 863944 



The Tiffany Atlas 

From our collection of Tiffany timepieces, the 
Tiffany Atlas® watch in brushed and polished 
eighteen karat gold or srerling silver. 


Gifts Center 

Swefiieh • Tel B16629 





Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Te!.: 675571 

NafaAK Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: 'A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching: _ 

THE FLINTSTONES 

Shows: 12:30, 3-J0, 6:15, 8:30. 10J0 

Gary Busey & Michael Pare 
— in 

WARRIORS 

Shows: 1230. 3 JO. 5:00, 6J0. 8J0, 10:30 

CONCORD *1* 

So I Married 
An Axe Murderer 

Shown 12J0. 3J0. 6:00, 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD *2’ 

Kim Basinger — in 

PIANO 

Shows: 3: IS. 5:00 p-m. only. 

will soon present: 
Mousa Hiiazin 
(SUM’AA) 

in the satirical political 
comedy: 

Hi Citizen 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Saiam Ya Salam. 

Daily at 8:30 | 

Saturday & Sunday is the £' 

theatre’s holiday. I 

in English Sundays § 
December 11, 18, only. 1 
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Russia issues ultimatum 
as troops advance on Grozny 


JORDAN TIMES. THURSDAY- FRIDAY'- DECEMBER 15-16, 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
The Russian government said 
on Wednesday it would use 
all means to restore order in 
breakaway Chechnya if 
separatist rebels failed to dis- 
arm by Thursday, the official 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

“We confirm our intention 
to... put an end to the blood- 
shed in the zone of the 
Chechen conflict,” it quoted 
a government statement as 
saying. “Those who fail to lay 
down their arms by Decem- 
ber 15 will be responsible for 
all consequences of their cri- 
minal recklessness.” 

Meanwhile, the Russian 
troops advancing on the 
capital of Chechnya met 
fierce resistance from rebel 
fighters, as the separatist 
leader urged a battle to the 
death and peace talks failed 
again. 

Fighting was heaviest near 
the village of Pyervomais- 
koye, 15 kilometres nortfa- 
'west of Grozny. Russian 
troops, which entered Chech- 
nya on Sunday to reimpose 
Russian rule, shelled the area 
from a hilltop morning and 
afternoon, causing most of 
the 5.700 residents to flee, 
witnesses said. They said at 
least two people were killed 
and eight wounded. 

President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, who declared his 
tiny Caucasus republic inde- 
pendent from the Russian 
Federation in 1991, urged fol- 
lowers to “bum the ground 
under (the Russians’) feet. It 
is a fight to the death.” 

“Men, women, children, 
all Chechen people, we are 
ready to die,” be said in a 
television address late Tues- 

Hizbollah 

fears 

Israeli 

assassins 

BEIRUT (R) — The chief of 
Lebanon's pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah said on Wednesday 
the group was on guard 
against any repeat of a 1992 
Israeli helicopter ambush 
that killed his predecessor. 

Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah 
said his Muslim fighters were 
on the alert in South Leba- 
non against the Israelis and 
their militia allies. 

“When the Israelis do not 
have the possibility of broad 
attacks, they resort to limited 
strikes or assassinations like 
that of Hizbollah chief 
Sheikh Abbas A1 Musawi,” 
Sheikh Nasrallah told a news 
conference in Beirut. 

Israeli helicopters rocketed 
Sheikh Musawi's convoy in 
South Lebanon on Feb. 16, 
1992, killing him, his wife and 
baby son and five body- 
guards. 

Israel’s deputy army chief 
Major-General Mat an Vilnai 
said on Tuesday that Israel 


day. 

Peace talks in the city of 
Vladikavkaz in southern Rus- 
sia were called off because of 
Russia's “unacceptable" 
proposals, the Chechen chief 
prosecutor Usman Imayev 
told AFP. 

“All the Russian proposals 
envisaged Chechnya agreeing 
that it is pan of Russia, which 
is unacceptable," the 
Chechen official said. 

More talks are possible if 
the Russians change their 
mind on this point “but this 
series of talks is definitively 
over,” he said. 

Russian officials in Vladi- 
kavkaz told AFP that the 
negotiations had not ended 
and that the Chechens just 
wanted to be able to consult 
with Gen. Dudayev. 

Three Russian columns of 
hundreds of tanks and 
thousands of soldiers adv- 
anced on Grozny from north, 
west and east. One of them 
was 15 kilometres (nine 
miles) north of Grozny. 

Another, about 50 
kilometres west of Grozny, 
was still under orders not to 
advance after 500 civilians 
blocked its path Tuesday and 
the commander refused to 
open fire. 

Five Russian warplanes 
bombed a suburb of the 
Chechen capital Grozny 
Wednesday afternoon in a 
raid that claimed several 
lives, said authorities in the 
breakaway republic, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

The planes then overflew 
the centre of the city, open- 
ing fire with heavy machine- 
guns, TASS quoted the au- 
thorities as saying. 

Four other warplanes bom- 
barded a prison near the vil- 


lage of Dolinsky. north of 
Grozny. Wednesday morn- 
ing, while helicopters attack- 
ed Chechen army positions 
near the rebel republic's east- 
ern border with the Russian 
republic of Dagestan, the 
same sources said. 

A Russian helicopter 
gunship was shot down by 
automatic weapons fire west 
of the capital, killing two 
crew members, an AFP cor- 
respondent at the scene re- 
ported. The third airman was 
captured by the Chechens 
and taken to hospital. 

“This whole campaign is 
senseless,” murmured a Rus- 
sian medical officer, echoing 
what he claimed was wide- 
spread dissatisfaction within 
the intervention force sent to 
crush Chechnya’s independ- 
ence drive. 

. "What is the point of fight- 
ing the civilian population? 
The Chechens are ready for a 
partisan fight and then we’ll 
be into a second Afghanis- 
tan," he added. 

llie captain, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said 
“many officers” in his divi- 
sion, which Wednesday had 
reached the Chechen town of 
Dovodenka after entering the 
rebel republic from the west 
via neighbouring Ingushetia, 
shared* his fears over the op- 
eration. 

“Most of us think the 
whole business is pointless, 
even those who aren't doc- 
tors,” he added, showing off 
the Red Cross badge he 
wears on his left arm. 

“I agree with him, and I 
know all about Afghanistan 
— I was there,” said a col- 
league (see related story be- 
low). 



Chechen soldiers Wednesday ran away from a Russian Ml-8 
militar y helicopter fearing it might explode after shooting it 
down near the village of Shaaxny-yuxl (around 40 kflometres 


west of Grozny). Two crew members were killed and on* 
wounded but the pilot managed to land it on a road (AFP 
photo) 


Khamenei does not want supreme 
spiritual leadership of Shiites 


Jobs for Palestinians top 
multilateral agenda 


ANTALYA, Turkey (AFP) 
— Million-dollar projects to 
boost living conditions for 
Palestinian refugees and find 
them jobs were discussed 
here Wednesday by delegates 
from 40 countries and orga- 
nisations. 

Officials at the multilateral 
Middle East talks, chaired by 
Canada, said the 250 dele- 
gates discussed reports cover- 
ing job creation, aid for chil- 
dren. public health, social 
and economic infrastructure 
and developing human re- 
sources. 

Some 2.73 million Palesti- 
nians are registered with the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palesti- 
nian Refugees (UNRWA). 
Thirty-four per cent of them 
live in camps. 

The multilateral talks on 
refugees in this Turkish 
Mediterranean resort form 
part of the Middle East peace 
process launched at the Mad- 
rid conference in 1991. 

Turkey proposed a 20- 
milli on -dollar project to pro- 
vide jobs and training for 
10,500 Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Bowing to internal opposi- 
tion, Iran's spiritual leader 
said Wednesday that he was 
not a candidate for the sup- 
reme leadership of Shiite 
Muslims in Iran. 

In a speech broadcast on 
Tehran Radio, Ayatollah All 
Khamenei said that his pre- 
sent duties did not allow him 
to assume the position of 
marja ala, or supreme spir- 
itual leader of the Shiites. 

His remarks marked a tur- 
naround in official efforts to 
promote him as the maija ala 
after the leader of the sect. 
Ayatollah Ali Araki, died of 
old age last month. 

Mr. Khamenei said he was 
willing to be the supreme 
leader of Shiite Muslims out- 
side Iran. But few Shiites 
outside Iran regard Mr. 
Khamenei as a top-ranking 
cleric and it was unclear how 
he could achieve the post. 

Mr. Khamenei, whose 
qualifications are those of a 
middle-ranking cleric, said 
there were other scholars 
who could be chosen to lead 
Iranian Shiites. 

“The burden of leadership 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the worldly respon- 
sibilities that go with it are 
like those of several marjas.” 
Mr. Khamenei said in his 
speech, which was monitored 
in Cyprus. 

. “What need is there for 


The project would include 
handicapped people and for- 
mer detainees, and run over a 
three-year period starting 
next June. 

Delegates Tuesday discus- 
sed the reunification of fami- 
lies and statistical data. 

The participants included 
Israeli Jordan, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, the 
European Union and the co- 
sponsors of the peace talks — 
the United States and Russia. 

Israeli delegation chief 
Joseph Hadass told AFP 
“socio-economic stability is 
needed” for peace in the 
self-rule areas of Gaza and 

Jericho in the West Bank. r . e*c* • ■* 

Mr. Hadass said the living frOIIl entry! PLO OfflCial 
conditions of refugees must J 
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this extra burden to be placed 
on top of the heavy weight 
which exalted God has placed 
on these weak shoulders.” he 
said. 

Several officials, including 
the head of the judiciary. 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yaz- 
di, named Mr. Khamenei as 
Araki’s successor. He said 
last week that critics of 
Khamenei could be prose- 
cuted. 

The state-run Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (rRNA) 
had also referred to 
Khamenei as a grand ayatol- 
lah, the top-ranking clerics 
from among whom the leader 
of the world's 100 million 
Shiites is chosen. 

His retreat indicated that 
opposition to him from with- 
in the religious hierarchy may 
have been insurmountable. 

But Mr. Khamenei said 
that "contrary to the prop- 
aganda and designs of the 
Western mass media, there is 
no power struggle in Iran on 
the important subject of the 
marja." 

Traditionally the supreme 
leaders of the sea have been 
chosen by the clerical hierar- 
chy, without government in- 
terferenceT They also have 
steered dear of involvement 
in politics. 

But in trying to name Mr. 
Khamenei as the suprem : 
bead, Tehran sought to fus-r 


the religious and political au- 
thorities in a single person to 
boost its own influence at 
home and among Shiites 
worldwide and to promote its 
version of militant Islam. 

Shiites comprise about 10 
per cent of the world’s 1 
billion Muslims. They are the 
predominant sea in Iran and 
the majority in Iraq and 
Azerbaijan. Small popula- 
tions also exist throughout 
the Muslim World. 

Marias have traditionally 
come from Shiite theological 
schools in Iran and Iraq. 

Some Iranian clerics said 
during the recent debate that 
Iran should not allow the 
promotion of a marja from 
outside Iran because the 
overseas ayatollahs generally 
believed in separation of reli- 
gion and politics, opposing 
the cornerstone of 
Khomeini's 1979 revolution. 

Iranian newspapers printed 
a selection of religious rulings 


of Khamenei and a senior 
cleric was quoted as saying a 
collection of 3.000 of his rul- 
ings would soon be published 
in Arabic. t 

In one ruling printed in 
Resalat newspaper Tuesday, 
Mr. Khamenei, asked if it 
was alright to cheat on paying 
bus fares or filching chocolate 
bars from shops in foreign 
countries, replied: "Taking 
possession of others' proper- 
ty without permission and us- 
ing government or indi- 
viduals’ property without 
paying relevant fees is not 
allowed.” 

In another, asked about 
the propriety of a man mas- 
turbating in' a laboratory to 
provide a sample for a sperm 
count, Mr. Khamenei re- 
plied: “Masturbating is re- 
ligiously forbidden... except 
if masturbation for testing is 
the only way to determine the 
cause of the couple's inability 
to have a child.” 


Chechenya conflict 
Russian affair — envoy 


Libya bans Palestinians 


of 'The Palestinians' " mistrust 
towards Israel. 

“Our Palestinian friends 
should somehow adapt and 
move from a state of war to 
the state of peace that needs 
to be created.” 

Syria and Lebanon, which 
have 306,000 and 325,000 
Palestinian refugees respec- 
tively, have boycotted the 
meeting - 


would launch strikes against /-v , j 
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a large offensive. 

“We do not intend to enter 
massively into southern 
Lebanon ... our objective is 
to step up effective attacks 
and pinpoint hits against the 
Hizbollah to eliminate their 
influence,” a parliament offi- 
cial quoted Gen. Vilnai as 
saying. 

“Hizbollah (Party of God) 
is not immune and that ap- 
plies to every place," out- 

g iing Israeli chief of staff 
eneral Ehud Barak told 
Israeli radio. “The army will 
act prudently and do what 
needs to be done." 

Sheikh Nasrallah said “any 
aggression will have a heavy 
price ... (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak) Rabin knows 
war has ups and downs. We 
were able and are still able to 
answer back twofold.” 


preparatory meeting 


DUBAI (R) — Qatar, which 
stayed away from a Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
meeting last month because 
of a border dispute with 
Saudi Arabia, Wednesday 
decided to attend prepara- 
tory talks for next week's 
summit of GCC leaders. 

The Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) said the cabinet 
agreed to send a delegation 
headed by Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Jassixn 
Bin Jabr Al Thani to a fore- 
ign ministers meeting in 
Bahrain Dec. 17 to prepare 
for the GCC summit Dec. 19. 

Sheikh Hamad was quoted 
as saying this month that 
Qatar's interior minister had 
boycotted' a GCC meeting in 


November because Qatar 
had failed to receive adequ- 
ate responses from Riyadh 
over at least five reported 
border incidents. 

But it sent an undersecret- 
ary to a meeting Dec. S of 
foreign ministers of the GCC, 
which also includes Kuwait, 
Oman, Bahrain and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

The row between the two 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
members raised fears of a 
repetition of events before 
the GCCs annual summit in 
1992 when Qatar boycotted 
meetings and then threatened 
to boycott the summit itself 
over the border tensions. 


lenging PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat, has blocked Palesti- 
nians returning from visits to 
Gaza, leaving 23 families 
stranded on the Egyptian 
border, a PLO official said on 
Wednesday. 

Zohi AI Kudra, the Palesti- 
nian ambassador in Cairo, 
denied reports circulated by 
the Hamas group that as a 
result two Palestinian chil- 
dren had died on the 
Egypti an -Libyan a border. 

But be said dozens of 
Palestinians who left Libya 
last mouth to visit relatives' in 
Gaza were refused re-entry at 
the Sallouym border crossing 
on grounds their residence 
permits had expirred. 

He said the Libyan action 
was apparently a political 
move by Tripoli against Mr. 
Arafat to force him to let 
Palestinians enter the new 
self-rule area of Gaza, even 
though Mr. Arafat needs 
Israeli permission for Palesti- 
nians there. 

“We ask: ‘What is the jus- 
tification for such a be- 
haviour especially... (since) 
Libya has repeatedly 
announced that its borders 
are open to- all Arabs?*,” 
Mr. Kudra told Reuters. 

He said the 23 families had 
been stranded in bad weather 
and in humiliating conditions 


and that the Palestinian 
embassy in Cairo had sup- 
plied them with food and 
blankets. The Palestinians 
could not go back to Gaza 
because they were there as 
visitors. 

He denied, however, a re- 
port circulated in Damascus 
on Tuesday by Hamas that 
two children of the barred 
families had died. 

be said official sources in 
Egypt informed the Palesti- 
nian embassy last week Libya 
had banned entry of all 
Palestinians who visited Gaza 
— even those who have entry 
visas, residences and 
businesses in Libya. 

_ Mr. Kudra said negotia- 
tions were underway between 
the PLO and Libya to resolve 
the issue. He added that on 
Tuesday Tripoli allowed 
eight people to cross and was 
hoping the rest would be 
allowed to enter soon. 

Libya and several radical 
Palestinian groups strongly 
oppose the PLO-Israeli peace 
deal which gave Palestinians 
limited self-rule in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 


By Khattab Salman 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Russian 
ambassador to Jordan, Alex- 
andre Vladimirovich Sulta- 
nov. Tuesday said that the 
Russian Federation will not 
allow any party ro interfere 
with the internal 3ffaiis of the 
federation and chat the cen- 
tral government of Moscow is 
the only one to decide how to 
restore constitutional order 
in Chechenya. 

Mr. Saltanov told the Jor- 
dan Times that according to 
the federal Russian constitu- 
tion. the republic of 
Chechenya is an integral part 
of the Russian federation, 
noting that the option of 
separation adopted by 
Chechenya would lead to 
catastrophic consequences 
for the Chechen people. 

He said that a great num- 
ber of Islamic scholars in 
Oiechenya and other repub- 
lics of the Russian Federation 
support the continuity of the 
federation and oppose separ- 
atist attempts. 

He added that freedom of 
religion is guaranteed for all 
citizens of the federation and 
that the central government 
had renovated hundreds of 
old mosques that were aban- 
doned during the communist 
era, and had built new wor- 
shipping places for Muslims 
because Moscow, he said, 
viewed Islam as a very posi- 
tive creed. 

“Followers of other faiths 
like Christianity and Buddh- 
ism can practise the rituals of 


their creeds freely in the Rus- 
sian federation,” Mr. Salt*? 
nov said. 

He refused to draw an 
analogy between the situa- 
tion in Chechenya and the 
four-year old war in Bosnia- 
Herzcgovina. 

“The Russian federation 
will not allow for the conflict 
in Chechenya to be turned 
into a religious one like that 
in Bosnia, because basically it 
is not" be added. 

He noted that the first 
phase of Moscow's plan to 
restore order to Chechenya 
had ended when Russian 
troops besieged and isolated 
the fighting pockets in the 
autonomous region of 
Chechenya. 

News reports say that Rus- 
sian tanks reached the out- 
skirts of the Chechen capital 
Grozny after taking control 
of the oil refineries and other 
strategic installations on the 
borders between Russia and 
Chechenya. 

Mr. Saltanov said his coun- 
try appreciated "Jordan's 
moderate position” towards 
the developments in 
Chechenya which reflects the 
Jordanian government's 
keenness on maintaining 
Russian unity. 

He pointed out the meet- 
ing His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan had 
with the Committee of Fore- 
ign Affairs at the Lower 
House of parliament and a 
meeting the ambassador had 
with Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa'ad 
Hay el Srour. 


Hamas celebrates 7th birthday 


Power struggle delays naming of Israeli envoy 


By David Makovsky 
The Jerusalem Post 

AS ISRAEL appears to be 
dragging its feet on appoint- 
ing an ambassador to Jordan, 
it is increasingly clear that the 
Foreign Ministry is digging in 
its heels in what it sees as a 
matter of principle. 

Senior Foreign Ministry 
officials say the deadlock be- 
tween Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shomon Peres on 
the appointment is tied to the 
Foreign Ministry's deter- 
mination to end its institu- 
tional marpialisstion in 
policy-making towards the 
Arab World. 

“We are tired of the status 
quo, and believe this time we 
cannot give in,” a senior 
Foreign Ministry official said. 


Another senior ministry offi- 
cial added, "the issue be- 
tween Rabin and Peres is 
■yes. Foreign Ministry’ or 
*no. Foreign Ministry.' They 
have not even reached the 
question of names.” 

Until recently, with the ex- 
ception of foreign policy to- 
wards Egypt, the Foreign 
Ministry has been left out of 
policy-making in relation to 
Arab states. This area has 
been dominated by the prime 
minister's office and the 
security establishment. 

Army Intelligence is 
charged with gathering in- 
formation about the Arab 
World. But according to 
sources, the Mossad main- 
tains quiet link with those 
Arab and Muslim countries 
which do not have diplomatic 
ties with Israel. For example. 


reports have said the Mossad 
has been maintaining rela- 
tions with Oman since the 
mid-1970s. 

But the Foreign Ministry 
has largely been left, out of 
the information loop' in 
Israel’s dealings with the 
Arab World. - * 

The multilateral peace 
talks on regional cooperation 
presented the Foreign Minis- 
try with an opportunity to 
expand its contacts with the 
Arab World, as Israeli diplo- 
mats began travelling to such 
paces as Tunisia and Qatar, 
and meeting counterpans 
from the region. 

. However, the question re- 
mains whether the Foreign 
Ministry's foot in the door 
will take hold, or whether 
once again, the Foreign 


[VKiiiisiry win remain "fore- 
ign” to the Israeli decision- 
making process. Therefore, 
Jordan has become a test 
case. 

Mr. Rabin who kept the 
Foreign Ministry out during 
the secret breakthrough 
negotiations with Jordan be- 
tween May and July, is said 
to favour Ephraim Halevy, 
deputy head of the Mossad. 
Jordan a senior source insisted, has 
made clear its view that Mr. 
Halevy should be the next 
ambassador. This could not 
be confirmed. 

But the Foreign Ministry 
believes that if its representa- 
tive runs the embassy hr Am- 
man, this will signal the be- 
ginning of the end of its 
marginal role in policy- 
making towards much of the 
Arab World. 


GAZA -(AFP) — Hundreds 
of Gaza students marked the 
seventh anniversary of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas on Wednesday 
as Israel lamented having en- 
couraged the creation of the 
hardline fundamentalist 
group. 

“Hamas forever.” some 
400 students chanted at one 
Gaza City school where an 
Israeli flag was unfurled with 
a dagger through the middle. 

Teenagers aaed out the 
October kidnapping by 
Hamas of Israeli corporal 
Nachshon Waksman who 
died when troops stormed the 
hostage-takers' West Bank 
hideout. 

“We committed a terrible 
mistake, particularly the 
heads of the security services 
who believed that Hamas was 
a religious organisation 
opposed to the PLO.” Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister YosSi 
Beilin told state radio. 

"We thought at the rime 
that Hamas was only in- 


terested in religious questions 
and not in politics. We do not 
understand the true nature of 
the organisation." Mr. Beilin 
said. 

Israeli military experts say 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was defence 
minister in December 19S7 
when the intifada erupted, 
deliberately promoted 
Hamas in a bid to weaken the 
PLO. 

And PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat has accused Israel 
of playing with fire by sup- 
porting Hamas in its infancy. 

The movement was found- 
ed on Dec. 14. 19S7. a week 
after the intifada or uprising 
broke out against Israeli 
occupation. 

Imad Faluji. a leader of the 
movement, told AFP: 
"Hamas has succeeded in 
conveying its message to the 
Zionist entity that it will con- 
tinue to be a thorn in the side 
of this occupation until com- 
plete withdrawal from our 
Palestinian land." 


Hamas, which spearheads 
the armed struggle, calls for 
the destruction of Israel and 
creation of an Islamic state 
over the former mandate of 
Palestine. 

It opposes the peace pro- 
cess and has claimed respon- 
sibility for killing most of the 
45 Israelis who have been 
killed by Palestinians since 
autonomy began in the Gaza 
Stnp last May. 

Friction with the autonomy 
authority led to 13 deaths on 

i 8 W, ‘ hen Ga23 police 
dashed with Islamic mili- 
tants. 

Meanwhile. Israeli police 
v«re on red alert after a tip 
that Hamas was planning an 
attack in the coming days. 

All, .police leavc has been 

cancelled and reinforcements 
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How many AIDS 
tests did U.K,'$ 
Fergie have? 

LONDON (R) — Deb** 
broke out in Britain Tuesday 
over how many AIDS tests 
the Duchess of York hash*] 
after a Portuguese newspaper 
quoted her us saying she had 
taken three. The Lisbon (fed) 
Diaric* De Notice* quota] 
the duchess, nicknamed Fer 
gie after her maiden name 
Sarah Ferguson, as saying sbe 
had undergone three tests fix 
the fatal disease But friends 
said she had onh had two — 
one before she became me- 
gnant with her first daugntei 
Beatrice and one last year for 
an insurance policy. Other 
reports suggested that Sarah, 
who is separated from Queen 
Elizabeth’s second son Prince 
Andrew, had the first of 
three tests before she married 
into the royai family. Many 
British hospitals now routine- 
ly tests for AIDS in pregnant 
women and British media 
quoted sources close to the 
roval family as saying all 
potential royal spouses 
underwent rigorous health 
screening. AIDS chafes 
welcomed the publicity. “It 
helps keep HIV (the wtij j 
that causes AIDS) in the ! 
public eye." said Ruth Ptwry j 
of the Terence Higgins Trust. 
The duchess arrived in Por- 
tugal Monday for a throHfey 
visit to support the tool 
AIDS charity ABRACQ. 
She met President Mario 
Soares and visited AIDS vk> 
rims in hospitals Tuesday. 
The duchess said she had 
been inspired to make to trip 
because the brother of a dose ! 
friend of hers had caught the i 
incurable disease, whttfr it : 
mainly transmitted by sexuri 
intercourse, blood transfu- 
sion or the use of contamin- 
ated syringe needles. 

Belgians find 
fingerless arm 
to accompany foot 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Polite 
in the east Belgian city ol 
Liege reported the finding d 
a human left forearm from 
which the fingers had been 
amputated five days after 
municipal street-cleaners dir- 
covered a hunum foot. The 
severed limb was found 
among trash cans in front of a 
house in a district on the 
other side of the river Meuse 
from the bus shelteiArheir 
the foot, wrapped in new* 
paper, had been deposited. 
Police say the foot was that of 
a woman taking's small shoe 
size. Police scientists are in- 
vestigating. 

Murder suspects 
win ban on jokes 
about them 

LONDON (R) — A couple 
accused of murdering 12 
young women between them 
in a case that has made front- 
page headlines in Britain for 
10 months have won a battle 
to stop a comedian from tell- 
ing jokes about them, 
lawyers said. Frederick West. 
52, and his wife Rosemary. 
40. went to England’s after* 
ney general to get an order 
for comedian Billv Connolly 
to reedit a Christmas 
videotape. Lawyer Leo Goat- 
ley said the three-minute seg* 
ment would prevent the. cou- 
ple from having a fair trial 
because jurors who saw it 
could presume the* were 
guilty. Thousands or copies 
of the video have been with* 
drawn from circulation and 
distributors Polygram art ft- 
cutting the tape.' The murders 
attracted lurid coverage 
police dug up the bodies of 
the 12 murdered women and 
girls one by one. Most wen! 
in the West’s home . ift 
Gloucester, western Eng* 
land, or in a house they oocc 
shared. Among the victims 
was West's first wife and thttf 
lo- year-old daughter end the 
house was quickly dubbed 
the "house of hurror." The 
Wests appeared in court 
briefly Tuesday and were re- 
manded in custody for a com; 
mittal hearing m February. 

Hawaiian jet 
returns after 
smoke fills cabin 

HONOLULU (API - 
bmoke caused by a aims* 
mechanical problem filled the 
cabin during a Hau ariatr Air? 
hues flight to Los Angelt&r 
forcing the plane to turtk 
back. Ten of [he 275 pea 9* 
on board the DC-IO w 
taken in ;i hospital for amok* 
inhalation alter the (Hht vwt 
aboned lute MondayT&ti 
one woman with ,i preexist^ 
health condition were tiestof 
and released .3; 





